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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Over September, October and November 2015, some 150.000 participants from European, 
national and regional public authorities, representatives from financial and business 
sectors, NGOs, media, students and the civil society attended the "Europe in my region / 
Europe in my city" events. Since 2006, these "local events" have been part of the European 
Week of Regions and Cities - OPEN DAYS, organised every year by the European Committee 
of the Regions and the European Commission (DG REGIO). For the regions and cities 
participating in the OPEN DAYS, the organisation of at least one local event is compulsory. 
Other partners, such as representations of the European Parliament or of the European 
Commission, Europe Direct Centres, etc., join the project, which led to an additional 12 local 
events in 2015. On top of these, some 120 events were organised for the fourth year under 
the heading of the European Cooperation Day (ECD) on and around 21 September 2015 
(www.ecday.eu). The summary of ECD events can be found on the European Cooperation 
Day website (www.ecday.eu).

Out of 179 local events (not including the European Cooperation Day events), 98 reported 
back and are documented in these proceedings whereas 5 events were cancelled for 
various reasons. The events took place in 27 EU Member States and in three candidate 
countries: Montenegro (1), Serbia (2) and Turkey (5); in one potential candidate country: 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (2); and in two non-EU countries: Norway (8) and Moldova (1). 
Most events were planned in Italy (19), Poland (16) and Spain (16), the Netherlands (14) 
and France (12).

The majority of events were held in November. A total of 13 CoR members, 13 members 
of the European Parliament and two European Commissioners were actively involved. 
In addition, 50 national and regional presidents, vice-presidents and ministers and 27 
mayors (or vice-mayors) were listed as speakers, confirming the continuously increasing 
engagement of local and regional politicians. This year as well many speakers came from 
the academic field and from SMEs which is a new trend.

Comments, questions and suggestions are welcome to localevents-opendays@cor.europa.eu. 
The full report can be found at www.opendays.europa.eu.
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ALBANIA
II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising  
a local event

p. 9  Regional Council of Vlora Vlora

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The report of the Regional Council of Vlora is enclosed 
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Political Initiative of the European Straits Initiative

Outline
The members of the European Straits Initiative gathered in Vlora (Albania) on 8 October 2015, four years after 
the Initiative's first meeting, at the invitation of the Regional Council of Vlora. This political conference was 
a great opportunity to give new impetus to the work undertaken so far. Three thematic commissions were 
created to enhance the exchange of experience and foster recognition of the specific issues affecting straits at 
the European level:
• "Transport and mobility" 
• "Tourism and the natural and cultural heritage"
• "The environment, biodiversity and climate change" 

Special time was set aside to exchange views on the issue of migration. The debate ended with the adoption of 
a joint statement highlighting the key role played by straits as maritime passageways in migratory routes and 
offering to create a fourth commission on this issue.

The morning ended with the official signature of the Memorandum of Understanding of the European Straits 
Initiative by the Region of Ionian Islands (Greece – Strait of Corfu); the Regional Government of Andalusia (Spain 
– Strait of Gibraltar) and the Governorship of Nabeul (Tunisia – Strait of Sicily), which also joined the European 
Straits Initiative, bringing the number of participating local authorities to 22. 

Conclusions
Three main points were highlighted:
1-  The creation of three thematic commissions to enhance the exchange of experience and foster recognition 

of the specific issues affecting straits at the European level: "Transport and mobility"; “Tourism and the natural 
and cultural heritage"; "The environment, biodiversity and climate change". 

2-  The adoption of a joint statement on migration 
3- The signature of the Memorandum of Understanding of the European Straits Initiative by three new partners

Date and venue 
8 October 2015
Vlora

Type of the event:
Debate

Organiser: 
Regional Council of Vlora in 
cooperation with Pas-de-Calais 
County Council, the Lead Partner 
of ESI 

Chair: 
Sadrit Danaj, President of Vlora 
Regional Council, Albania
Bertrand Petit, Vice President 
of Pas-de-Calais County Council, 
France
Mark Dance, Member of cabinet 
of the Kent County Council, UK

Speakers:
Sadrit Danaj, President of Vlora 
Regional Council, Albania
Bertrand Petit, Vice President 
of Pas-de-Calais County Council, 
France
Mark Dance, Member of cabinet 
of the Kent County Council, UK
Kaarel Kose, Adviser, Harju 
County Government, Estonia

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Regional Council of Vlora

“New impetus for the European 
Straits Initiative."
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AUSTRIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 11  Alpeuregio South Tyrol Bad Häring
p. 11  Alpeuregio Tyrol Bad Häring
p. 11  Alpeuregio Trentino Bad Häring
p. 12  Carinthia Klagenfurt
p. 13  Salzburg Puch/Urstein
  Vorarlberg 

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Alpeuregio South Tyrol – Tyrol - Trentino, Carinthia and Salzburg are enclosed 
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Research, Health and Tourism : an opportunity provided  
by the thermal baths of the Euregio region

Outline
The Euregio Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino is a European region located in 
the heart of the Alps where Austria borders Italy. These three territories, 
Tyrol, South Tyrol and Trentino have common historical roots, a similar 
geography and landscape, and a vision of joint development. The 
European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) Euregio Tyrol-
South Tyrol-Trentino is a legal entity with headquarters in Bolzano, Italy, 
founded in 2011 on the basis of a specific Regulation of the European 
Parliament (No 1082 of 5 July 2006) with the mission of facilitating and 
promoting cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation 
between its members, and strengthening economic and social cohesion. 
It acts for the development of the territory of its members in various 
areas of their respective competence, including the health, research and 
innovation fields as well as the economy and tourism. The continuous 
cooperation among the spa/thermal baths facilities in the three regions 
is one of the Euregio’s objectives in the health sector. Prevention is 
considered essential, as well as the therapeutic and wellness aspects 
of the region’s thermal baths. The signing of a memorandum of 
understanding between the three Provincial Health Ministers in 2013 
heal kicked off a series of Euro-regional activities aimed at enhancing the 
present project. The EGTC "Euregio Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino" organises 
an annual conference on the most current topics in the field, with the 
aim of stimulating and promoting cooperation and exchange of know-
how in this area.

Conclusions
This year’s conference, held in Bad Häring Tyrol on Friday, 13 November 
2015, highlighted the new challenges and perspectives emerging from 
recent scientific research on thermal baths and on new strategies to be 
adopted in view of growing health and wellness tourism in the Euregio. 
The exchange of know-how was possible thanks to the visit to the 
thermal centre in Bad Häring. This effectively enabled participants to see 
and experience the activities of their neighbours. 

In the near future, the wish is to continue fruitful collaboration through 
the exchange of staff among the thermal baths of the three territories 
(Trentino, South Tyrol, Tyrol).

Date and venue
13 November 2015
Bad Häring 

Type of the event
Conference

Organiser: 
EGTC European Region  
Tyrol-South Tyrol-Trentino, 
Austria / Italy and Health Resort 
DAS SIEBEN, Bad Häring – Tyrol, 
Austria

Chair:
Leopold Hofinger, director DAS 
SIEBEN – VIVEA Gesundheit Bad 
Häring GmbH, Moderator

Speakers:
Wolfgang Schobersberger, 
Director, Sport, Alpine Medicine 
and Healh Tourism Institute 
(ISAG) TILAK/UMIT (Tyrol)
Oskar Außerer,  
President – Centre for Natural 
Healing, Italy 
Giandomenico Nollo, FBK 
Foundation – University of Trento, 
Italy
Mario Cristofolini,  
President - GB Mattei Institure, 
Italy
Foscara Porchia,  
ImPaCT srl Padova, Italy

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Alpeuregio

During the conference Visiting the new Centre of Health DAS SIEBEN

More information: 
Links to press articles, videos 
interviews and social media  
(in Italian) :
www.europaregion.info/it/news.
asp?news_action=4&news_
article_id=521919

www.facebook.com/
europaregion.info/?ref=hl#!/
hashtag/terme?source=feed_
text&story_id=403945763146031

www.lavocedeltrentino.it/
index.php/breaking-news-
trentino/23416-euregio-e-
termalismo-ricerca-salute-e-
turismo

Links to press articles, interviews 
and social media (german) :
www.europaregion.info/
de/news.asp?news_
action=4&news_article_
id=521918

www.facebook.com/
europaregion.info/#!/hashtag/
therme?source=feed_
text&story_id=403945549812719

www.suedtirolnews.it/d/
artikel/2015/11/13/euregio-
tagung-zum-thermalwesen.html

www.meinbezirk.at/kufstein/
chronik/gesundheitstourismus-
und-forschung-euregio-tagung-
im-gesundheitsresort-das-
sieben-d1546512.html

Links to presentations:
www.europaregion.info/
it/euregio-tagung-zum-
thermalwesen-2015.asp

“It’s important that thermal 
baths continue to network 
across borders, in order to 
benefit from the exchange  
of know-how and experience. 
This is essential in order 
always to remain ahead in the 
development of the sector"

Valentina Piffer, Secretary General - EGTC 
« Euregio Tyrol-South Tyrol- Trentino »
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Outline
As youth (un)employment is an extremely important issue for our society, 
especially considering the current all-time high level of unemployment 
in the member states of the European Union, the region of Carinthia, in 
cooperation with Elisan, the European Local Inclusion and Social Action 
Network of local and regional politicians in charge of social affairs, which 
jointly lobby on social issues with the EU institutions, decided to organise 
a conference on the subject in Klagenfurt on 17 September 2015. 
At this event entitled "Youth Employment: Investing in skills and job 
creation”, high-profile representatives from the EU institutions and 
policy-makers and experts from different European regions discussed 
proposed EU solutions, especially the European Youth Guarantee, and 
their effectiveness in dealing with high youth unemployment levels. The 
participants also took advantage of the forum provided and compared 
notes on the various challenges and problems which make it difficult to 
respond to youth unemployment. The fruitful exchange of best practices 
gave ideas on new approaches to tackling youth unemployment and 
allowed regional cooperation options to be identified. 

Conclusions
As the regions are particularly affected by youth unemployment, a joint 
approach between the regional and European levels of government, and 
closely coordinated action, are crucial for the future of young people in 
the EU. Given the importance of these issues, they had to be discussed at 
the highest political level, between the EU institutions and the regions. 
The region of Carinthia was in a unique position to hold this conference, 
as it has a very low youth unemployment rate in comparison with the 
rest of the EU and therefore sets a good example. 

Date and venue 
17 September 2015
Klagenfurt

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
EU Representation Office  
of Carinthia in Brussels

Chair: 
Martina Rattinger, director  
of the EU Representation Office 
of Carinthia, moderator

Speakers:
Prof. Eugen Freund, Member  
of the European Parliament
Dr Beate Prettner, vice-president 
of Elisan, Deputy Governor of 
Carinthia and Minister for Social 
and Health Affairs
Christian Ragger, secretary-
general of Elisan, Minister for 
Hunting, Animal Protection,  
Road Safety and Nature Parks 
of Carinthia
Peter Wedenig, deputy 
executive director of the Public 

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Carinthia

Youth employment: investing in skills and job creation

From left to right: Mag. Christian Ragger, Secretary General of Elisan, Regional Minister for hunting, animal protection, road safety and 
nature parks of Carinthia, Mag. Martina Rattinger, director of the EU-Representation Office of Carinthia, Moderator, Sylvie Carrega, 
President of Elisan, Vice President of UNCCAS, Deputy Mayor of Marseille, Manuela Lanzarin, Member of the Administrative Board of Elisan, 
Regional Minister for Social Ser-vices of Veneto Region, Dr. Beate Prettner, Vice President of Elisan, Deputy Governor of Carinthia, Regional 
Minister for so-cial and health affairs, Prof. Eugen Freund, Member the European Parliament
a
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Employment Service AMS in 
Carinthia
Sylvie Carrega, president of 
Elisan, vice-president of UNCCAS, 
deputy mayor of Marseille
Manuela Lanzarin, member 
of the administrative board of 
Elisan, Minister for Social Services 
of the Veneto region
Prof. Ivana Padoan, University 
Ca’ Foscari, Veneto region
Omar Al Jattari, De Schoolbrug 
("School Bridge") project, expert 
in community education work, 
Antwerp
Jean-Max Trouillet, director-
general, CCAS Marseille
Bruni Wagner, head of Human 
Resources Development and 
Training, SPAR, Carinthia
Martin Smith, public health 
consultant, Liverpool City Council
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Outline
The Salzburger construction industry has traditionally been a very strong industry with around 2 000 companies 
with 23 000 employees and an annual construction volume of approximately EUR 1 billion. The industry has 
many links with other sectors in the services industries (architecture, technical planning, ICT, housing, etc.).
The one-day symposium "Focal Alpine Building" is a meeting place, a transfer of knowledge, and networking 
format for all stakeholders of alpine building, which presents unique challenges.
The State of the art of research was presented, best practises from the Alpine region were showcased and all 
participants were invited to join the discussions in the thematic workshops.
The content of the symposium was developed by a network of stakeholders in the building sectors in Salzburg, 
Tyrol and Bavaria "Netzwerk Alpines Bauen".

Conclusions
This symposium has proved to be the industry's central event for meeting, exchanging views and discussing 
upcoming challenges and opportunities in the industry.

Date and venue 
1 October 2015
Puch/Urstein

Type of the event:
Symposium

Organiser: 
Netzwerk Alpines Bauen

Chair: 
Dr Wilfried Haslauer,  
Governor of Salzburg

Speakers:
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Schmude, 
Ludwig Maximilians University, 
Munich
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gerhard Hausladen, 
Technical University Munich
Dr Markus Gratzl, University  
of Applied Science Salzburg
Dr Alexandra Jiricka, University 
of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna
Beat Suter, Metron 
Raumentwicklung AG, St. Gallen, 
Mike Pichler, Siemens AG 
Austria
Dr Roman Höllbacher, 
Architecture Initiative, Salzburg

More information: 
www.itg-salzburg.at/topics/
branchentreff-der-bauwirtschaft-
fachsymposium-brennpunkt-
alpines-bauen

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Salzburg

2  Fachsymposium "Brennpunkt Alpines Bauen"

"Together we are strong."

http://www.itg-salzburg.at/topics/branchentreff-der-bauwirtschaft-fachsymposium-brennpunkt-alpines-bauen
http://www.itg-salzburg.at/topics/branchentreff-der-bauwirtschaft-fachsymposium-brennpunkt-alpines-bauen
http://www.itg-salzburg.at/topics/branchentreff-der-bauwirtschaft-fachsymposium-brennpunkt-alpines-bauen
http://www.itg-salzburg.at/topics/branchentreff-der-bauwirtschaft-fachsymposium-brennpunkt-alpines-bauen
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BELGIUM
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

 Flanders Brussels
p. 15  Province of Liege Amay
 Walloon Brabant Louvain-la-Neuve

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The report of Liège is enclosed 
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Official meeting with representatives of the consortium 
partners 

Outline
The Province of Liège was part of the first consortium with NUTS 3 regions involved in organising the OPEN 
DAYS 2007. It took part in the OPEN DAYS every year from 2008 to 2014 and is proud to be a part of the 
adventure again in 2015. 
The Province of Liège again organised a local meeting attended by France (Deux Sèvres), Turkey (Municipality 
of Gaziosmanpaşa, Istanbul and Karşıyaka Municipality), Moldova (Union of County Councils of the Republic 
of Moldova), the Czech Republic (Hradec Králové Region), Germany (Kreis Lippe), Walloon Brabant and the 
Province of Liège.
The meeting in Liège was an opportunity for the representatives of the consortium partners to meet each 
other and discuss different issues concerning their level of authority, but also to share their visions of EU policies 
implemented in the framework of Europe 2020.

Conclusions
This local event was successful and provided an opportunity for all partners to get to know each other better 
and to speak about what they do at local level for their citizens and their locality.

Date and venue 
13 October 2015 
Jehay

Type of the event:
Official meeting, reception 
and dinner organised for the 
representatives of the consortium 
partners

Organiser: 
Province of Liège 

Chair:
Katty Firquet, member of 
Liège Provincial Council – Vice-
President in charge of Health, 
Quality of Life, Social Affairs and 
External Relations

Speakers:
Katty Firquet, member of 
Liège Provincial Council – Vice-
President in charge of Health, 
Quality of Life, Social Affairs and 
External Relations

More information: 
www.provincedeliege.be

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Liege

	  

http://www.provincedeliege.be
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BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Sarajevo Canton Sarajevo
  Republika Srpska Banja Luka

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

No reports enclosed
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CROATIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Bjelovar-Bilogora County cancelled
p. 18  Dubrovnik-Neretva Region Dubrovnik
p. 19  Region of Istria Bale
  Karlovac  Karlovac
p. 20  Krapina - Zagorje County Tuheljske Toplice
p. 21  Osijek Baranja County Osijek
p. 22  Varaždin County Varaždin
 Zagreb Zagreb

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Dubrovnik-Neretva Region, the Region of Istria, Krapina - Zagorje County, Osijek 
Baranja County and Varaždin County are enclosed 
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EU structural and investment funds

Outline
Dubrovnik-Neretva County is Croatia's southernmost county, situated at a very significant transport hub for 
Southeast Europe. This region is primarily oriented towards tourism and hospitality, although there is also major 
agricultural potential in the Neretva River Valley. In addition to the Port of Ploče as an important international 
cargo port, there is also an international airport, one of the Mediterranean's leading ports in Dubrovnik, a well-
developed mariculture sector and significant production of high-quality wines on the Pelješac Peninsula.
With the organisation of the Conference on EU investment funds, Dubrovnik-Neretva County took over the role 
of stimulating economic development in its territory. At the initiative of the county, numerous representatives 
from international and Croatian companies, the Government of the Republic of Croatia and local and regional 
authorities from all the Croatian regions gathered together. Discussions were held on potential to develop 
agriculture and mariculture, tourism and a number of development projects in energy and infrastructure, 
paying special attention to the natural potential that abounds in the county.

Conclusions
With Croatia's accession to the European Union, the role of Dubrovnik-Neretva County has become even more 
significant, primarily due to the county's exceptional geo-strategic position, and the fact that this stimulates the 
development opportunities in the European economy as a whole.

The three primary objectives of this conference are:
-  to present and promote the possibility of investing in Dubrovnik-Neretva County, and its potential for local 

and international investors,
-  to present local and national structural economic reforms, aimed at increasing investment and the competitive 

advantage of Dubrovnik-Neretva County in this part of Europe, and
-  to present representatives of the government and relevant authorities of Dubrovnik-Neretva County and local 

self-government units as potential partners in the investment cycle, as people who can help resolve both 
existing and any possible future administrative or other issues.

Date and venue 
4 November 2015
Dubrovnik

Type of the event:
Conference 

Organiser: 
Dubrovnik Neretva Region, 
Regional development agency 
DUNEA

Chair: 
Marija Memunić Butigan, 
DUNEA, Moderator

Speakers:
Nikola Dobroslavić, Prefect, 
Dubrovnik-Neretva County
Mario Polić, expert, Institute for 
Development and International 
Relations,
Melanija Milić, director, Regional 
development agency DUNEA

More information: 
www.dnz.hr

www.dunea.hr

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Dubrovnik Neretva

"Dubrovnik Neretva Region – 
smart region"

	  

http://www.dnz.hr
http://www.dunea.hr
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Outline
Istria's local event focused on the region's involvement in different initiatives and opportunities relating to 
rural development, promoting more balanced territorial development, and ways of encouraging rural 
competitiveness and the protection of traditional products and heritage with the aim of enhancing the 
economic prosperity of rural areas. The different EU funds and programmes for promoting more balanced 
territorial development in Croatia, including the new Operational Programme for Rural Development of the 
Republic of Croatia for 2014–2020, were presented during the workshop, and an overview was given of the EU's 
Common Agricultural Policy and its development. The audience also learned about potential and initiatives 
being developed by the four Local Action Groups (LAGs) in Istria, with special emphasis on one of the most 
active LAGs in Istria, Središnja Istra (Central Istria). The representative of the Agency for Rural development of 
Istria Ltd. (AZRRI) presented the development and activities of AZRRI to protect and exploit indigenous local 
breeds and their use in gastronomy and agriculture, as well as other AZRRI development programmes focused 
on the sustainable development Istria's rural potential.

Conclusions
This one-day workshop was aimed at officials and practitioners from local and regional authorities, the regional 
development agency, representatives of LAGs from the Region of Istria and the social partners, to enhance their 
ability to create and develop projects and initiatives in the rural sector, with special emphasis on the sustainable 
development of Istria's rural potential (agricultural, cattle-breeding, gastronomy, tourism, etc.).

Date and venue 
5 November 2015
Bale

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser:
Region of Istria

Chair:
Patrizia Bosich, Head of 
Department for International 
Cooperation and European Affairs 
of the Region of Istria, moderator

Speakers:
Gordan Šubara, Head of 
the Centre for Sustainable 
Development of Cattle Breeding, 
Agency for Rural Development of 
Istria Ltd.
Roberta Krivičić, Local Action 
Group Središnja Istra
Andrea Vugrinović,  
Superna Ltd.

N.B. A representative from the 
Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Croatia was invited 
to present the details of the new 
Operational Programme for Rural 
development of the Republic of 
Croatia for 2014–2020, but since 
they were not able to attend 
the workshop, their part of the 
presentation in the workshop 
was delivered by Ms Vugrinović.

More information: 
www.istra-europa.eu/news/
detailed/open-days-local-event-
2015.-odrzhan-u-istarskoj-
zhupaniji#.VlRKMEuYbcs

Urban and rural cohesion for balanced territorial development

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Region of Istria

http://www.istra-europa.eu/news/detailed/open-days-local-event-2015.-odrzhan-u-istarskoj-zhupaniji#.VlRKMEuYbcs
http://www.istra-europa.eu/news/detailed/open-days-local-event-2015.-odrzhan-u-istarskoj-zhupaniji#.VlRKMEuYbcs
http://www.istra-europa.eu/news/detailed/open-days-local-event-2015.-odrzhan-u-istarskoj-zhupaniji#.VlRKMEuYbcs
http://www.istra-europa.eu/news/detailed/open-days-local-event-2015.-odrzhan-u-istarskoj-zhupaniji#.VlRKMEuYbcs
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"Cooperation is of great importance  
to cities and regions."

Date and venue 
3 December 2015 
Tuheljske Toplice

Type of the event:
Café / Panel discussion

Organiser: 
Krapina – Zagorje County and 
Zagorje Development Agency

Chair 
Nataša Hlaban, advisor at 
Zagorje Development Agency, 
moderator

Speakers:
Jasna Petek, deputy county 
prefect, Krapina-Zagorje
Ines Kos, director of the 
Croatian Agency for Regional 
Development 
Andreja Smolej, director of 
Kozjansko Development Agency, 
Slovenia
Danijela Gjuras, Croatian 
Ministry of Regional 
Development and EU Funding
Helena Matuša, assistant 
director of Zagorje Development 
Agency

Category and number of 
participants:
Experts, local authorities, social 
partners, non-governmental 
organisations, organisations 
working in the fields of tourism, 
culture, ecology, energy 
efficiency, employment, business 
sector representatives etc. 

More information: 
www.kaj.hr/vijesti-radija-
kaj-03-12-2015

Outline
The event was intended to be a forum for communication and debate about previous experience and 
cross-border projects (Slovenia-Croatia), and to inform participants about new opportunities with territorial 
programmes in which Croatia can now fully participate. This interactive event promoted network and 
partnership building, which are important for cross-border and transnational cooperation on rural and 
urban development. Speakers presented previously implemented and current projects and announced new 
programmes, especially Central Europe and Interreg Slovenia-Croatia. The participants were informed about 
the priorities of these two programmes, application conditions, deadlines, procedures and the characteristics 
of successful projects, and were also able to ask questions. The event was an excellent opportunity for 
communication on the development of EU cohesion policy and its impact at local and regional level, and 
helped to raise awareness of the important role played by regions and cities in shaping EU policy.

Conclusions
The event provided insights into previous experience with the extremely important issue of territorial 
cooperation at regional level, experiences which are important for further development. At the event itself, 
discussions began on the continuation of current or initiation of new cooperation projects in priority sectors, 
and the event undoubtedly achieved its purpose of providing timely information on territorial cooperation to 
all stakeholders and target groups.

Bridges between regions

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Krapina - Zagorje County

http://www.kaj.hr/vijesti-radija-kaj-03-12-2015
http://www.kaj.hr/vijesti-radija-kaj-03-12-2015
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Europe in my region: integrating research, innovation and smart 
specialisation strategies to foster innovative capacity in SMEs

Date and venue 
5 November 2015  
Osijek

Type of the event:
Forum

Organiser: 
Regional Development Agency 
of Slavonia and Baranja, Osijek

Chair:
Ivana Jurić, project manager 
at RDA Slavonia and Baranja, 
moderator

Speakers: 
Faculty of Agriculture, Osijek – 
Prof. Zdenko Lončarić,  
Prof. Krunoslav Zmaić and  
Prof. Snježana Tolić
BSC Information Centre for 
Business Standardisation and 
Certification, Novi Sad, Serbia – 
Marija Vujaković
Agricultural Equipment Cluster – 
Željko Erkapić
Croatian Competitiveness Cluster 
for the Food Processing Sector – 
Zvonimir Novak
Faculty of Food Technology 
Osijek
Prof. Jurislav Babić
Roj Beekeepers Cluster – 
Zvonimir Pajnić
RDA Slavonia and Baranja – 
Ivana Jurić

More information: 
www.slavonija.hr

Outline
The need for stronger links between R&D and the business sector was discussed from very different viewpoints: 
researchers, business clusters, industry and local stakeholders, and regional and national authorities. The main 
subject was university-industry relations and joint development potential. RDA presented ongoing work on 
drawing up and adopting a smart specialisation strategy, led by the Croatian Economic Ministry. Presentations 
were also given on Croatia's industrial strategy and cluster development policy, including competitiveness 
clusters. Information was given about Projects of National Importance (PNI), with possible financing from 
the EU Structural Funds. The most relevant PNI for the region of Slavonia and Baranja was presented by Prof. 
Zdenko Lončarić of the competence centre for applied life sciences (Healthy Food Chain). The centre, which 
brings together key R&D and public bodies involved in agriculture and food production, will jointly create 
a platform for the development and transfer of innovative solutions to the private sector. Marija Vujaković 
presented activities related to the smart specialisation strategy in Vojvodina (Serbia) and highlighted the 
importance of links between key stakeholders. During the panel session, researchers, public bodies and 
industry representatives presented their experience and fields of interest for mutual cooperation. The event 
raised awareness about the need for better integration of the academic sector with the business sector, more 
communication, resource sharing, exchange of know-how, cooperation benefits and funding opportunities 
for joint projects, with the shared aim of enhancing the regional economy through stronger commitment and 
smarter utilisation of available knowledge and infrastructure. Competence centres and the smart specialisation 
strategy were discussed as a key platform for generating new economic growth. 

Conclusions 
The local event held in Osijek demonstrated that there is a lack of practical cooperation and communication 
between academia and the business sector, and at the same time a growing need for better integration and 
more communication on resources and capabilities, cooperation benefits and funding opportunities for joint 
projects, with the shared aim of enhancing regional development through stronger commitment and smarter 
utilisation of available knowledge-based capacity. It was concluded that similar workshops should be organised 
in other key universities and better integration with the business sector encouraged.

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Osijek Baranja County

"Cooperation between R&D and the private sector is one 
of the main conditions for success."

http://www.slavonija.hr
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Outline
The aim of the forum was to present funding opportunities and methods for entrepreneurs operating in various 
fields – agriculture, small and medium-sized enterprises, civil society and youth. The public debate focused on 
presenting possible ways to finance small and medium-sized enterprises in Croatia.

The participants presented projects on "Opportunities for financing entrepreneurs from EU funds", and calls for 
proposals that will open to entrepreneurs by 2020. The "Enterprise Europe Network" was also represented. This 
network gives advice to SMEs in order to maximise the opportunities provided by the European Union.
The Faculty of Organization and Informatics presented the results of research carried out on the "Entrepreneurial 
Identity of Croatian Farmers" to find out whether farmers in Varaždin County were interested in participating in 
training courses and projects, primarily in order to establish whether Croatian farmers were willing to adopt an 
identity that would allow them to achieve economic independence.

The Independent Youth Association's programme on "Mentoring for Young Entrepreneurs" was also presented. 
The aim of the project was to connect schools and private companies in order to provide additional non-formal 
education to young people, including young entrepreneurs, who can at a later stage acquire the necessary 
knowledge and skills through mentoring.

Conclusions
Support for small and medium-sized enterprises is certainly a long-term priority of national and regional 
authorities, and since small and medium-sized enterprises have a great potential for job creation and economic 
development, the conclusions of the public debate suggested further ideas for strengthening the potential of 
the sector as a key for business development and the improvement of the business environment in Varaždin 
County. 

Date and venue 
2 October 2015
Varaždin

Type of the event:
Public debate

Organiser:
Department of Economy, 
Regional Development and 
European Integration, Varaždin 
County

Chair:
Larisa Križan, Assistant Head 
of Department in charge of 
Regional Development and 
European Integration, moderator

Speakers:
Snježana Ljubović, Varaždin 
County Development Agency
Ksenija Vuković, Faculty of 
Organization and Informatics
Tamara Šmaguc, Faculty of 
Organization and Informatics
Emilija Skočibušić, Technology 
park Varaždin Ltd.
Mario Žuliček, Independent 
Youth Association

More information: 
www.evarazdin.hr/index.
php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/
gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-
slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-
projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-
otkrijte-mogucnosti

www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/
novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/
ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-
srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-
financijskom-potporom-i-
neformalnim-obrazovanjem

Strengthening SMEs with financial support - from finance  
to development, Regions open for business 

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Varaždin County

"It is very important to inform the public about what can be 
achieved through projects, because people often think that 
everything is complicated, but we are here to help them."

http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.evarazdin.hr/index.php/2014-11-10-00-07-24/gospodarstvo-2/item/11221-slab-odaziv-poduzetnika-za-eu-projekte-izgradnje-i-opreme-otkrijte-mogucnosti
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
http://www.varazdinska-zupanija.hr/novosti/iz-%C5%BEupanije/ja%C4%8Danje-malog-i-srednjeg-poduzetni%C5%A1tva-financijskom-potporom-i-neformalnim-obrazovanjem
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

CYPRUS
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 24  Nicosia Metropolitan Area Nicosia

The report of Nicosia Metropolitan Area is enclosed 
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Outline
Take-up of European funding by Cypriot SMEs is below the EU average, as many SMEs lack the expertise and 
experience to draft applications and the requisite business plan. For this reason, the Nicosia Metropolitan Area's 
local event focused on how to unlock the potential of Cypriot SMEs by presenting services tailored to SMEs and 
EU funding opportunities, sharing best practices and improving local service delivery.
Two parallel activities were held during the local event. 

The first activity was the setting up of a booth where the European Centre for Entrepreneurial Support of Cyprus 
presented the services offered for developing the competitiveness and innovation of Cypriot enterprises. In 
addition, the European Office of Cyprus presented the EU funding opportunities available to SMEs. 

The second activity was a mini-conference with presentations about "Technology Foresight", developed within 
the framework of the "Development and operation of Offices acting as a liaison between Business/Industry and 
the various Universities in the Republic of Cyprus", funded by the European Social Fund. Technology foresight 
provided inputs for the development of technology policies, as well as support for innovation, and incentives 
and assistance to enterprises in the domain of technology management and technology transfer, leading to 
enhanced competitiveness and growth.

Conclusions
New strategies will be developed for the development of the SMEs in Cyprus. The strategies will focus on 
identifying the unique characteristics and comparative competitive advantages of Cyprus, and on agreeing 
on a common development vision for their exploitation. Hence the productive sector, academia, government 
and civil society will work together to achieve this vision and the resources available will be directed to a few, 
prioritised actions. In addition, it will help to strengthen regional innovation systems, maximising knowledge 
flows and spreading the benefits of innovation throughout the entire regional economy.

Date and venue 
21 September 2015
Nicosia

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser:
European Office of Cyprus / 
University Industry Liaison Offices 
/ Enterprise Europe Network / 
RTD Talos

Chair:
Dr Alexandros Michaelides, 
General Director, RTD TALOS, 
Moderator

Speakers:
Dr Alexandros Michaelides, 
RTD Talos
Dr Gregory Makrides, European 
Office of Cyprus – University of 
Cyprus
Stelios Stylianou, RTD Talos
Constantinos Deltas, University 
of Cyprus
Dr Paris Fokaides, Frederick 
University
Dr George Demetriou, Frederick 
University
Dr Fotis Papademas, Cyprus 
University of Technology
Thanos Michaelides, Thanos 
Hotels
Dr Elisabeth Papageorgiou, 
NIPD Genetics
Dr Elpida Samara, University  
of Western Macedonia
Prof. Demetris Skalkos, Aegean 
University

Europe in my city: Technology foresight of Cypriot SMEs

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Nicosia Metropolitan Area
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

CZECH REPUBLIC
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 26  Hradec Králové Region Hradec Králové
p. 27  Olomouc Region (2) Olomouc
  Prague Prague
  South Moravian region Brno
p. 29  Vysocina Region Jihlava
p. 30  Vysocina Region Vimperk

The reports of Hradec Králové Region, Olomouc Region (2) and Vysocina Region (2) are enclosed 
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Date and venue 
3 November 2015
Hradec Králové

Type of the event:
Panel discussion

Organiser: 
Hradec Králové region, Centre  
for Investment, Development  
and Innovation (CIRI), 
EUROCENTER Hradec Králové, 
Europe Direct

Chair: 
René Příhoda, head of the 
permanent representation  
of the South Bohemia Region 
and Hradec Králové region in 
Brussels, moderator

Speakers:
Lubomír Franc, governor  
of Hradec Králové region
Jaroslav Kurfürst, Ambassador 
of the Czech Republic  
to the Kingdom of Belgium
Jan Michal, head of the 
European Commission 
representation in the  
Czech Republic
Lucie Šestáková, Deputy State 
Secretary for European Affairs
Tomáš Zdechovský, MEP
Jan Bartoš, Director of the 
Technology Centre of Hradec 
Králové
Zita Kučerová, Director  
of the Centre for Investment, 
Development and Innovation
Michal Tureček, Director of 
CzechInvest in Hradec Králové
Roman Klíma, Department 
for European Grants – Hradec 
Králové Region

Outline
The Hradec Králové region has considerable potential for economic 
development and growth. It hosts bodies such as the University of 
Hradec Králové, Hradec Králové Technology Centre and the Centre for 
Investment, Development and Innovation, which could boost business 
activity and attractiveness for additional investment in the region. The 
event highlighted many views on business in the region and on the 
cooperation between companies and these bodies. 

The speakers also presented various ways of using EU funding to 
support business, and instruments and opportunities which could help 
businesses. 

Conclusions
The goal of Hradec Králové region is to achieve broadly sustainable 
and smart economic development of its potential. This requires the 
cooperation of all stakeholders, and use of available resources and 
capacity to promote business and economic growth. Information plays 
a key role in reaching targets set, not only on a regional but also on an 
interregional level. 

Business development in the Hradec Králové region

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Hradec Králové Region

More information: 
www.krajeveu.cz/cz/krajeveu/
zpravy-z-bruselu/open-days-v-
kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-
za-nami-84482/

www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/
open-days-kralovehradeckeho-
kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-
podnikani-v-kraji-70500.html

www.czechinvest.org/open-
days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-
mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-
v-kraji

www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/
cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-
centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-
kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-
za-nami-84041/

"Business in the Hradec Králové region"

http://www.krajeveu.cz/cz/krajeveu/zpravy-z-bruselu/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84482/
http://www.krajeveu.cz/cz/krajeveu/zpravy-z-bruselu/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84482/
http://www.krajeveu.cz/cz/krajeveu/zpravy-z-bruselu/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84482/
http://www.krajeveu.cz/cz/krajeveu/zpravy-z-bruselu/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84482/
http://www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji-70500.html
http://www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji-70500.html
http://www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji-70500.html
http://www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji-70500.html
http://www.czechinvest.org/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji
http://www.czechinvest.org/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji
http://www.czechinvest.org/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji
http://www.czechinvest.org/open-days-kralovehradeckeho-kraje-mely-za-cil-rozvoj-podnikani-v-kraji
http://www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84041/
http://www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84041/
http://www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84041/
http://www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84041/
http://www.kr-kralovehradecky.cz/cz/kraj-volene-organy/tiskove-centrum/aktuality1/open-days-v-kralovehradeckem-kraji-uspesne-za-nami-84041/
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Outline
The workshop called 'Examples of Good Practice' was organised by the Olomouc Region and held on 22 June 
2015 in Olomouc. It focused primarily on the beneficiaries of the innovation vouchers in the second lap of the 
project "Innovation Vouchers in the Olomouc Region". Its main purpose was to enable the beneficiaries to share 
their experience and to promote cooperation between private companies and R&D institutions in Olomouc 
Region.

First, the results and summary of the project and innovation vouchers in the 2014-2020 programming period 
were presented, followed by innovations in the region. Selected representatives of the beneficiaries had an 
opportunity to present their companies and the cooperation projects supported by the innovation vouchers. 
The innovation activities of the partner R&D institutions and opportunities for companies to use these activities 
were then presented by the universities' representatives. In the last part of the workshop, there was space for 
discussion.

All the participants received a brochure with information on the project and all the supported innovation 
activities.

Conclusions
Participants had an opportunity to get information on the final stage of the project and its results.
The R&D institutes' activities were presented as well as the beneficiaries' experience and impact on their 
competitiveness.
Innovation vouchers were generally seen as an effective and useful instrument.

Date and venue 
22 June 2015
Olomouc

Type of the event:
Workshop 

Organiser:
Regional Authority of the 
Olomouc Region, Department  
of Regional Development

Chair:
Marta Novotná, head  
of Department of Regional 
Development, regional authority 
of the Olomouc Region.

Speakers:
Introduction: 
Pavel Šoltys, Deputy Governor, 
Olomouc Region;
Project results presentation: 
Marta Novotná, head  
of Department of Regional 
Development; Regional authority 
of the Olomouc Region;
Presentation on innovations  
in the Olomouc Region:  
Kamil Krč, Director of the 
interest group of legal entities 
OK4Inovace;
Selected presentations 
 of the beneficiaries;
Selected presentations by 
representatives from partner 
research and development 
institutes.

More information: 
Project website – in Czech: 
www.kr-olomoucky.cz/inovacni-
vouchery-cl-1090.html
Workshop press release 
(including all the presentations, 
brochure and pictures) –  
in Czech: 
www.kr-olomoucky.cz/
workshop-predstavil-projekty-
podporene-inovacnimi-
vouchery-aktuality-4536.html

Innovation Vouchers in the Olomouc Region –  
Examples of Best Practice

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Olomouc Region

	  

http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/inovacni-vouchery-cl-1090.html
http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/inovacni-vouchery-cl-1090.html
http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/workshop-predstavil-projekty-podporene-inovacnimi-vouchery-aktuality-4536.html
http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/workshop-predstavil-projekty-podporene-inovacnimi-vouchery-aktuality-4536.html
http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/workshop-predstavil-projekty-podporene-inovacnimi-vouchery-aktuality-4536.html
http://www.kr-olomoucky.cz/workshop-predstavil-projekty-podporene-inovacnimi-vouchery-aktuality-4536.html
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Outline
The Olomouc Region´s second local event focused on the Horizon 2020 programme and its instruments 
for SMEs. There was a presentation of Horizon 2020, with an outline of its essential features, followed by a 
presentation of the Fast Track to Innovation (FTI) measure. This tool is aimed at financing projects close to the 
market (having completed research and development, but not yet on the market) to be implemented by small 
international consortia. The tool for small and medium enterprises (SME instrument), which makes it possible 
to finance business plans and major phases of the project to support marketing was presented in the second 
part of the event.

This one-day event brought the Brussels Open Days 2015 back to the region, building on the themes debated 
in our Brussels event (Advanced Co-operation in Regional SME Support). 

The event was focused on the members of the regional chamber of commerce, SMEs, universities and research 
centres. The content of the event was designed to engage the audience, including people who have little 
or no previous experience of Horizon 2020, in order to raise their awareness of the opportunities available.  
The consultation with the NCP concluded the workshop.
 

Conclusions
Participants had an opportunity to obtain information on Horizon 2020 and its instruments for SMEs.
The workshop offered practical information on how to prepare applications for projects and how to find 
international partners. Experience from the previous events was mentioned. The evaluation procedure and 
criteria were also presented. The workshop provided contacts to the NCP. 

Date and venue 
25 November 2015
Olomouc

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
OK4EU, 
The Technology Centre  
of the Academy of Sciences  
of the Czech Republic (TC)

Chair:
MUDr. Michael Fischer – Deputy 
to the President, Olomouc Region

Speakers:
Michaela Vlková,  
The Technology Centre  
of the Academy of Sciences  
of the Czech Republic (TC)

More information: 
Workshop press release in Czech: 
www.ok4eu.cz/index.php/cs/
home/509-vzdelavaci-seminare-
ok4eu-predstavily-dotacni-
prilezitosti

SME Instrument and Fast Track to Innovation (FTI)  
in Horizon 2020

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Olomouc Region

"Innovative and competitive region"

	  

http://www.ok4eu.cz/index.php/cs/home/509-vzdelavaci-seminare-ok4eu-predstavily-dotacni-prilezitosti
http://www.ok4eu.cz/index.php/cs/home/509-vzdelavaci-seminare-ok4eu-predstavily-dotacni-prilezitosti
http://www.ok4eu.cz/index.php/cs/home/509-vzdelavaci-seminare-ok4eu-predstavily-dotacni-prilezitosti
http://www.ok4eu.cz/index.php/cs/home/509-vzdelavaci-seminare-ok4eu-predstavily-dotacni-prilezitosti
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Outline
Action plans for educational development at regional level are the new tool of the Ministry of Education in the 
Czech Republic. Their benefit is that they will create a long-term plan for developing the educational system 
at national level with regard to the educational needs of each pupil (regional level). This kind of partnership 
will help to improve the quality of education in the regions and address the specific requirements of regions 
through calls for tender/proposals. Local action plans will serve as an important basis for calls for tender/
proposals in the Research, Development and Education Operational Programme in the Integrated Regional 
Operational Programme and also for the Regional Action Plan for the Development of Education. Local Action 
Plans link strategic planning of preschool, primary, secondary and tertiary education in the Vysočina Region.

Conclusions
Ferdinand Hrdlička, conceptual guarantor for Regional Education at the Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sports of the Czech Republic, presented the new challenges and his focus on local action plans for the 
development of educational needs at regional level. He answered specific questions from participants dealing 
with projects being prepared for the direct implementation of the local action plans in Vysočina Region. Fifteen 
project concepts representing a total contribution of EUR 1.7 million were discussed.

Date and venue 
10 September 2015
Jihlava

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Region Vysočina (Department  
of Regional Development), 
Ministry of Education,  
Youth and Sports Czech Republic

Chair: 
Jana Fialová, Councillor  
for Education, Youth and Sports 
of region Vysočina, Chairman  
of the Working Group Education, 
universities, research and 
development

Speakers:
Jana Fialová, Councillor  
for Education, Youth and Sports 
of Region Vysočina
Doc. Iveta Fryšová, PhD., Head 
of the Department of Regional 
Development
Ferdinand Hrdlička, Conceptual 
guarantor of regional education 
at Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sports Czech Republic

More information: 
www.kr-vysocina.cz/seminar-k-
realizaci-projektu-v-operacnim-
programu-vyzkum-vyvoj-a-
vzdelavani/d-4068433/p1=58888

Implementation of projects in Operational Programmes  
Research, Development and Education

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Vysocina Region

"National calls addressing regional 
needs through action plans"

	  

http://www.kr-vysocina.cz/seminar-k-realizaci-projektu-v-operacnim-programu-vyzkum-vyvoj-a-vzdelavani/d-4068433/p1=58888
http://www.kr-vysocina.cz/seminar-k-realizaci-projektu-v-operacnim-programu-vyzkum-vyvoj-a-vzdelavani/d-4068433/p1=58888
http://www.kr-vysocina.cz/seminar-k-realizaci-projektu-v-operacnim-programu-vyzkum-vyvoj-a-vzdelavani/d-4068433/p1=58888
http://www.kr-vysocina.cz/seminar-k-realizaci-projektu-v-operacnim-programu-vyzkum-vyvoj-a-vzdelavani/d-4068433/p1=58888
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Outline
The Best Business Award – Award for Sustainable Management of a Company can be awarded to companies 
established in the Danube-Vltava European Region, which brings together 7 regions from the Czech Republic, 
Austria and Bavaria. 

Participants in this competition gain useful knowledge about one another's management experience and are 
given an expert audit by a professional jury. 

This one-day event brings the discussion about a sustainable and socially responsible approach to business to 
the region. The workshop presents the results of the competition.

The aim of this event is to bring together companies from all the member regions of the Danube-Vltava 
European Region and to connect them to other platforms included in the European Region's activities.

The meeting concluded with the presentation of the awards to the winners. 

Conclusions
The event was a presentation of good practices for a responsible and sustainable way of doing business. 
Business leaders who operate sustainably are those who include social, environmental, economic and ethical 
factors in their core business strategies. A successful implementation of these strategies was rewarded at the 
event. Among the award-winners in three categories based on company size were companies from all the 
countries taking part in the cooperation process within the Danube-Vltava European Region.

Date and venue 
26 October 2015
Vimperk

Type of the event:
Workshop and celebration

Organiser: 
Danube-Vltava European Region; 
Best Business Award Forum

Chair: 
Rudi Fellner – President  
of the BBA Forum

Speakers:
Jiří Zimola, President  
of the South Bohemia region 
Ilse Aigner, Minister for the 
Economy, Media, Energies  
and Technologies, Bavaria
Michael Strugl, Councillor  
for Industry, Upper Austria 

More information: 
www.bbaforum.net

www.evropskyregion.cz/de

Best Business Award – Award for Sustainable Management  
of a Company

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Vysocina Region

http://www.bbaforum.net
http://www.evropskyregion.cz/de
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

DENMARK
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 32  Aalborg municipality Aalborg
p. 33  Central Denmark Randers
 North Jutland  Aalborg
p. 34  Region South Denmark Odense
  Region Zealand Lolland-Falster

The reports of Aalborg Municipality, Central Denmark and South Denmark are enclosed 
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Outline
The Center for Green Transition invited all interested citizens of Aalborg to presentations, workshops and 
dialogue on how to make it easier to "be green" in Aalborg Municipality. 

The event focused on a range of themes that were all part of "everyday life". The presentations focused on 
what "being green" meant and how it affected/could affect/would affect your life. These were followed by 
workshops and dialogue where city officials, experts and citizens discussed how "being green" could be made 
easier in Aalborg.

The event was aimed at citizens.

Date and venue 
18 September 2015
Aalborg 

Type of the event:
Presentations & workshops

Organiser(s): 
Center for Green Transition, 
Aalborg Municipality, Denmark

Chair: 
Lasse P.N. Olsen: Alderman, 
Dept. of Environment and Energy
Zacharias Brix Madsen: 
Green Agent, Center for Green 
Transition, host
Helene Albinus Søgaard

The Sustainable Citizen

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Aalborg municipality
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"Because of global competition, we must step 
up cooperation with our European partners,  
in both content and infrastructure. "

Outline
Since Eastern Jutland has the highest growth rate outside the Danish 
capital region, it is important to discuss how it can develop further 
and attract investment in the future, thus creating potential for further 
economic growth. This conference will discuss the potential for business 
development and create a strategy for further action among the 
municipalities in Eastern Jutland.

Conclusions
During the conference, almost 300 decision-makers participated in  
5 different workshops: 
1. Smart cities, rural areas and collaborative consumption; 
2. Innovation on the dinner table; 
3. Development of a smart infrastructure; 
4. From knowledge to production and tourism. 

The conclusions from the workshops were new ideas for tourism, tourist 
marketing, and new ways to share industry-based knowledge. The ideas 
will be developed in three strategic working groups, who will draft a 
strategy for Business Region Aarhus. With a shared strategy, East Jutland 
will be more competitive in a European context.

Date and venue 
23 November 2015 
Randers

Type of the event:
Panel discussion and workshops 

Organiser: 
Business Region Aarhus* 
(*an association of 11 
municipalities within the Central 
Denmark Region)

Chair: 
Jørgen Gaarde, Chair  
of Business Region Aarhus  
and Mayor of Skanderborg 
Municipality 

Do you want to shape the future of Eastern Jutland?

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Central Denmark

Speakers:
Jørgen Gaarde, Chair  
of Business Region Aarhus  
and Mayor of Skanderborg 
Municipality
Jesper Bove-Neilsen, Senior 
advisor at Hildebrandt&Brandi
Nicolai Hansen, CEO at KMC 
Granules
Erik Jespersen, CEO Department 
of Technology and Environment, 
Aarhus Municipality 
Ole Graversen, CEO Terma 
Aerostructures A/S
Lars Bernhard Jørgensen, 
Advisor for tourism, board 
member of VisitAarhus, former 
CEO at Wonderful Copenhagen 

More information: 
www.businessregionaarhus.dk/
da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/
Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-
november-2015/Billeder-fra-
Topmoedet-2015.aspx

  

http://www.businessregionaarhus.dk/da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-november-2015/Billeder-fra-Topmoedet-2015.aspx
http://www.businessregionaarhus.dk/da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-november-2015/Billeder-fra-Topmoedet-2015.aspx
http://www.businessregionaarhus.dk/da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-november-2015/Billeder-fra-Topmoedet-2015.aspx
http://www.businessregionaarhus.dk/da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-november-2015/Billeder-fra-Topmoedet-2015.aspx
http://www.businessregionaarhus.dk/da/Aktiviteter/Arrangementer/Oestjysk-Topmoede-23-november-2015/Billeder-fra-Topmoedet-2015.aspx
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Outline
The concept of "city regions" has been topical in the region of South Denmark for the last couple of years. 
Mobility patterns and boundaries between rural and urban areas are to be seen from a new perspective, 
forcing local governments to work together on common challenges, e.g. infrastructure, business environment, 
interregional competition, and so on. At this workshop, city regions were presented from a European 
perspective, and there was a discussion about how municipalities in South Denmark could build cooperation 
and EU-funded development projects to address challenges.

Conclusions
The workshop was very successful, with fruitful discussions between the region and the municipalities on 
supporting city regions and their relationship with the EU.

Date and venue 
5 November 2015
Odense

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
South Denmark European Office 
and South Denmark Region

Chair: 
Cathrine Holm Frandsen

Speakers:
Birger Christensen,  
South Denmark Region 
Johanna Lundström,  
South Denmark Region
Jacob Pedersen, team leader, 
Funen city region
Cathrine Holm Frandsen, 
project manager
Henriette Hansen, project 
manager

City regions from an EU perspective

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Region South Denmark
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

ESTONIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 36  Tallinn Tallinn

The report of Tallinn is enclosed 

©
 A

le
ks

ey
 S

te
m

m
er

/s
hu

tt
er

st
oc

k.
co

m



36

"The presentation and site visits offered 
an interesting and informative overview 
on some of the biggest challenges facing 
today's cities with regard to inclusive urban 
mobility. We are impressed by the breadth 
and quality of the discussions at the 
meeting and by the work you are doing  
on this topic in Tallinn."
Milan Obradovic, Deputy Mayor, City of Malmö Chairman  
of the EUROCITIES Mobility Forum

Outline
Mobility underpins everything we do as individuals and is integral to 
our local, regional, national and international economies. People need 
to move around to secure their basic needs. At the same time, mobility 
is central to improving quality of life, by enabling access to jobs and 
participation in society, leisure and recreation. In cities, inclusive urban 
mobility is a necessity for the success of other urban sectors, the 
creation of jobs and creating inclusive labour markets. It plays a key 
role in cultivating an attractive environment for residents and business. 
As urban populations increase, European cities face the challenge of 
delivering efficient mobility with limited physical infrastructure capacity.

Conclusions
The overall objective of the conference, which was to better understand 
the trends, challenges and needs for achieving inclusive urban mobility 
and how the mobility forum could help address them in the future, 
was well accomplished. Outcomes will feed into future policy but also 
project work within the EUROCITIES network.

Date and venue 
19-21 September 2015
Tallinn

Type of the event:
EUROCITIES Mobility Forum 

Organiser:
EUROCITIES Mobility Forum,  
City of Tallinn

Chair: 
Lisa Trickett, Birmingham 
Councillor, Vice-Chair  
of the Mobility Forum

Speakers:
Taavi Aas, Deputy Mayor  
of Tallinn
Paola Viganò, Studio Associato 
Secchi–Viganò 
László Sándor Kerényi, BKK, 
Budapest 
Anne Shaw, Birmingham 
Sašo Rink, Ljubljana 
Pedro Homem de Gouveia, 
Lisbon 
Guillermo Hurtado and Laura 
Trujillo Parra, Barcelona 
Matthias Pfeil, Dresden 
Metodi Avramov, Sofia 
Eva Hein, Munich 
Ian Catlow, London 
Gregory Telepak, Vienna 
Andres Herkel, Director City Bus 
Operations Division, Tallinn 
Peter Håkansson and Tobias 
Starck, Malmö 
Gilles Vesco, Lyon Councillor 
Nathalie Guri, Project Manager, 
EUROCITIES
Vanessa Holve, EUROCITIES

Inclusive urban mobility

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Tallinn

More information: 
Recorded live broadcast from 
thematic conference in Tallinn TV, 
in 2 parts
www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/
inclusivepublictransport1/5882-
eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-2015-
10-21-osa-1

www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/
inclusivepublictransport1/5885-
2015-10-21-eurocities-
liikuvusfoorum-osa-2

News coverage in Tallinn TV 
www.tallinnatv.eu/
index.php/uudised/
uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-
tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-
arutavad-euroopa-linnade-
uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed

www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/
uudised/uudislood/5869-2015-
10-20-liikuvusfoorumil-raagiti-ka-
rail-balticast

www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/
uudised/uudislood/5890-2015-
10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-
sai-tanasega-labi

http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5882-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-2015-10-21-osa-1
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5882-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-2015-10-21-osa-1
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5882-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-2015-10-21-osa-1
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5882-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-2015-10-21-osa-1
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5885-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-osa-2
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5885-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-osa-2
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5885-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-osa-2
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/inclusivepublictransport1/5885-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-osa-2
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5853-2015-10-19-tanasest-kuni-21-oktoobrini-arutavad-euroopa-linnade-uhenduse-eurocities-liikmed
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5869-2015-10-20-liikuvusfoorumil-raagiti-ka-rail-balticast
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5869-2015-10-20-liikuvusfoorumil-raagiti-ka-rail-balticast
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5869-2015-10-20-liikuvusfoorumil-raagiti-ka-rail-balticast
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5869-2015-10-20-liikuvusfoorumil-raagiti-ka-rail-balticast
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5890-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-sai-tanasega-labi
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5890-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-sai-tanasega-labi
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5890-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-sai-tanasega-labi
http://www.tallinnatv.eu/index.php/uudised/uudislood/5890-2015-10-21-eurocities-liikuvusfoorum-sai-tanasega-labi
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

FINLAND
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  City of Helsinki Helsinki
  Helsinki-Uusimaa Helsinki
p. 38  Ostrobothnia Kvevlax
p. 39  Southwest Finland Piikkiö

The reports of Ostrobothnia and Southwest Finland are enclosed 
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"Utilize EU-funding 
to get the ball 
moving"

Outline
The energy capital of the Nordic countries is Vaasa in Western Finland. Within the energy cluster in Vaasa there 
are both global and local companies working with questions realted to gas and mainly natural gas and biogas. 
At the 27th of November there was a combined seminar and workshop organised for adressing how methane 
based infrastructure will be applied in the Vaasa-region. Since Vaasa is outside of the natural gas grid it is more 
demanding to establish methane based infrastructure, but it can also be turned into an advantage for the local 
biogas producers. The aim was to anchor a concept solution for the region that fulfills the goals of sustainable 
development by increasing the export and the local methane production as well as creating possibilities for 
energy storage. 

To give an overview of ongoing projects representatives from university, industry and local biogas producers 
were invited to give and overview of their ongoing acitivties. This was then the basis for the workshop where 
participants sketeched up project proposals on how these activities can be linked to each other to achieve 
added value for the region. 

Conclusions
There is an energy laboratory being built for making research on engines. This laboratory works as a link 
between university and industry. To expand the research area a local gas pipeline should be built from the 
biogas producer to the laboratory. Besides testing engines, a wide competence centre has to be built up to 
ensure that the region has technical experts in the field. 

The transport sector is a tricky sector when it comes to environmental issues. By guaranteeing a steady use 
of biogas the production can be increased. This could for example be done by producing liquefied biogas to 
the Kvarken ferry between Vaasa and Umeå in Sweden. This would at the same time open up the market for 
liquefied biogas to trucks. 

Date and venue 
27 November 2015
Kvevlax

Type of the event:
Presentation and workshop

Organiser: 
Ab Stormossen Oy 
 and Oy Merinova Ab 

Chair:
Leif Åkers, Managing Director, 
Ab Stormossen Oy

Speakers:
Leif Åkers, Managing Director, 
Ab Stormossen Oy
Mathias Jansson, General 
Manager (Innovation & Product 
Support), Wärtsilä 
Erkki Hiltunen, Research 
Director, University of Vaasa 
Johan Saarela, Development 
Engineer, Ab Stormossen Oy
Petra Berg, Doctoral Candidate 
& Project Researcher, University 
of Vaasa
Anna Säfvestad-Albinsson, 
Project Manager, BioFuel Region 
AB, Sweden 

More information: 
www.biofuelregion.se/ipse2020

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Gm-TaIwi82M

Visions for a methane integrated showroom in Ostrobothnia
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Ostrobothnia

Stormossen - Vaasa_Finland  
(Managing Director at Stormossen)

Stormossen - Vaasa_Finland (During the workshop)

Stormossen - Vaasa_Finland (During the presentations) 

http://www.biofuelregion.se/ipse2020
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gm-TaIwi82M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gm-TaIwi82M
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"A sense of place is what it's all about!"

Outline
The main theme of this evening's seminar was Places and spaces: urban and rural development, urban-rural 
integration, fitting with the main themes of the Brussels Open Days. This idea complemented our new regional 
partnership strategy, where one project focuses on developing localism, developing villages and urban 
neighbourhoods hand in hand. The speakers focused on the real interaction between urban and rural areas, 
giving examples of campaigns, projects and activities supporting this.

Conclusions
Localism really is on the rise again, and the seminar concluded that we should concentrate much more on 
similarities and opportunities for cooperation between urban and rural areas as opposed to the differences 
between them.

Date and venue 
3 November 2015
Tuorla, Piikkiö

Type of the event:
Seminar and workshop

Organiser: 
Europe Direct Varsinais–Suomi/
Regional Council of South-West 
Finland, Brahea Centre of the 
University of Turku, local Leader 
groups, Village Action Association 
of South-West Finland, Centre 
for Economic Development, 
Transport and the Environment 
of South-West Finland

Chair: 
Tauno Linkoranta, Village 
Action coordinator, Village Action 
Association of South-West 
Finland

Speakers:
Krista Taipale, European office 
of Turku and South-West Finland 
Sinikka Torssonen, Update your 
countryside project, Agency for 
Rural Affairs
Timo Korpinen, Pro Perniö
Helka Ketonen, Sense of Place 
project, Union for Rural Education 
and Culture
Pia Poikonen, Varsin Hyvä ry, 
and Maarit Teuri, Ykkösakseli 
Leader groups
Tapio Peltomaa, manager,  
Turku neighbourhoods week 

Europe in my region: Urban-rural interaction,  
chasing the new locality
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Southwest Finland
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Centre – Val de Loire, Ile-de-France, Lower-Normandy, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Pays de la 
Loire, Val-de-Marne, University of Pau and Pays de l'Adour and the Urban Community of Saint-Omer 
are enclosed 

FRANCE
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
  Auvergne Clermont-Ferrand
p. 41 Centre - Val de Loire Orléans
  Deux Sèvres Niort
p. 42  Île-de-France Paris
  Limousin Limoges
p. 43  Lower-Normandy Colombelles
p. 44  Nord-Pas de Calais Lille
p. 45  Pays de la Loire Nantes
  Picardie Amiens
  Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
 Rhône-Alpes Lyon
p. 46  Val-de-Marne Créteil

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event
p. 47  University of Pau and Pays de l'Adour Pau
  Club Europe Sud Rhône-Alpes / Europe Direct Sud Rhône-Alpes Valence
p. 48  The Urban Community of Saint-Omer in partnership with the city  
 of St Omer and the Agency for Urban Planning and Development  
 of the St Omer Region and Flandre Interieure  Saint-Omer

©
 V

ia
ch

es
la

v 
Lo

p
at

in
/s

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m



41

"To innovate, you need to 
accept failure and to take risks"

Outline
The Regional Conference on Innovation is a major annual event in the Centre-Val de Loire region, gathering a 
wide range of regional stakeholders from the private and public sectors. 
This year the Regional Conference on Innovation was called "Local Open Days". It brought the Open Days event 
back to the region, building on the debate held during our Brussels workshop on how the entrepreneurial 
discovery process can boost growth and innovation at the regional level. Through 36 round tables and 3 
conferences, the Regional Conference on Innovation showed how the concrete results of the entrepreneurial 
discovery process are implemented in the region through successful examples of regional projects and 
initiatives. 

Conclusions
The event showcased many dynamic and innovative projects and 4 innovation prizes were awarded for 
particularly inspiring inventions (or "to particularly talented inventors").

Key issues for companies and entrepreneurs were addressed such as how to develop innovative business 
models; how to meet the digital challenge; how to better integrate sustainable development; how to get 
financed at regional, national and European levels. A conference was dedicated to tourism as it is one of the 
specialisation areas of the Centre-Val de Loire Smart Specialisation Strategy. 

Last but not least, the active and concrete involvement of innovative regional stakeholders in the regional 
ecosystem and in the entrepreneurial discovery process was underlined as a key factor of success for the S3.

Date and venue 
22 October 2015
Orléans

Type of the event:
Round tables and conferences / 
Regional Innovation Conference 
of the Centre-Val de Loire region

Organiser: 
ARITT - Regional Agency for 
Innovation of the Centre-Val  
de Loire region

Chair: 
Armand Blottin, President  
of ARITT (Regional Agency 
 for Innovation)

Speakers:
Francois Bonneau, President  
of the Centre-Val de Loire Region
Marie-Madeleine Mialot, Vice-
President of the Centre-Val de 
Loire Region
Patrick Riehl, Vice-President  
of the Centre-Val de Loire Region
Michel Jau, Prefet of the Centre-
Val de Loire region
Nathalie Cuman, Journalist
Jean-Louis Etienne, doctor, 
explorer and scientist
Stéphane Lapouille, Director  
of Thermor Atlantic in Orleans
Nicolas Bienvenu, Policy officer 
at the Regional Agency for 
Improving Work Conditions
Guillem Salles, Project manager, 
Cluster Tourism and Heritage
Patrice Chateauneuf, Director 
of Alliance Innovation
Cécile Bonneau, Director for 
Tourism, Centre-Val de Loire 
Region
Stéphane Aufrere, ARITT
and many others....

More information: 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=G9Cmwc1v3GY
Website: 
www.arittcentre.fr/sri
Press articles: 
www.larep.fr/france-monde/
actualites/economie-politique/
eco-finances/2015/10/23/
conference-regionale-
de-linnovation-panibois-
et-les-escaliers-bellier-
primes_11635076.html

"Regions open for business" – SME development,  
innovation and job creation

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Centre - Val de Loire

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9Cmwc1v3GY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9Cmwc1v3GY
http://www.arittcentre.fr/sri
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
http://www.larep.fr/france-monde/actualites/economie-politique/eco-finances/2015/10/23/conference-regionale-de-linnovation-panibois-et-les-escaliers-bellier-primes_11635076.html
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Outline
On 15 October 2015, the Île-de-France region held a day event launching 
the 2014-2020 European funds programming in Île-de-France. For the 
period 2014-2020, the Île-de-France Region will benefit from about 
€ 915 million of EU funding earmarked for projects to boost:
– innovation,
– the environmental and energy transition,
– employment,
– social cohesion,
– the development of rural areas and urban areas facing problems.

Four round tables provided an opportunity to present the specific 
priorities of the ESIF in Île-de-France and for participants to exchange 
views about:
1. the urban component of the 2014-2020 Regional ERDF-ESF 
Operational Programme 
2. measures supported by the ESF under the 2014-2020 Regional 
Operational Programme and the ESF National Operational Programme
3. areas eligible for ERDF funding under the 2014-2020 ERDF-ESF 
Regional Operational Programme
4. rural development measures eligible for EAFRD funding
Conclusions (not more than 100 words or 750 characters)

This launch event, which brought together representatives of 
the European Commission, European Parliament, the Regional 
Administrative Authority and many national and regional stakeholders 
(including potential beneficiaries of the ESIF), was the first occasion on 
which the regional priorities for 2014-2020 were presented.
The priorities of regional programmes co-funded by the EU were 
presented at four round tables in which representatives of the European, 
national and regional levels took part.
Nearly 250 participants were able to find out about new ESIF funding 
options for the 2014-2020 period. Potential regional beneficiaries were 
given the necessary information on how to access this funding in Île-de-
France over the next seven years.

Date and venue 
15 October 2015 
Paris

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Île-de-France Regional Council 
and Île-de-France Prefecture

Chair:
Laurent Dutheil, Île-de-France 
Region
Léa Gislais, Île-de-France Region
Séverine Mignon, Île-de-France 
Region 
Cendrine Cruzille, Île-de-France 
Region
Vincent Bouleisteix,  
Île-de-France Region

Speakers:
Egidio Canciani, European 
Commission, head of unit, France, 
DG REGIO
Christine Revault d'Allonnes 
Bonnefoy, MEP
Laurent Fiscus, Île-de-France 
Prefecture, General Secretary  
for Regional Affairs
Roberto Romero, vice-president 
of the Île-de-France Region  
in charge of International  
and European Affairs
Valérie Lapenne, head of unit, 
Territorial and Urban Cohesion, 
General Commission for Territorial 
Equality (CGET)
Nicolas Pavil, director-general 
of services, Val-de-France 
Metropolitan Area
Pascale Beauchamp, European 
Commission, France Unit,  
DG EMPL
Hella Kribi-Romdhane, vice-
president of the Île-de-France 
Region in charge of vocational 
training; part-time training and 
employment
Patrick Guyot, head of 
unit, Regional Directorate 
for Businesses, Competition, 
Consumers, Labour and 
Employment
Jacques Cheritel, director, 
Créteil Educational District 

Launch of the 2014-2020 European funds programming  
in Île-de-France
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Patrick Martinez, deputy 
director-general, Chamber  
of Commerce and Industry  
of Paris and Île-de- France
Manuel Gavira, European 
Commission, France Unit,  
DG REGIO 
Jean-Paul Planchou, vice-
president of the Île-de-France 
Region in charge of Economic 
Development, ICT, tourism, 
innovation and the social  
and solidarity economy
Catherine Dehaene, president 
of the Digital City thematic group

More information: 
http://europe.iledefrance.fr

http://europe.iledefrance.
fr/15-octobre-2015-lancement-
programmation-2014-2020-
fonds-europeens-ile-france

www.iledefrance-europe.eu/
evenements/detail-actualites-
evenements/article/fonds-
europeens-en-ile-de-france-
programmation-2014-2020.html

"The Regional Operational Programme 
is based on partnership governance, 
and it is our duty to lead and coordinate 
this intelligently in order to manage EU 
funding efficiently, if we want to achieve the 
objectives of the 2020 strategy in the Paris 
region." 
Roberto Romero, vice-president of the Île-de-France Region  
in charge of the International and European Affairs

http://europe.iledefrance.fr
http://europe.iledefrance.fr/15-octobre-2015-lancement-programmation-2014-2020-fonds-europeens-ile-france
http://europe.iledefrance.fr/15-octobre-2015-lancement-programmation-2014-2020-fonds-europeens-ile-france
http://europe.iledefrance.fr/15-octobre-2015-lancement-programmation-2014-2020-fonds-europeens-ile-france
http://europe.iledefrance.fr/15-octobre-2015-lancement-programmation-2014-2020-fonds-europeens-ile-france
http://www.iledefrance-europe.eu/evenements/detail-actualites-evenements/article/fonds-europeens-en-ile-de-france-programmation-2014-2020.html
http://www.iledefrance-europe.eu/evenements/detail-actualites-evenements/article/fonds-europeens-en-ile-de-france-programmation-2014-2020.html
http://www.iledefrance-europe.eu/evenements/detail-actualites-evenements/article/fonds-europeens-en-ile-de-france-programmation-2014-2020.html
http://www.iledefrance-europe.eu/evenements/detail-actualites-evenements/article/fonds-europeens-en-ile-de-france-programmation-2014-2020.html
http://www.iledefrance-europe.eu/evenements/detail-actualites-evenements/article/fonds-europeens-en-ile-de-france-programmation-2014-2020.html
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Outline
The regional innovation agency of the Basse-Normandie region is deeply involved in promoting and helping 
SMEs to participate in European consortia. It works closely with the research and innovation community 
organising information days on European funding (H2020, COSME, Interreg, etc.) with the aim of giving an 
overview of specific work programmes/operational programs and how to apply. 
The infoday on 5 November focused specifically on EU programmes for SMEs: the SME instrument, JTIs and 
Interreg (A, B). 

Conclusions
Around 60 participants, 50% SMEs, as well as researchers, students and associations 

Date and venue 
5 November 2015
Colombelles

Type of the event:
Infodays H2020

Organiser: 
MIRIADE and GRID partners 

Chair: 
Laurent Lecoeur, European 
Project Officer, moderator

Speakers:
Christian Dubarry, Bpifrance, 
H2020 NCP SME 
Alexandre Wahl, director  
of MIRIADE
Laura Heleine, Basse-
Normandie region
Gwladys Lemenand and 
Laurent Lecoeur, European 
Projects Officers, MIRIADE

More information: 
http://silver-normandie.
fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-
miriade-infoday-programmes-
europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-
sur-linstrument-pme/

https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/
status/662198647875100673

https://twitter.com/elisatof/
status/662198933523963904

https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/
status/662216250714669056

Topics relevant for demographic change and the silver  
economy
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http://silver-normandie.fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-miriade-infoday-programmes-europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-sur-linstrument-pme/
http://silver-normandie.fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-miriade-infoday-programmes-europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-sur-linstrument-pme/
http://silver-normandie.fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-miriade-infoday-programmes-europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-sur-linstrument-pme/
http://silver-normandie.fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-miriade-infoday-programmes-europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-sur-linstrument-pme/
http://silver-normandie.fr/2015/10/23/511-a-9h-a-la-miriade-infoday-programmes-europeens-pour-les-pme-focus-sur-linstrument-pme/
https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/status/662198647875100673
https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/status/662198647875100673
https://twitter.com/elisatof/status/662198933523963904
https://twitter.com/elisatof/status/662198933523963904
https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/status/662216250714669056
https://twitter.com/EEN_NP/status/662216250714669056
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"Get inspired, boost your business, and understand 
the future of Digital Culture!"

Outline
Get inspired, boost your business, and understand the future of Digital Culture!
From 26 September to 2 October 2015, Nord-Pas-de-Calais was the European centre of Digital Culture Heritage, 
marking the culmination of three years of study conducted by the SmartCulture project.
Objective: One week to showcase, reflect, inspire, share and build a community through a network of Digital 
Culture professionals from Europe and beyond.
Participants: 300 digital cultural professionals, political representatives, members of the European Commission, 
researchers, cultural practitioners and entrepreneurs. More than 10 countries represented: France, United 
Kingdom, Italy, Netherlands, Bulgaria, Denmark, Spain, Belgium, and Germany.
Renowned speakers: British Museum, Europeana, ADAGP, and Living Labs Germany.
The programme consisted of speeches, workshops, conferences, study tours, networking and business 
matchmaking, cultural activities… 
The highlight: On Monday 28 September more than 300 European experts at EuraTechnologies (Lille) met at 
key activities (the final conference SmartCulture a Business Matchmaking, the EURATECH Culture Days and 
study visits in the Lille metropolitan area).
The challenge of International SmartCulture Week is to make Europe a key player in Digital Culture by:
•  stimulating innovation and inspiring the next generation of digital entrepreneurs;
•  launching new research opportunities for the European scientific community;
•  making recommendations to the European Commission for the development of digital culture as a vector of 

growth and competitiveness for Europe;
•  intensifying exchanges between European countries to take joint and concrete decisions.
 

Conclusions
The ISW2015 gathered 450+ participants from 10+ countries who attended 14 workshops & conferences 
in different locations (Lille Metropole, Valenciennes, Lens, Calais). The event explored the opportunities and 
challenges of new technologies (Data, Digital Trust, Holography, Fingerprinting…) in order to unlock the 
treasures of our cultural heritage for a wide audience, in the presence of representatives from the European 
Commission, and renowned speakers from Europeana, Living Labs Germany, Irights, ADAGP …
The International SmartCulture Week stimulated collaboration between ICT enterprises, creative and cultural 
organisations and research institutes from Europe and beyond, building a new network of organisations, 
specialised in the application of digital media to cultural heritage. The goal was also for the 7 other SmartCulture 
regions to learn from the ecosystem in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region and to discover former and current 
European Capitals of Culture, lille3000 and Mons2015 (Belgium).

Date and venue 
26 September  
to 2 October 2015
Lille

Type of the event:
Conference, Panel discussions, 
Best Practice Study Tours

Organiser: 
EuraTechnologies, Nord-Pas de 
Calais region 

Chair: 
Bernd Fesel, ECBN, ECCE 
PierLuigi Sacco, IULM University, 
Milan

Speakers:
Patrick Bas, laboratoire  
LAGIS/CRISTAL
Ori Pekelman, Platform.sh
Jill Cousins, Europeana 
Foundation
Isabelle Reusa, Grand Palais 
Paris
Paul Klimpel, iRights.Lab Culture
Jens Bley, Living Labs Germany
Alain Durand, Technicolor R&D 
France
Teddy Furon, Lamark
Frédéric Jahard, ADAGP

More information: 
www.smartculture.eu 
www.isw2015.eu

International SmartCulture Week
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http://www.smartculture.eu
http://www.isw2015.eu
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"In the field of marine renewable energy, research and industrial 
development are linked by the necessity to innovate and to speed 
up access to the market. This international scientific conference, 
which has been held every two years in Europe since 1993, 
provides a forum where researchers, engineers and all people 
involved in the development of marine renewable energy can meet 
and exchange ideas, experience, and much more."

Outline
The European Wave and Tidal Energy Conference (EWTEC) series are international, technical and scientific 
conferences, focused on marine renewable energy. They have been held every two years in a different European 
city since 1993. The 11th edition was hosted in Nantes (FR), which held the title of European Green Capital in 
2013.

EWTEC provides a forum where those at the forefront of technology development in the sector meet, interact, 
present their latest knowledge and debate new ideas and issues that are relevant to wave and tidal energy 
conversion. 

In the field of marine renewable energy (MRE), research and industrial development are linked by the necessity 
to innovate and to speed up access to the market. The technical workshops have covered a wide spectrum of 
topics, including:
- Wave and tidal resource characterisation
- Device development, modelling and testing
- Socio-economic aspects, finance and market
- Legislative issues, MRE policies, national roadmaps

The Pays de la Loire region and Nantes host an increasing number of players involved in the development of 
this sector: big industrial groups, SMEs, start-ups, and several internationally recognised academic institutions 
like École Centrale de Nantes.

Conclusions
As the first French venue in the history of the EWTEC Conference, created 22 years ago, Nantes proved to 
be up to the challenge. The high number of participants – nearly 600 – and the large number of countries 
represented during the various conferences delivered a strong message regarding the evergrowing importance 
of marine renewable energy in the world. 

Date and venue 
6 to 11 September 2015 
Nantes

Type of the event:
International scientific 
conference

Organiser: 
École Centrale de Nantes

Chair: 
Alain H. Clément, Senior 
Researcher Manager of the wave 
energy project SEAREV

Speakers:
During the opening session:
A. Poitou, Director of École 
Centrale de Nantes
E. Bouchaud, Elected 
representative at Pays de la Loire 
Region, member of the economic 
development commission
J.L. Bal, President of SER  
(Union of Renewable Energy)
F. Moisant, Executive Director  
of ADEME (French environment 
and energy management agency) 
V. Schwarz, Director of Energy 
of MEDDE (Ministry of Ecology, 
Sustainable Development  
and Energy), via videoconference 

More information: 
www.ewtec.org/ewtec2015

European Wave and Tidal Energy Conference - EWTEC 2015
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http://www.ewtec.org/ewtec2015
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"Young and unemployed people are  
a resource that is underestimated by  
our society and our governments."

Outline
Promoting entrepreneurship: managerial awareness project aimed at stimulating business initiative in the 
educational field, promoting discussion of and awareness-raising about self-employment and entrepreneurship.
The Municipality of Val-de-Marne is running a programme with this aim. Students on basic, degree-level, 
post-graduate and professional qualification programmes take part in self-employment awareness days and 
managerial awareness workshops. Coinciding with the 2014 Open Days, our goal is to inform the young people 
of our municipality about the European Union bodies working to improve for instance their future integration 
into the labour market, as well as their possible participation in local democracy.

Conclusions
Our participation in the European programme promoting youth participation in local democracy (addressing 
the issue of young people's well-being in Europe) has given us insights into the experiences of other countries 
facing the same issues as we are. Their good practice has enabled us in turn to diagnose the issues of young 
graduates, a diagnosis that has led us to draw up an action plan that we launched in September. We discussed 
first steps and the state of play during the awareness-raising days.

Date and venue 
12–13 October 2015
Créteil

Type of the event:
Seminars and meetings

Organiser: 
Municipality of Val-de-Marne

Chair: 
Christophe Devette, 
Municipality of Val-de-Marne

Speakers:
European Commission 
representation in France, 
European Parliament 
representation in France, MEPs, 
local elected representatives, 
prefectures, project promoters, 
associations, local authorities.

More information: 
www.valdemarne.fr

Promoting entrepreneurship
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"European cross–
border cooperation 
university: 
transforming 
borders through 
excellence."

Outline
The importance of cross-border cooperation has grown in the last few years. As the European Union pays more 
and more attention to interregional cooperation in the domain of culture and education, the University of Pau 
and Pays de l’Adour and Campus Iberus, as European universities deeply involved in cross-border cooperation, 
wanted to organise a conference bringing together stakeholders and experts of universities and political bodies 
from all over Europe. The goal was to facilitate interaction as well as the exchange of good practices among 
several universities that share the same goal: the development of cross-border relations. 

On 24 and 25 of September, 12 European cross-border groupings met at UPPA. The discussions focused on 
local and European strategies in the field of cross-border cooperation. There was also a discussion between 
participants about the creation of an EGTC (European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation). Most important, 
every cross-border grouping had the opportunity to present its experience and share opinions, conclusions, and 
advice. Questions raised included: "What tools are being developed within these groupings to foster student 
mobility?"; "Do border regions face the same problems?"; "What good practices can be shared and developed?" 
Finally, the conference was the first step in creating a network of European cross-border universities, fulfilling 
two objectives: to give visibility to the measures taken by the different universities and to coordinate their 
efforts vis-à -vis the European institutions. 

Conclusions
European cross-border cooperation in the fields of education, research, innovation and entrepreneurship has 
always been of great importance for the European institutions. This explains European universities' efforts to 
foster cooperation and their need to be visible to the European Union. Sharing good practices and experiences, 
as well as difficulties and advice, was seen as the basis for improving cross-border joint efforts and projects and 
fostering cooperation generally. Important results are expected in the near future in terms of cooperation and 
action plans in relation to the European institutions. 

Date and venue 
24 - 25 September 2015
Pau

Type of the event:
European cross-border campus 
event: exchange of good 
practices and experiences with 
the aim of developing cross-
border cooperation among 
European universities. 

Organiser: 
University of Pau and Pays  
de l’Adour + Campus Iberus;  
part of project EBRoS2020 project

Chair: 
Mohamed Amara, rector  
of UPPA

Speakers:
Mohamed Amara, rector  
of UPPA
José Arnáez Vadillo, president 
of Campus Iberus
Oscar Lopez, Executive Director 
of Campus Iberus
François Maitia, Regional 
Council of Aquitaine
Xosé Lago, EGTC Galicia-North 
Portugal
Jonathan Boudry (Mission 
Operationnelle Transfrontalière)
Janosh Nieden (Eucor –  
the European Campus)
Iosu Garcia, Public University  
of Navarre

More information: 
https://mediakiosque.univ-pau.fr 
/avc/search?search= 
true&keyword=cross-campus

Cross-border cooperation university: transforming borders 
through excellence 

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

University of Pau and Pays de l'Adour

https://mediakiosque.univ-pau.fr
/avc/search?search=
true&keyword=cross-campus
https://mediakiosque.univ-pau.fr
/avc/search?search=
true&keyword=cross-campus
https://mediakiosque.univ-pau.fr
/avc/search?search=
true&keyword=cross-campus
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"Digital technology, a pillar of the 
european growth strategy"

Outline
The Urban Community of Saint-Omer in partnership with the city of Saint-Omer and the Agency for Urban 
Planning and Development of the Saint-Omer Region and Flandre Intérieure, with the support of the Regional 
council Nord-Pas-de-Calais and the Committee of the Regions, organised a local event about digital technology, 
in particular the existing dynamics on the subject in the territory. The event was called "Digital technology, a 
lever for mobilising the development of all territories".

This event was spread over two half-day sessions and highlighted the key point of the Region of Saint-Omer 
on the subject, which was to have a cross-cutting strategy on digital technology, co-constructed with all the 
stakeholders and partners in the territory as well as its residents.

Furthermore, through a set of conferences, round tables and site visits, various subjects were approached from 
a cross-cutting perspective:

Digital technology: European and national policies to be mobilised locally for knowledge-based and innovation 
economy

Digital technology in regional and European strategies
Digital technology: a cross-societal challenge at the core of the sustainable development of territories. 
During this event, political and technical partners at various levels (European, national, regional or local) were 
given the floor in order to take account of all points of view and practices. 

Conclusions
The first half-day session made it possible to draw up an inventory of digital strategies and frameworks 
developed by the relevant authorities (DG Connect, General office of the equal territories, regional council…). 
By way of illustration, an overview of the digital practices of different communities was presented (Saint-Omer 
Region: Digital Agenda, public debate / City of Haapsalu: e-education, e-health …).

The second half-day session allowed participants to discover concrete actions implemented in the Saint-Omer 
Region to promote digital technologies: educational and technical platform for digital professions in the Aa 
High School / digital hub projects in the Saint-Omer station. 

The numerous exchanges made it possible to encourage and facilitate interactions between the participants 
and the speakers. 

Date and venue 
24 September, afternoon
25 September, morning
Saint-Omer

Type of the event:
Presentations, round tables  
& site visits

Organiser: 
The Agency for Urban Planning 
and Development (AUD) of the 
Saint-Omer Region and Flandre 
Interieure / the city of Saint-Omer 
/ the Nord-Pas-de-Calais regional 
council / the Committee of the 
Regions

Chair: 
Tanja Milevska, journalist 
specialised in European affairs, 
moderator of the event

Speakers:
François Decoster, Mayor  
of Saint-Omer, President of  
the Urban Community of Saint-
Omer, and CoR President of the 
Commission for Citizenship, 
Governance, Institutional and 
External Affairs
Yoomi Renström, Chair of the 
SEDEC commission and member 
of Ovanåker city council
Urmas Sukles, Mayor of 
Haapsalu in Estonia
Dominique Riquet, MEP
Laure Blanchard-Brunac,  
DG CONNECT
Mongi Zidi, President of the 
French Tech, the regional digital 
hub for Nord-Pas-de-Calais 
Anne Faure, digital expert 
Sebastien Duchemin, Director 
of Sopra Steria Consulting 
Michèle Pasteur, ETD
Laurent Renavand, Urban 
Planning and Development 
(AUD) of the Saint-Omer Region 
and Flandre Intérieure 
Alexandre Desrousseaux, 
Digital unit – Regional council 
Nord-Pas-de-Calais

Digital technology, a lever for mobilising the development  
of all territories

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Saint-Omer 
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

GERMANY
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 50  Bavaria Munich
p. 51  Berlin Berlin
  Brandenburg Potsdam
  FrankfurtRheinMain Franckfurt am Main
p. 52  Hamburg Kiel
  Region of Hanover Cancelled
 District of Lippe Lippe
  Lower Saxony Cancelled
  Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Schwerin
p. 53  Saxony-Anhalt Magdeburg
 Schleswig-Holstein Flensburg

The reports of Bavaria, Berlin, Hamburg and Saxony-Anhalt are enclosed 
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“Whether oak, 
ash, spruce or fir 
- no material is as 
unique as wood, 
allowing for more 
variety in the design 
of interiors."
State Minister Helmut Brunner

 

Outline
Using wood as a craft material – responding to the challenges of climate change in Europe
For many generations, Bavarian forest owners have been managing their forests responsibly and sustainably. 
The forest area in Bavaria and the timber resources in our local forests have therefore already been growing for 
decades. Nationwide, one out of three cubic meters of wood is located in the Bavarian woods: a total of one 
billion cubic meters. And every second, one cubic meter regrows.

Carpenters are major purchasers of high-quality timber from domestic Bavarian forests and have contributed 
significantly to the promotion of the use of wood in recent years. 

In order to continue promoting the use of domestic wood, the Bavarian State Ministry for Food, Agriculture and 
Forestry and the Schreinerhandwerk Bayern Association (FSH Bayern) organised a design competition for guild 
carpenters using wood from Bavaria.

The patron of the competition was State Minister Helmut Brunner. Participating carpenters won attractive 
cash prizes and the opportunity to prove their skills and creativity to an audience at the much-visited Heim + 
Handwerk exhibition in the fair grounds in Munich. The award ceremony was held by State Minister Helmut 
Brunner, together with the Head of the Bavarian Carpenters' Association, Konrad Steininger.

Conclusions
The carpenters’ competition proved how many different possibilities this material - domestic wood - offers. 
Wooden furniture is timeless, has lasting value and creates a natural atmosphere in a room. This is sustainability 
in practice.

Date and venue 
25 November 2015
Munich

Type of the event:
« Bavarian timber – Schräge 
Möbel » Competition:
Carpenters' competition with 
a presentation of excellent 
woodwork at the  
« Heim+Handwerk 2015 »  
fair in Munich

Organiser: 
Bavarian State Ministry for Food, 
Agriculture and Forestry
Bavarian Carpenters' Association 

Chair: 
Helmut Brunner (Bavarian State 
Minister for Food, Agriculture  
and Forestry)
Konrad Steininger (Head of the 
Bavarian Carpenters' Association)

Speakers:
Helmut Brunner (Bavarian State 
Minister for Food, Agriculture and 
Forestry)
Konrad Steininger (Head of the 
Bavarian Carpenters' Association)

More information: 
www.stmelf.bayern.de/wald/
holz/bauen-mit-holz/121850/
index.php

www.stmelf.bayern.de/service/
presse/pm/2015/122518/index.php

www.forst.bayern.de

www.schreiner.de

Save energy and create new jobs – the use of sustainable  
materials

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Bavaria

http://www.stmelf.bayern.de/wald/holz/bauen-mit-holz/121850/index.php
http://www.stmelf.bayern.de/wald/holz/bauen-mit-holz/121850/index.php
http://www.stmelf.bayern.de/wald/holz/bauen-mit-holz/121850/index.php
http://www.stmelf.bayern.de/service/presse/pm/2015/122518/index.php
http://www.stmelf.bayern.de/service/presse/pm/2015/122518/index.php
http://www.forst.bayern.de
http://www.schreiner.de
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"Kosten sparen – Klima schützen"
"Save money – save the climate"

Outline
Once a year, the "Berlin spart Energie" action week invites experts in the field to gain first-hand knowledge of 
numerous practical projects focusing on energy efficiency in the construction, building, and housing sector in 
Berlin. In 2016, public and private buildings, urban district buildings, industrial and commercial facilities as well 
as energy-infrastructure institutions will once again be open to visitors during the action week, with free special 
guided tours presenting concepts for new buildings and refurbishment, as well as single technologies such as 
cogeneration heating plants, photovoltaic systems, heat recovery, urban wind power and others. 

Architects or building operators introduce their energy-saving concepts and answer questions. This unique 
opportunity gives professionals the possibility to experience current technologies and concepts already 
in operation, and – not least – stimulates networking. Events for professionals and detailed insights into 
campaigns or educational measures as well as free consultation in the area of energy-saving for private citizens 
round off the overall programme.

Conclusions
This year's 4th edition of the "Berlin spart Energie" action week featured the multifaceted possibilities for energy 
efficiency in the building sector of a metropolitan region such as Berlin. As in previous years, it attracted 
the attention and active participation of professionals and interested citizens alike. Numerous institutions 
showcased general concepts as well as specific solutions for a carbon-free future in an urban context. The 
already established yet still growing network of partner institutions sets a solid foundation for upcoming events 
including a new edition of the action week in 2016.

Date and venue 
6 - 10 October 2015
Berlin

Type of the event:
Presentations & workshops

Organiser: 
Campaign: "Berlin spart Energie" 
c/o EUMB Energie- und Umwelt-
Managementberatung Pöschk

Chair: 
Berlin > Senate Department for 
Urban Development and the 
Environment > "Berliner ImpulsE" 
programme > "Berlin spart 
Energie" campaign

Speakers:
Various campaign partners 
(institutions, companies, ...)  
of "Berlin spart Energie"

More information: 
www.berlin-spart-energie.de

www.berliner-energiesparmeister.de

www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/
aktionswoche-berlin-spart-
energie-die-sonne-schickt-keine-
rechnung/12405186.html 

Action Week "Berlin saves Energy" 2015 

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
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http://www.berlin-spart-energie.de
http://www.berliner-energiesparmeister.de
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52

"The city regions of the Jutland Corridor 
are the drivers of regional development 
in the Jutland Corridor. Their successful 
cooperation is set to play a major role in 
creating a functional European region 
between Hamburg, Aarhus, Oslo and 
Copenhagen."
Guido Sempell, City of Hamburg

Outline
The City of Hamburg coordinates the “Jutland Corridor Project” which is a joint initiative of Hamburg, Schleswig-
Holstein and the Western Denmark regions (Region of Southern Denmark, Central Denmark Region, North 
Denmark Region). In the course of this project large-scale cross-border cooperation between Denmark and 
Germany in the Jutland Corridor will be promoted with a special focus on cities and city regions. Additionally, 
extending cooperation to Norway and Sweden is on the agenda of our common approach. In the course of 
the project, a workshop focusing on cities and their regions took place in Kiel on 12 November 2015. During 
this meeting the members of the Jutland Corridor Project discussed ongoing and future projects in the Jutland 
Corridor, where additional cooperation partners (cities or regions) could join in building larger cooperation 
areas. Additionally, good practices of such cooperations were presented. A discussion whether potentials for 
“European model projects” can be developed was held.

Conclusions
The workshop successfully paved the way for a more intensive exchange of knowledge and cross-border 
cooperation between the city regions in the Jutland Corridor. One of the conclusions was to establish an annual 
meeting of the city regions and to invite those networks which weren’t present in Kiel. A number of additional 
and very concrete projects of further cooperation were discussed and collected, in order to arrange them into 
an “action plan” and decide upon regional relevance and support during the next Jutland Corridor international 
conference in spring 2016.

Date and venue 
12 November 2015
Kiel

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser:
City of Hamburg

Chair: 
Guido Sempell, Free and 
Hanseatic City of Hamburg, 
Ministry for Urban Development 
and Housing

Speakers:
Stefan Seidler, Ministry of 
Justice, Cultural and European 
Affairs Schleswig-Holstein 
Søren Adamsen, COWI 
Guido Sempell, Free and 
Hanseatic City of Hamburg, 
Ministry for Urban Development 
and Housing) Andreas Obersteg 
(HafenCity University Hamburg 
Silvia Stiller, Georg Consulting 
Rune Stig Mortensen, Region 
Syddanmark)
Christina Z. Folmand Knudsen, 
Business Region North Denmark
Jan Beyer Schmidt-Sørensen, 
Aarhus Municipality
Morten Rettig, Triangle Region, 
Kolding
Dr Peter Schroeders, City  
of Flensburg
Karen Rinke, 
Wissenschaftszentrum Kiel  
and Bettina Mannebeck, 
Odournet GmbH
Jakob Richter, Hamburg 
Metropolitan Region
Per Kristersson, Göteborg 
Region Association of Local 
Authorities

Cities and city regions in the Jutland Corridor – Engines of  
future regional growth and centres for cross-border cooperation

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Hamburg
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"Demographic development is one  
of the megatrends of our time."
Thomas Webel, Minister for Regional Development and 
Transport Saxony-Anhalt"

Outline
Ten winners received the 2015 Demography Award on 19th November at an award ceremony held at the Palais 
Fürstenwall (seat of the State Chancellery). The prize honours individuals, institutions and companies who have 
contributed to demographic change in Saxony-Anhalt. 
Prime Minister Dr. Reiner Haseloff praised the commitment of institutions, associations and communities 
whose activities make an important contribution to shaping the daily life and the future of the country facing 
demographic change. He emphasised that “demographic policy is more than just a keyword - it is a cross-
cutting issue, and it is becoming important.”
Thomas Webel, Minister for Regional Development and Transport, said that “it takes courage, creativity, 
imagination and innovative solutions to tackle demographic change. With our demography award we honour 
this commitment on the part of our citizens.” 

With the support of the Demography Alliance and several sponsors a total of EUR 10 000 was awarded for 
the winning projects. More than 70 entries were registered, in three categories. The prizes are each endowed 
with EUR 1 500 (1st place), EUR 1 000 (2nd place) and EUR 500 (3rd place). For the first time a special prize of  
EUR 2 000 EUR for "tolerance" was awarded.
Conclusions (not more than 100 words or 750 characters)

The demography award honours individuals, institutions and companies who have contributed significantly 
with their projects and initiatives to dealing with demographic change in Saxony-Anhalt.
This year, the award ceremony took place in the following categories: “Making a difference” (quality of life in 
urban and rural areas), “Welcoming” (attracting professionals and young people) and “Growing” (strengthen 
families and children). For the first time a special prize was donated in the "Tolerance" category . It is endowed 
with EUR 2 000 EUR. A total of 74 applications had been received.

Date and venue 
19 November 2015
Magdeburg 

Type of the event:
Award Ceremony

Organiser: 
Ministry for Regional 
Development and Transport, 
Saxony-Anhalt, Magdeburg 
(Germany)

Chair: 
Patron: Minister-President  
Dr. Reiner Haseloff

Speakers:
Dr. Reiner Haseloff, Minister-
President 
Thomas Webel, Minister for 
Regional Development and 
Transport
Manfred Maas, Development 
Bank of Saxony-Anhalt

More information: 
www.demografie.sachsen-anhalt.
de/demografie-preis-2015/

Demography Award Saxony-Anhalt 2015

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Saxony-Anhalt
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

GREECE
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Region of Crete Heraklion
p. 55  Sterea Ellada Region Lamia

The report of Sterea Ellada Region is enclosed 
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Outline
The Region of Sterea Ellada is the second-largest Greek region, located in the centre of the country, with a 
population of 564 870. According to the regional strategic plan, the agricultural sector is of the utmost 
importance for the sustainable and fair territorial development of the Region. 

The Agri-Nutritional Partnership Strategy is a PPP initiative. Discussions concerned the role of all actors involved 
in the agri-food sector, such as municipalities, chambers, businesses, NGOs, associations, etc. The main aim of 
the strategy is to use the agri-food sector as a way to boost regional development. 

Lastly, much attention was paid to how to monitor developments and trends in consumers' food preferences 
and how to achieve high-quality certification in agricultural products by using the financial tools of P.A.D. 2014-
2020, policies such as 'Europe of Traditions', and EU best practice.

Conclusions
The challenge is to adapt the Agri-Nutritional Partnership Strategy to the evolving international and European 
context. In concrete terms, how can we adapt it, for example, to the new Common Agricultural Policy, the 
recently adopted GMO directive and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership?

The local event was based on the way in which the Agri-Nutritional Partnership Strategy can contribute to 
facing the above-mentioned challenges, as well as making proper use of opportunities which arise.

Date and venue 
7 December 2015
Lamia

Type of the event:
Panel discussion

Organiser:
Sterea Ellada Region

Chair: 
George Kelaiditis, Vice- 
Governor for the agricultural 
economy and veterinary matters, 
Sterea Ellada Region 

Speakers:
Kostas Bakoyannis, Governor  
of Sterea Ellada Region 
Nikolaos Stavroyiannis, Mayor 
of Lamia
George Kelaiditis, Vice- 
Governor for agricultural 
economy and veterinary matters, 
Sterea Ellada Region 
Serkos Charoutounian, 
Professor of Athens Agricultural 
University (A.A.U.)
Epaminontas Evergetis, Special 
researcher at A.A.U.
Dimitris Lianos, Technical 
Consultant at the Interim 
Management Authority, Sterea 
Ellada Region 

Agri-Nutritional Partnership of the Sterea Ellada Region –  
Agricultural products certification – financial tools P A D  2014-2020

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Sterea Ellada Region

"The Agri-Nutritional Partnership initiative"
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

HUNGARY
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

 Budapest Budapest
p. 57   Észak-Alföld  Debrecen
p. 58  Miskolc Miskolc

The reports of Észak-Alföld and Miskolc are enclosed 
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"Internationalisation is stimulating 
local spillovers from global pipelines."

  

Outline
As the ninth stop of the Learning Journey (SmartSpec, FP7), the Open Days local event of Észak-Alföld 
region organised by INNOVA Észak-Alföld Nonprofit Ltd. focused on the role of internationalisation in Smart 
Specialisation in a region which is frequently called the "eastern gate of Europe". Interregional cooperation and 
participation in international projects are key factors for the exchange of good practices and for cooperation 
based on comparative advantage. 

The presentations of Hungarian and international experts gave participants an insight into the importance to 
economic development of participation in different European programmes.

We should be able to learn from the results of the SmartSpec project and match possible solutions to future 
plans.

Learning about national calls for proposals and their contribution to EU ones, and about good and bad practices, 
made the participants more interested in EU calls.

Conclusions
The presentations demonstrated that all regions should be aware of internationalisation and that this should be 
part of our strategic planning. Europe is an entity in which nations, regions and organisations should cooperate. 
Smart Specialisation is the basis for this, but unfortunately there are wide disparities between regions and 
countries in this process. 

Stakeholders should look outward and be informed by bridging organisations like INNOVA Észak-Alföld 
Nonprofit Ltd., and that way they will be able to identify their comparative advantage and contribute to 
economic development (innovation, employment, knowledge-based economy).

Date and venue
10 September 2015 
Debrecen 

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
INNOVA Észak-Alföld Nonprofit 
Ltd.

Chair: 
Orsolya Gregán, managing 
director, INNOVA Észak-Alföld 
Nonprofit Ltd.

Speakers:
Prof. Adrian Healy, Cardiff 
University
Ryan Titley, ERRIN
Dávid Lakatos, National 
Research, Development and 
Innovation Office
Dr Csaba Papp, Debrecen 
University and City of Debrecen 
in HU-RO cross-border 
programme
István Kollár-Éri, deputy 
director at INNOVA Észak-Alföld 
Nonprofit Ltd.
Dr László Stündl, vice-dean at 
University of Debrecen
András Ibrányi, head of unit, 
Hajdú-Bihar county authority
Dr Lajos Barcsa, deputy mayor 
of Debrecen
Gorazd Jenko, secretary, 
Slovenian Republic
Jesus Zepada, 
innovation manager, WFB 
Wirtschaftsförderung Bremen 
GmbH

More information: 
For more information contact 
INNOVA Észak-Alföld Nonprofit 
Ltd.
Reports on SmartSpec project 
will be available in 2016

The role of internationalisation in Smart Specialisation  
Strategies

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Észak-Alföld 
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Outline
The Municipality of Miskolc has committed itself to the utilisation of renewable energy sources, and to 
environmental protection, sustainable development and environmental awareness-raising amongst the 
general public. Aspects of the “Green City” and “Smart City” have been taken into consideration in strategy and 
action plan development, and in city development projects.
The municipality of Miskolc has relevant experience in biogas production and utilisation. The landfill gas from 
Miskolc's reclaimed landfill is used in the city's district heating system. The city's Water Supply Company has 
carried out a biogas utilisation project using sewage as a basis. The municipality's Public Transport Company 
has decided to purchase CNG buses in the near future, which will also be able to use biomethane. The city's 
Waste Management Company is taking part in an R+D project with researchers at the University of Miskolc, 
targeting the use of municipal solid waste for energy.

We organised a workshop at the Ceremonial Hall of the Municipality with a plenary session on the good 
practice, plans and the projects carried out in Miskolc in the field of sustainability and biogas. After the plenary 
session we organised a round table session with representatives from the university, business, the industrial 
sector and the municipality. The round table session focused on sustainability and renewable energy utilisation 
in the industrial sector and micro-regional renewable energy-based territorial development.

Conclusions
Representatives from the municipality, the university and industry were able to meet at the workshop. Decision-
makers, key industrial actors, researchers and innovators, and relevant interest groups were able to share their 
experience. The purpose of the workshop was to encourage and stimulate economic development based on 
innovation in the automotive industry, mechanical engineering, information technology and electronics, as 
well as in the field of energy and the environment industry.

Date and venue 
8 October 2015
Miskolc

Type of the event:
Presentation & workshop

Organiser: 
Europe Direct North East/ 
Durham County Council,  
One NorthEast (RDA), North  
of England Brussels Office

Chair: 
Dr György Fábri, Associate 
professor, University of Eötvös 
Lóránd

Speakers:
György Vécsi, President of the 
Board, Miskolc Holding Plc
László Nyíri, Managing Director, 
Miskolci Heat Supply Ltd
Róbert Majoros, Managing 
Director, Miskolc Waste 
management Ltd
Dr Péter Henn, ÉMI Non-profit 
Company for Quality Control  
and Innovation in Buildings

Europe in my city: Regional forum on Smart and Sustainable 
Miskolc (RES-utilization in Miskolc-EgyetemVáros 2015 project)

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Miskolc
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

IRELAND
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 60   Border Midland and Western Region Castlebar
p. 61   Cork Ratheniska

Both reports are enclosed 

©
 P

at
ry

k 
Ko

sm
id

er
/s

hu
tt

er
st

oc
k.

co
m



60

"Everybody agreed that the main issues for biogas 
development were information about the pros 
and cons of biogas, followed by legislation on 
the use of waste as an input material for biogas 
production and the control of digester waste 
products."

	

	

Outline
The West of Ireland local event will focus on how the region is increasing its engagement with the European 
Union and how we can benefit from learning from other EU regions. The event will showcase some examples of 
regional projects and initiatives that are tackling key European challenges, sharing best practice and improving 
local service delivery.

This one-day event will bring the Brussels Open Days back to the region, building on the themes debated at our 
Brussels event. We will look at successful projects and opportunities to learn from partners from other European 
countries. We will raise awareness about how the West of Ireland region is represented within the European 
institutions and the advice and support organisations which can be contacted locally.

The content of the event will be designed to engage the audience, including people who have little or no 
previous experience of European work and funding, in order to raise their awareness of the opportunities 
available.

Conclusions
Everybody agreed that the main issues for biogas development were information about the pros and cons of 
biogas, followed by legislation on the use of waste as an input material for biogas production and the control 
of digester waste products.
As a government agency, the Western Development Commission (WDC) will support a comprehensive study of 
biogas options for the region based on demand for biogas and the potential opportunities to supply. This study 
will be based on strategic long-term biogas options that are sustainable and create local economic activity.

Date and venue 
24-28 August 2015
Castlebar, County Mayo

Type of the event:
Biogas Workshop outcome from 
27 August 2015
(Europe in my region: responding 
to our global challenges in the 
Border Midland and Western 
Region)

Organiser:
Mayo Energy Agency Ltd, Arran 
Place, Ballina, Co Mayo, Ireland
Mayo Enterprise Office, Cedar 
House, Moneen, Castlebar, Co 
Mayo

Chair: 
Michael Hegarty, Manager 
– Irish Bioenergy Association 
(IrBEA)

Speakers:
Patrick Moran – Executive 
Engineer, Tipperary County 
Council, Biogas resulting from 
sewerage sludge digestion and 
electricity generation
Christian Jenne (Ph.D. 
researcher, UDE – University 
Duisburg–Essen), Overview of 
biogas operations in Europe – 
opportunity for Ireland 
Noel Gavigan, (IrBEA) Irish 
Bioenergy Association, 
Opportunities for AD 
Development in the region 
(small-scale) 
Ian Brannigan, Head of Regional 
Development (WDC), Regional 
Policy Development and Jobs

More information: 
Mayo Energy Agency Ltd  
www.mayoenergy.ie
Irish bioenergy Association 
(Irbea) www.irbea.ie
Western Development Comission 
(WDC) www.wdc.ie
Composting and Anaerobic 
Digestion Association of Ireland 
(Cré) www.cre.ie

Biogas Opportunities in the West of Ireland
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IPSE Open Day Castlebar, Ireland - Introduction. IPSE Open Day Castlebar, Ireland. Noel Gavigan Irbea

http://www.mayoenergy.ie
http://www.irbea.ie
http://www.wdc.ie
http://www.cre.ie
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"Ireland has the potential to replace at least 30% of its natural 
gas with biomethane by 2030"

Date and venue 
22 September 2015
Ratheniska, Co Laois

Type of the event:
Exhibition and workshop

Organiser: 
Gas Networks Ireland/ 
Renewable Gas Forum Ireland

Speakers:
Ian Kilgallon, Gas Networks 
Ireland
James Browne, Gas Networks 
Ireland
Laura Gil Carrera, Gas networks 
Ireland

More information: 
www.npa.ie/2015/09/renewable-
gas-an-opportunity-for-ireland-
to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-
emissions-from-farming/

Outline
The Republic of Ireland has great potential for biomethane production and utilisation, especially from agri-
waste and farm-based biogas plants. Targeting agri-waste as a source for biogas would help Ireland to meet 
the Renewable Energy Targets, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, mitigate waste disposal and grow the local 
and indigenous economy in the country. 

On 22 September, an exhibition was hosted by GNI at the National Ploughing Championship. We believed 
that a demonstration of the full chain of biogas (from production to utilisation) was critical to increase public 
interest. At the exhibition site, two demonstration biogas plants (lab scale & mobile small scale) and a CNG 
vehicle were shown. Firstly, the public was given a detailed explanation of biogas production on farm sites since 
education and awareness are key elements to grow this industry. Moreover, the applicability of the biomethane 
virtual pipeline was explained in a workshop. Moreover, the Renewable Gas Forum Ireland was launched in the 
afternoon, allowing people to get more information on its role in the biogas industry.
Interesting discussions concerning the challenges and next steps to take in order to develop the biogas industry 
took place during the exhibition. The general public and farmers in particular showed considerable interest in 
the demonstration plants and CNG vehicles, allowing us to spread the word and engage with several parties. 
Schools also showed considerable interest. New events will therefore be scheduled in the coming months to 
explain the biogas chain and its benefits to students. 

Conclusions
Ireland has great potential to develop its biomethane industry in the coming years. Substantial growth in this 
field is forecast. However, the general public does not seem to be aware of it. More information on the benefits 
of biomethane for local farmers, finance and economic facts, the possibility of incentives, procedures to build 
a biogas plant and the potential of the biomethane virtual pipeline should be given. Those were the most 
common concerns during the exhibition/workshop. We therefore believe that several actions should be taken 
in parallel, first of all, by promoting biomethane production and utilisation across the country and secondly by 
giving priority to potential biomethane projects such as a virtual pipeline. 

Turning farm waste into fuel for transport and commercial sites 
via virtual biomethane pipeline
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http://www.npa.ie/2015/09/renewable-gas-an-opportunity-for-ireland-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-from-farming/
http://www.npa.ie/2015/09/renewable-gas-an-opportunity-for-ireland-to-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions-from-farming/
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Abruzzo, Calabria, Genoa, Liguria, Lombardy, Piedmont, Veneto, T33 Srl and Prima 
Persona are enclosed 

ITALY
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
p. 63  Abruzzo Region Pescara
  Aosta Valley Aosta
  Autonomous Region of Sardinia Cagliari
 Basilicata Region  Matera
p. 64   Calabria Region Reggio Calabria
  Emilia Romagna Region Bologna
  Friuli Venezia Giulia 
p. 65   Genoa Genoa
 Lazio Region Rome
p. 66   Liguria Region La Spezia
p. 67   Lombardy Milan
 Marche Region Milan
p. 68  Piedmont Region  Turin
  Puglia Region Bari
  Sicilia Region Palermo
 Umbria Perugia
p. 69   Veneto Region Venice

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event
p. 70   t33 Srl Ancona
  IRECOOP Alto Adige  Cancelled
p. 71   Prima Persona Rome
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Date and venue 
14 September 2015
Pescara

Type of the event:
Round table: conversation with 
Romano Prodi

Organiser: 
Abruzzo Region 

Chair:
Luciano D'Alfonso, President  
of Abruzzo Region, member  
of the European Committee  
of the Regions

Speakers:
Prof. Romano Prodi, former 
President of the European 
Commission
Prof. Lucio Caracciolo, Director 
of “Limes” review
Gen. Giuseppe Cucchi, Scientific 
Advisor to the Limes” review

More information: 
Website of Abruzzo Region: 
www.regione.abruzzo.it

Social Media (facebook) “L'Europa 
é in Abruzzo”: 
http://goo.gl/HBH6Mw

Outline
The event aimed to take a European perspective on the ongoing debate in Italy about Europe and the way 
forward. 
Target groups of participants:
The event addressed politicians and officials as well as practitioners from local and regional bodies, authorities, 
agencies universities, research centres and associations of entrepreneurs and trade unions.

Conclusions
Luciano D'Alfonso pointed out that "by understanding why the process of integration just stopped at one 
point, we can better understand what is happening today on our continent. The starting point can be situated 
in 2003, when the budgets of Member States would have been examined more deeply. This did not happen 
properly and Europe is a project that remained unfinished from an institutional and economic point of view".

Challenges Facing Europe
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http://www.regione.abruzzo.it
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www.provincia.rc.it	  	  

Outline
The local event in Reggio Calabria highlighted the increased commitment of local authorities to working on 
european issues in the strait of messina. This was an opportunity to share the results of the interreg ivc project 
nostra "network of straits" in the strait of messina and to discuss the role of the european straits initiative (esi) 
to tackle the major challenges of the strait of messina together with similar local authorities bordering other 
european straits and to improve the delivery of european policies at local level. Particular attention was given 
to how the results of nostra project and the european straits initiative could participate in the development of 
an integrated region with innovative governance, in the heart of the euro–mediterranean region.

Conclusions 
The Strait of Messina is an area where the customs, traditions and language are the same even though the 
residents belong to two different regions.

Date and venue 
28 October 2015
Reggio Calabria

Type of the event:
Meeting

Organiser: 
Province of Reggio Calabria

Chair 
Dott. Crucitti Amelia

Speakers:
Prof. Catanoso Pasquale, 
University reggio Calabria
Prof. Neri Gianfranco, University 
reggio Calabria
Arch. Barresi Alessandra, 
university reggio Calabria.
Eng. Catalfamo Domenica, 
province of reggio Calabria
Dott. Forestieri Francesco, 
province of reggio Calabria
Prof. Moraci Francesca, 
university reggio Calabria

More information: 
www.provincia.rc.it 

Presentation of the Action Plan From Interreg Iv C Project  
"Nostra"
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"It's about smart people and smart 
institutions."

Outline
Genoa is chair of the Eurocities Smart Cities Forum. The workshop was thus aimed at local entrepreneurs 
and business associations with a view to raising awareness of the EU 2020 strategy and in particular drawing 
attention to funding opportunities that are available to support enterprise development at European, national, 
regional and city levels. 

Conclusions
There was considerable interest in the subject, but one key conclusion was the need to have a better definition 
of "smart". There was also a need to clarify in what ways the city and region would support the development of 
the necessary high-speed infrastructure.

Date and venue 
28 October 2015
Genoa

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
Genoa Municipality  
and University of Genoa

Chair: 
Francesco Oddone, councillor, 
Genoa Municipality

Speakers:
Paolo Castiglieri, Genoa 
Municipality, and Stefania Manca, 
University of Genoa

More information: 
www.comune.genova.it 

Supporting smart innovation

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Genoa

http://www.comune.genova.it


66

Outline
The Festa della Marineria 2015 focused on food, science and 
sustainability. It was mainly about fishing and food, with a strong link to 
EXPO MILANO 2015. There was emphasis on scientific knowledge and 
preservation of the marine environment, especially sustainability. Art 
and other exhibitions also took place. 
There was a space specially for children, with food and science 
laboratories, and stimulating games and 
educational activities, involving local colleges and universities. 

Conclusions 
1) The aim of the conference was to draw up a table comparing public 
authorities, higher education systems, universities and the business 
community, so as to establish the assets of this major natural maritime 
region, the "Upper Mediterranean" (from the French Riviera to Argentario, 
via Corsica and north of Sardinia). The city of La Spezia is a natural centre 
and beating heart, as well as a catalyst for a "network of technological 
clusters" in the marine and maritime fields. 

2) A round table for talking about the present and the future of the sea 
in the Liguria region. The University of La Spezia must be supported 
through a phase of transition to its new premises (the former Falcomatà 
hospital). The main stakeholders of research and training projects in 
the province of La Spezia launched a discussion about the direction of 
academic research in relation to the shared future of the city and the sea. 

Date and venue 
27 and 30 August 2015
La Spezia

Type of the event:
Two events in particular are 
connected with the 13th European 
Week of Regions and Cities. 

Organiser: 
Municipality of La Spezia, La Spezia 
Port Authority, Il Golfo e la Cultura 
del Mare Cultural Association, 
which manages the Festa della 
Marineria, G. Marconi campus,  
La Spezia – University of Genoa. 

Chair: 
Lorenzo Pollicardo, nautical 
sector expert
Gulf of Poets, Gulf of Engineers 
Journalists Fabio Lugarini  
and Thomas De Luca 

Festa della Marineria – an all-round series of events
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Speakers: 
Dino Nascetti, president  
of Fondazione Promostudi 
Roberto Sgherri, president  
of ITS La Spezia 
Luigi Grossi, scientific director  
of DLTM 
Burak Akgul, managing director, 
Sales, Marketing & Design Perini Navi 
Dr Mario Parmeggiani, director, 
Porto Lotti 
Dr Federico Galantini, board 
member, Industrie Turistiche 
Nautiche SpA – Porto Mirabello 
Dr Federica Maggiani, president, 
Consorzio Nautico La Spezia 
Dr Bertrand Le Guiner, Mission 
Réseaux et Filières CCI du Var 
Dr Stéphane Plessis, Pôle 
Tourisme – CCI du Var 
Matteo Zaccagnino, journalist 
and sectoral consultant Grossi, DLTM 
Dr Giorgio Bucchioni, 
Confindustria – General 
Confederation of Italian Industry 
Riccardo Statini, T.ME. Spa 
Termomeccanica Ecologia 
Davide Santini, Port Authority  
of La Spezia
Dr Alessandro Pollio, Municipality 
of La Spezia
Enrico Brandolini, Federazione 
Universitari Spezzini – Minitransat 
Rossi, Cantieri San Lorenzo 
Filippo Lubrano, G. Marconi 
campus, La Spezia – University  
of Genoa
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Outline
The Workshop aims to foster the sharing of experience and to strengthen 
and widen networking and cooperation among regional stakeholders in 
the Mediterranean as regards the governance of mountain regions. Tools 
and approaches are required to support a shift to a Green Economy in 
the region. The Workshop will focus in particular on local initiatives for 
the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, sustainable tourism 
and landscape, innovative methods to manage and value biodiversity 
and agro-biodiversity in Mediterranean mountain areas. 

Representatives from the countries included in the EXPO Bio-
Mediterranean Cluster and from other Mediterranean Countries will form 
three working tables on Climate Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable 
tourism. International Organisations active in different fields have 
been invited including: European Commission, UNEP, FAO- Mountain 
Partnership, UNISCAPE, IUCN, UNESCO, ICOMOS, MED Programme, ENPI- 
MED Programme, ESPON Programme, Alpine Convention, Carpathian 
Convention, Emblematic Mountain Network, Euromontana. 

Conclusions 
A Mediterranean partnership will certainly contribute to fostering 
initiatives for a sustainable development of this area, such as those for 
adaptation to climate change, like watershed management in mountain 
regions where the coastal areas often coexist with an endemic shortage 
of water resources, especially in dry seasons; or help with natural hazards 
and soil erosion and their management and prevention and damage 
limitation. It will also help with initiatives involving the whole range of 
actors from civil society, for example the reduction and management 
of greenhouse gas emissions, which have great potential for local and 
private actions in regional climate policy; or green and sustainable 
tourism in mountain areas, whose development can help to diversify 
what is on offer and encourage the sector's growth by attracting a 
growing number of tourists with awareness of and respect for the 
environment in areas of high landscape value with great potential for 
the economy and employment in the region. Since this is EXPO year, it 
is essential not to overlook the quality of the environment, biodiversity 
and their potential in economic and agricultural terms and as regards 
landscaping for the Mediterranean.

Date and venue 
4 September 2015
Milan

Type of the event:
Panel discussion and round table.  
A partnership for enhancing 
Sustainable Mountain 
Development in the Mediterranean

Organiser: 
Italian Delegation to the Alpine 
Convention, UNEP liaison Office 
Vienna – Secretariat of the 
Carpathian Convention, Bio 
Mediterranean Cluster EXPO 
2015 – Lombardy Region 

Chair:
Paolo Angelini, head of the 
Italian delegation to the Alpine 
Convention, opening and 
moderation 

Speakers:
Dario Cartabellotta, EXPO  
Bio-Mediterranean Cluster
Piercarlo Sandei, UNEP Vienna 
– SCC
Giacomo Luciani,  
DG Environment, European 
Commission 

Mediterranean Mountains: Climate Change, Landscape  
and Biodiversity
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"A partnership 
for enhancing 
Sustainable 
Mountain 
development in  
the Mediterranean "

Antonio Ballarin Denti, 
Lombardy Foundation  
for the Environment – FLA
Francesco Musco, IUAV 
University of Venice
Massimo Sargolini, University 
of Camerino
Cristina Mottironi, Bocconi 
University of Milan
Aurelio Angelini, University  
of Palermo
Filippo Favilli, Eurac Research - 
Italian Delegation to the Alpine 
Convention

More information: 
www.mountainweek.org/event.
php?id=33

http://www.mountainweek.org/event.php?id=33
http://www.mountainweek.org/event.php?id=33
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Outline
The aim of the seminar, promoted by the Directorate of Financial Resources and Assets, in cooperation with IRES 
Piemonte (Economic and Social Research Institute), was to provide a meeting platform where information and 
opportunities could be exchanged among experts in territorial development policies as well as among local 
politicians and associations. In other words, the debate sought to help overcome the difficulties encountered 
in valorising and further developing the local territory.

The workshop provided an opportunity to present the research report, drawn up by Piemonte’s Institute of 
Economic and Social Research (IRES), on “Policies for local development in the Piedmont Region (1994-2006). 
General framework and case studies”.

The discussions therefore attempted to raise some issues such as limits, coordination and funds related to 
territorial development. The ultimate objective was to propose practical solutions by also presenting an 
overview of experiences and best practices from other regional programmes. 

Conclusions
The conclusion of the IRES Piemonte’s research report raised interesting positive points and contributions and 
constituted a knowledge basis. This is useful for the introduction of high value levels of changes, that can be 
achieved by local systems and at the same time provided by the new EU programmes. If local authorities want 
to bring about effective changes on their territories, it is important that they put into practice new strategies 
in a competitive context.

Date and venue 
30 November 2015
Turin

Type of the event:
Panel discussion

Organiser: 
Piedmont Region in cooperation 
with IRES Piemonte

Chair: 
Vittorio Ferrero – IRES Piemonte

Speakers:
Flavia Pesce and Erica Melloni, 
IRS
Filippo Barbera, University  
of Turin
Elena Sinibaldi, ACTA
Carlo Salone, Polytechnic 
University of Turin
Alfonso Facco, Lucia Barberis 
and Bianca Eula, Piedmont 
Region
Mario Poma, Assopiemonte
Albino Caporale, Tuscany 
Region
Augusto Vino, Alea
Mario Lupo, Turin metropolitan 
area
Giovanni Carossio, Comitato 
Nazionale Aree Interne
Mauro Laus, Regional Council, 
Piedmont Region
Vittorio Ferrero, IRES Piemonte

More information: 
Clara Durbiano : 
Tel. +39 11.4323989
Fax. +39 11.4325560
Mail. programmazione.
negoziata@regione.piemonte.it

Website:
www.regione.piemonte.it/
programmazione/vetrina/
programmazione-negoziata.html

Approach to local development and regional policies
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Outline
The cultural and creative industries (CCIs) are becoming increasingly important for our region in the creation 
of added value and employment. But this sector is composed of micro, small and medium-sized businesses 
whose specific features make their financial support needs different from those of other sectors.

This conference was a chance to demonstrate the opportunities provided for the CCIs by the EU's Creative 
Europe: the Creative Europe Desk MEDIA set out the priorities and objectives of six open calls under the MEDIA 
subprogramme.

The CCIs represent 8% of regional GDP and 7% of regional employment, and since 2010 the Veneto region 
has been supporting the audiovisual and cinematographic sectors with very good results. Veneto region 
presented further measures planned under the ERDF ROP 2014-2020, both to generate new CCI activities and 
to strengthen existing ones.

Among the tools available to micro and small enterprises, "crowdfunding" instruments have proven successful 
in other European countries. KissKissBankBank presented its crowdfunding platform and successful cases.

Experts pointed out how cultural and creative entrepreneurship has become topical over the past decade: 
when public funding for culture is less available, business-based capacity-building is necessary to ensure the 
success of the creative industries.
Lazio region presented its successful experience of regional funding for the cultural sector. The Via Querinissima 
project was also the focus of attention.

Conclusions
Culture offers a route out of the current crisis, to restore balanced relations between peoples, in full mutual 
respect of their identities. Europe embodies culture, traditions, history and diversity, and we should endeavour 
to protect this heritage. Unfortunately Italy is not investing much in this sector, which makes it necessary to 
look for international opportunities. Drawing more on EU funding and improving cooperation between citizens 
provide a way of overcoming intercultural barriers.

Date and venue 
27 November 2015
Venice

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser:
Veneto Region

Chair: 
Francisco de Calheiros, 
(coordinator, Minho IN)

Speakers:
Cristiano Corazzari, Minister  
for Culture, Veneto Region
Sarah Bellinazzi, Creative 
Europe Desk MEDIA, Turin
Maria Teresa De Gregorio, 
director of the Department  
for Culture, Veneto Region
Monica Calcagno, Ca' Foscari 
University, Venice
Fabrizio Panozzo, Ca' Foscari 
University, Venice
Silvana Davanzo, 
KissKissBankBank crowdfunding 
platform, Paris
Miriam Cipriani, director, 
Culture and Youth Policy 
Department, Lazio region
Roberto Ciambetti, president  
of the Regional Council of Veneto

More information: 
www.consiglioveneto.it/ 
crvportal/pageContainer.jsp?p= 
84&n=81&c=5&e=91&t= 
1&idEvento=7542 
Audiovisual material:  
www.regione.veneto.it/web/ 
sede-di-bruxelles/dettaglio-news 
?_spp_detailId=2962956

Cultural and creative industries: funding opportunities  
in the framework of European programmes
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"If a country does not invest in culture or innovation,  
it will ultimately be overwhelmed by the emerging markets." 
Roberto Ciambetti, president of the Regional Council of Veneto 

http://www.consiglioveneto.it/crvportal/pageContainer.jsp?p=%2084&n=81&c=5&e=91&t=%201&idEvento=7542
http://www.consiglioveneto.it/crvportal/pageContainer.jsp?p=%2084&n=81&c=5&e=91&t=%201&idEvento=7542
http://www.consiglioveneto.it/crvportal/pageContainer.jsp?p=%2084&n=81&c=5&e=91&t=%201&idEvento=7542
http://www.consiglioveneto.it/crvportal/pageContainer.jsp?p=%2084&n=81&c=5&e=91&t=%201&idEvento=7542
http://www.regione.veneto.it/web/sede-di-bruxelles/dettaglio-news?_spp_detailId=2962956
http://www.regione.veneto.it/web/sede-di-bruxelles/dettaglio-news?_spp_detailId=2962956
http://www.regione.veneto.it/web/sede-di-bruxelles/dettaglio-news?_spp_detailId=2962956
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"Partnership was a key factor in building 
the RIS3. Will partnership play a significant 
role in evaluating the RIS3?"

Outline
The workshop aimed to gather different perspectives and good practices in order to raise new questions and 
share answers and suggestions on Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3). It was divided into twoparts. The first 
dealt with the role of financial instruments in delivering S3. Alessandro Valenza briefly introduced the roles 
of financial instruments in the framework of S3, and used the case studies of Germany and Spain to illustrate 
success stories. Bruno Robino then presented some statistical data on the same issue. The two presentations 
stressed the issue of flexibility in financial instruments for S3 and this led to a group discussion that allowed 
each participant to share their personal experience with financial instruments, leaving space for open questions 
and future debates. In this session, Patrizia Sopranzi and Fabio Travagliati highlighted the importance of the 
differentiation of financial intermediaries when dealing with financial instruments under ESIF. 
The second part of the workshop focused on the challenges and opportunities for evaluations in smart 
specialisation strategies, looking at lessons learned from partners in Italy, Romania and Austria. The contributions 
from Andrea Floria on the Romanian experience and from Bernd Schuh on Austria’s triggered an open 
debate among the participants. 

Conclusions
The workshop ended with a debate opened by Andrea Gramillano who put forward 4 challenges for the 
S3 system of evaluation which were actively addressed by the participants: the focus of the evaluation; the 
governance behind evaluation; the involvement of stakeholders; the methodological mix to adopt. Prof. 
Iacobucci added to these challenges the issue of connectivity in S3, linked to the Austrian case, saying that it 
had been neglected in Italy, while Paola Tabor presented the experience of the FVG Region, illustrating the S3 
monitoring and evaluation system. The Molise Region agreed on the importance of counterfactual analysis as 
an important element for ERDF 2014-2020. 

Date and venue 
13 November 2015
Ancona

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
t33 Ltd

Chair: 
Andrea Gramillano, t33 Expert 
from Smart Specialisation 
Strategies, Moderator
Alessandro Valenza, t33 
Expert from Smart Specialisation 
Strategies

Speakers:
Fabio Travagliati, Marche 
Region
Patrizia Sopranzi, Marche 
Region
Paola Tabor, Friuli Venezia Giulia 
(FVG) Region
Donato Iacobucci, Polytechnic 
University of Marche
Bruno Robino, European 
Investment Bank
Massimo Pillarella, Molise 
Region
Sonia Carriero, Molise Region
Renato D'Alessandro, Molise 
Region
Andrea Floria, ACZ
Bernd Schuh, ÖIR

More information: 
The twitter account @t33Srl was 
systematically used before, during 
and after the event, mainly using 
the hashtag #euopendays2015. 
12 tweets were published during 
the workshop of November 13.
In addition, 2 web news were 
published on the company 
multilingual website (www.t33.it). 
The first news, published on 
the 2nd of November, aimed 
at announcing the event 
to the experts interested in 
the technical issue of Smart 
Specialization Strategies  
(www.t33.it/en/node/571 ).  
The second news, published on 
the 16th of November provided a 
report of the day (www.t33.it/en/
node/573 ). 

Smart Specialisation Strategies  What is the role of financial  
instruments? How to assess the strategy?

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

t33 Srl 

http://www.t33.it/en/node/571
http://www.t33.it/en/node/573
http://www.t33.it/en/node/573
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II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Prima Persona 

Outline
Our way of life deeply affects environmental and socio-economic systems, and represents a risk for the future of 
young people and for the life around the world. It is essential to restore a balance. “#It4Sustainability. Toward an 
innovative, shared and eco-friendly agriculture” is a roundtable aiming to establish new partnership agreements 
and develop a more positive model.

More specifically, the event was arranged to identify new opportunities for sustainable and integrated local 
development: “The more common cultivation and farming models are very limited in their effects, and the 
consequences have emerged dramatically in recent years. As the President of Prima Persona, Fabio Maccione, 
confirmed "the Sharing Economy and Digital Innovation offer efficient alternative models, and local areas, 
companies and policy makers must cooperate if they are to be achieved.”

The meeting brought together personalities and specialists to share in planning in the agro-food and energy 
sectors.

Conclusions
Sustainability and innovation are positive not only at the social and collective level, but also economically, also 
generating revenues in typically traditional settings such as agriculture and energy. Consequently everyone 
must harness their own skills and experiences, in order to support a more innovative model. 

With this aim, all of the participants at the round table will be involved in forthcoming operational and 
collaborative activities. 

Date and venue 
13 November 2015
Rome

Type of the event:
Round Table

Organiser: 
Prima Persona

Chair: 
Valentina Cillo, Prima Persona, 
Moderator

Speakers:
Gianni Pittella, Leader of the 
Socialists and Democrats Group 
in the European Parliament
Josephine de Chazournes, 
Singularity University Alumni
Roberto Esposito, Founder, 
DeRev
Silvana La Bella, Ministry  
of Economic Development
Andrea Rapaccini, President, 
Make a Change
Federico Sannella, Director  
of External Relations, Birra Peroni
Simone Tonon, Spokesperson, 
Comitato EBS

More information: 
Website
www.primapersona.eu
Press articles 
Digital4biz: www.digital4.biz/iot/
smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-
per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-
it4sustainability_43672156500.
htm
West: www.west-info.eu/
it/it4sustainability-per-
unagricoltura-innovativa-
condivisa-ed-ecosostenibile/
Askanews: www.askanews.
it/economia/agricoltura-e-
sostenibilita-pratiche-virtuose-
per-vincere-sfida_711660219.htm
Agronotizie: http://agronotizie.
imagelinenetwork.com/
agricoltura-economia-
politica/2015/11/16/
it4sustainability-condividere-l-
innovazione-per-crescere/46308
Terraoggi: www.terraoggi.
it/notizia/Nuovi_modellidi_
agroenergia/14561/11

#It4Sustainability  Towards innovative, shared and eco-friendly 
agriculture

"Sustainability and Innovation as driving forces  
in the agro-food and energy sectors"

http://www.primapersona.eu
http://www.digital4.biz/iot/smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-it4sustainability_43672156500.htm
http://www.digital4.biz/iot/smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-it4sustainability_43672156500.htm
http://www.digital4.biz/iot/smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-it4sustainability_43672156500.htm
http://www.digital4.biz/iot/smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-it4sustainability_43672156500.htm
http://www.digital4.biz/iot/smart-agrifood/l-innovazione-per-la-nuova-agricoltura-a-it4sustainability_43672156500.htm
http://www.west-info.eu/it/it4sustainability-per-unagricoltura-innovativa-condivisa-ed-ecosostenibile/
http://www.west-info.eu/it/it4sustainability-per-unagricoltura-innovativa-condivisa-ed-ecosostenibile/
http://www.west-info.eu/it/it4sustainability-per-unagricoltura-innovativa-condivisa-ed-ecosostenibile/
http://www.west-info.eu/it/it4sustainability-per-unagricoltura-innovativa-condivisa-ed-ecosostenibile/
http://www.askanews.it/economia/agricoltura-e-sostenibilita-pratiche-virtuose-per-vincere-sfida_711660219.htm
http://www.askanews.it/economia/agricoltura-e-sostenibilita-pratiche-virtuose-per-vincere-sfida_711660219.htm
http://www.askanews.it/economia/agricoltura-e-sostenibilita-pratiche-virtuose-per-vincere-sfida_711660219.htm
http://www.askanews.it/economia/agricoltura-e-sostenibilita-pratiche-virtuose-per-vincere-sfida_711660219.htm
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://agronotizie.imagelinenetwork.com/agricoltura-economia-politica/2015/11/16/it4sustainability-condividere-l-innovazione-per-crescere/46308
http://www.terraoggi.it/notizia/Nuovi_modellidi_agroenergia/14561/11
http://www.terraoggi.it/notizia/Nuovi_modellidi_agroenergia/14561/11
http://www.terraoggi.it/notizia/Nuovi_modellidi_agroenergia/14561/11
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

LATVIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 73  Riga Riga
p. 74  Valmiera Valmiera
p. 75  Vidzeme  Cēsis

The reports of Riga, Valmiera and Vidzeme are enclosed 
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Outline
The aim of the local event was to promote the European Commission's Energy Union flagship initiative, whose 
aim is to provide efficient, secure, environmentally sustainable and economically affordable energy for the EU. In 
particular, this would help European regions become more independent of external energy suppliers. Creating 
a pan-European interconnected energy network will contribute to higher long-term economic growth and 
energy security, so that ambitious goals for reducing carbon emissions can be achieved. 

The objective of the local event was to inform local participants about the above-mentioned European Union 
strategies for cities and regions.

Conclusions
The event itself involved representatives from the field presenting their different strategies and case studies. 
These included: technical measures implemented to improve energy security and resilience to future shocks; 
electricity and gas monitoring and control systems at distribution and transmission levels; building efficient 
heating networks to reduce demand; and implementing long-term energy strategies and projects in the fields 
of energy storage, energy transformation and the public transport sector, such as long-term sustainable and 
integrated solutions for mobility in functional urban agglomeration areas based on hydrogen public transport. 

Date and venue 
16 October 2015
Riga

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Capital City of Latvia – Riga

Chair: 
Helmut Morsi, European 
Commission, DG-MOVE-B, 
advisor to the director of the 
European Mobility Network, 
coordinator Innovation  
and e-Governance

Speakers:
Johannes Toepler, Chairman 
of the Board, German Hydrogen 
and Fuel Cell Association 
David Yorke, Tower Transit 
Operations Ltd. 
Aivars Starikovs, Latvian 
Academy of Sciences 
Ben Madden, director, Element 
Energy Limited 
Geert Schaap, Sweco 
International AB

More information: 
www.facebook.com 
/media/set/?set=a.5411235593 
75920.1073742010.232235720 
264707&type=3

www.riga.lv/NR/ 
rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110- 
9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/ 
Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015 
_darba_kartiba.pdf

Alternative, environmentally sustainable and economically  
affordable energy solutions for mobility in functional urban 
agglomeration areas

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Riga

	  

"Riga is the ultimate leader in Eastern Europe in the field  
of implementation of innovative hydrogen technologies."

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.541123559375920.1073742010.232235720264707&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.541123559375920.1073742010.232235720264707&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.541123559375920.1073742010.232235720264707&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.541123559375920.1073742010.232235720264707&type=3
https://www.riga.lv/NR/rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110-9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015_darba_kartiba.pdf
https://www.riga.lv/NR/rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110-9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015_darba_kartiba.pdf
https://www.riga.lv/NR/rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110-9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015_darba_kartiba.pdf
https://www.riga.lv/NR/rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110-9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015_darba_kartiba.pdf
https://www.riga.lv/NR/rdonlyres/83B7E230-8C30-4110-9C40-85DC122757CC/58531/Rigas_Energetikas_dienas_2015_darba_kartiba.pdf
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"The sustainable development of its public 
transport presents Vidzeme region with 
many challenges but there are many 
good examples in Baltic countries and in 
Scandinavia of how to meet requirements."

Outline
The event organised by Valmiera city local focused on existing problems, 
challenges and future opportunities for the sustainable development of 
public transport in Vidzeme region in the context of the EU's renewable 
energy and climate policy targets for 2020. Although Latvia has one of 
the best performances with regard to producing renewable power and 
heat, it is lagging behind in the use of renewable energy in the transport 
sector. Seminar participants discussed how the region can learn from 
other EU regions about the development of clean public transport 
systems using locally produced biomethane. The seminar brought 
together national experts, local politicians, authorities from Vidzeme 
Planning Region, Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences, NGOs and 
other institutions.

Conclusions
Seminar participants agreed that the low population density and 
socio-economic conditions in rural areas were the main challenges for 
Vidzeme region's overall development as well as for the development 
of sustainable public transport in particular. Most participants agreed 
that the production of biomethane from local resources could sustain 
the regional economy while reducing GHG and PM emissions. However, 
monetary and fiscal support instruments needed to be in place.

Date and venue 
22 October 2015  
Valmiera

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Valmiera City Council 
Vidzeme University of Applied 
Sciences
ZAAO ltd

Chair: 
Janis Baiks, mayor of Valmiera 
City Council

Speakers:
Janis Baiks, mayor of Valmiera 
City Council
Ieva Alhasova, Valmiera City 
Council
Kristine Melece, Valmiera City 
Council
Martins Niklass, ZAAO ltd 
Anna Säfvestad Albinsson, 
BioFuel Region AB
Janus Tamm, Tartu City 
Municipality
Gustavs Gudzuks, Ministry of 
Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development
Andis Karklins, Latvian Biogas 
Association
Kristine Rugele, Riga Technical 
University
Lotārs Dravants, head of 
Public Transport Unit in Vidzeme 
Planning Region
Guntis Kamzols, head of 
Transport Unit "VTU Valmiera" Ltd

More information: 
Video: https://vimeo.
com/143333135 (starting from 
6:30)
Pictures: www.valmiera.lv/
lv/galerijas/306_seminars_
ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_
transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_
regiona
http://valmiera.pilseta24.
lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-
transporta-attistibai-
vidzeme-rosina-veidot-
jaunu-pakalpojumu-
391eb47760/1524798 

More information (Websites, links 
to publication, link to audiovisual 
material, press articles, etc…)
www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/
pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_
valmiera_diskutes_par_
ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_
transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_
regiona/ 

http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.
php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-
diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-
sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-
vidzemes-regiona 

www.va.lv/lv/pasakumi/
seminars-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-
transporta-attistiba-vidzemes-
regiona-problemas 
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Valmiera

Sustainable public transport development in Vidzeme region: 
problems, challenges and opportunities

https://vimeo.com/14333313
https://vimeo.com/14333313
https://vimeo.com/14333313
www.valmiera.lv/lv/galerijas/306_seminars_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_regiona
www.valmiera.lv/lv/galerijas/306_seminars_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_regiona
www.valmiera.lv/lv/galerijas/306_seminars_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_regiona
www.valmiera.lv/lv/galerijas/306_seminars_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_regiona
www.valmiera.lv/lv/galerijas/306_seminars_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistiba_vidzemes_regiona
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://valmiera.pilseta24.lv/zina?slug=sabiedriska-transporta-attistibai-vidzeme-rosina-veidot-jaunu-pakalpojumu-391eb47760/1524798
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://www.valmiera.lv/lv/jaunumi/pasvaldibas_zinas/12111_valmiera_diskutes_par_ilgtspejiga_sabiedriska_transporta_attistibu_vidzemes_regiona/
http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-vidzemes-regiona
http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-vidzemes-regiona
http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-vidzemes-regiona
http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-vidzemes-regiona
http://vtu-valmiera.lv/index.php/8-zias/1237-valmiera-diskutes-par-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistibu-vidzemes-regiona
http://www.va.lv/lv/pasakumi/seminars-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistiba-vidzemes-regiona-problemas
http://www.va.lv/lv/pasakumi/seminars-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistiba-vidzemes-regiona-problemas
http://www.va.lv/lv/pasakumi/seminars-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistiba-vidzemes-regiona-problemas
http://www.va.lv/lv/pasakumi/seminars-ilgtspejiga-sabiedriska-transporta-attistiba-vidzemes-regiona-problemas
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"Mobility is a key requirement for active (economic and social) 
participation in society."

Outline
On Friday 20 November a special workshop was held on mobility problems and possible solutions for Vidzeme 
region, with the focus on mobility issues of the elderly. 
For older people, especially those living in rural areas, availability and easy access to public transport play a 
crucial role in reducing social isolation, supporting an independent life, and giving access to healthcare and 
basic services.
Under the European Territorial Cooperation Interreg IV C project Move on Green we have identified good 
practice for "transport on demand". This type of public transport service is an addition to the usual public 
transport system. In areas where public transport runs irregularly or not at all, people are given the opportunity 
to request individual transport to the nearest regional centre where they can access essential services. To 
request transport, they have to call a service centre or use an electronic form on the website.
Discussions also concerned other good practice examples, including what Vidzeme can do to improve older 
people's mobility (e.g. smart bicycles, car-sharing). 
Experts discussed alternative transport solutions to raise public transport accessibility for older people.
They talked about sharing of responsibility between different bodies – who is responsible and how exactly they 
can make transport accessible to older people.
The event was designed to engage the audience, including people who have no previous experience of 
European work and funding, in order to raise their awareness of the opportunities available.

Conclusions
For older people, limited mobility may contribute to social isolation and exclusion, particularly in rural areas, 
and this may affect their health.

Every player needs to be involved throughout the whole process. No single organisation is responsible for 
accessibility, so this has to be shared by key players – like local municipalities, organisations responsible for 
transport planning, and government bodies. 

Date and venue 
20 November 2015
Cēsis

Type of the event:
Presentations and workshops

Organiser: 
Vidzeme Planning Region

Chair: 
Lelde Ābele, head of EU 
Structural Funds Information 
and Entrepreneurship Centre, 
Vidzeme Planning Region, 
moderator

Speakers:
Lotārs Dravants, head of 
Public Transport and Planning 
Department, Vidzeme Planning 
Region
Jānis Lagzdons, deputy head 
of Public Transport Planning 
Division, Road Transport 
Administration 
Kristīne Malnača, transport 
expert
Lelde Ābele, head of EU 
Structural Funds Information 
and Entrepreneurship Centre, 
Vidzeme Planning Region.

More information: 
www.vidzeme.lv/lv/vpr_
jaunumi/47/129458/

www.facebook.com/
VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/
photos/a.452445301472153.1214
80.154933674556652/103425724
3290953/?type=3&theater

Mobility issues and sustainable transport in Vidzeme region

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Vidzeme 

http://www.vidzeme.lv/lv/vpr_jaunumi/47/129458/
http://www.vidzeme.lv/lv/vpr_jaunumi/47/129458/
http://www.facebook.com/VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/photos/a.452445301472153.121480.154933674556652/1034257243290953/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/photos/a.452445301472153.121480.154933674556652/1034257243290953/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/photos/a.452445301472153.121480.154933674556652/1034257243290953/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/photos/a.452445301472153.121480.154933674556652/1034257243290953/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/VidzemesPlanosanasRegions/photos/a.452445301472153.121480.154933674556652/1034257243290953/?type=3&theater
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

MONTENEGRO
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

 Montenegro Kotor

No report enclosed 
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Nordland County, Oslo, Rogaland, Region of Stavanger and Stavanger City  
are enclosed 

NORWAY
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 78 Kristiansand Kristiansand
  Mid-Norway Stjørdal
p. 79  Nordland County Bodø
p. 80  Oslo Lillestrøm
p. 81  Rogaland  

(joint with City and Region of Stavanger) Stavanger
  South Norway Kristiansand
p. 82  Region of Stavanger  

(joint with Rogaland and City of Stavanger) Stavanger
p. 83   Stavanger City  

(joint with Rogaland and Region of Stavanger) Stavanger
 West Norway Cancelled
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"We can’t sit at the kitchen table and wait 
for the world to come to us – we have to get 
out there and seize the opportunities"

Outline
The South Norway region has been booming economically for more than a decade, and has been seen as a 
region with great potential for business. However, many of these business activities have revolved around the 
oil and gas sector and with declining oil prices, many businesses in South Norway are currently facing layoffs. 

This economic downturn is an opportunity to use the region’s highly-skilled workforce to start new businesses 
and diversify into other sectors. SMEs and start-ups will play an important part in this shift and Europe is a 
market to which they will have relatively easy access. Unfortunately, businesses have traditionally neither 
taken advantage of the major market that Europe represents, nor the opportunities for research funding and 
cooperation that exist there. This is partly because the oil sector is highly reliant on markets outside Europe, and 
partly because Norway is a country outside the EU. 

On Thursday 19 November, a debate was held to discuss: How can we facilitate the necessary growth of 
SMEs in the region and help make them more international with regard to the European market? Speakers 
from incubation hubs, a national development bank and public business facilitators gave their views on how 
to improve the ongoing support work. “The Big Money Day”, a bi-annual event held to inform SMEs about 
their funding opportunities, was presented. In addition, a speaker from DiaGraphIT, an SME with significant 
experience of European research programmes, gave advice and encouraged other businesses to look into these 
opportunities. 

Conclusions
As our region is suffering from the consequences of low oil prices, it is extremely important that we are able 
to support and develop our SMEs. Europe is a large and important market, and the public and private sector 
should work together to make it easier for local SMEs to expand their markets into European countries. The 
regional European office, incubation hubs, and public business facilitators all play an important part here. 
However, we need to change the way we communicate as regards this support, in order to make the SMEs 
understand what opportunities exist, how they can take advantage of them and where they can turn to for 
support. Hosting events, such as “The Big Money Day” and being more proactive in seeking out SMEs with 
potential are two ways of doing this.

Date and venue 
19 November 2015
Kristiansand

Type of the event:
Panel debate

Organiser: 
South Norway European Office

Chair: 
Erik Arntsen, Senior Executive 
Officer at the Centre for 
Entrepreneurship (University  
of Agder), Moderator

Speakers:
Tone Birkenes, DiaGraphIT
Anne Britt Bjørdal, Innovation 
Norway
Wenche Fresvik, Aust-Agder 
County 
Clare Jortveit, Confederation  
of Norwegian Enterprise
Asle Pedersen, Innoventus

Innovation and Business Development in South Norway  
as a Part of Europe

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Kristiansand
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Outline
The Nordlands local event focused on how to develop a conceptual and integrated basis for the organisation of 
effective urban policies in small and medium-sized cities in the Nordic periphery/a peripheral context that can 
contribute to the promotion of urban and regional development and how we can benefit from learning from 
other EU regions. The event showcased some examples of regional projects and initiatives that are tackling key 
European challenges. 
Nordland, together with the capital of the region, Bodø, is developing a new policy programme for urban 
development and exploring how to become smart cities. 
This one-day event brought the Brussels Open Days back to the region, building on the themes debated at 
our Brussels event. We had the oppurtunity to look at successful projects in Sweden and the Netherlands 
(Gothenburg and Almere), in order to learn from other European countries. We raised awareness about the 
challenges to the county such as demographic trends and a falling population level and centralisation within 
the county, though with lower growth than in other counties. The intention is therefore for cities to take on roles 
as motors for the regional development of the county. 

Conclusions
Nordland county council is in a unique position compared to other regions, in Europe, but also in Norway, 
with economic growth over recent years and an opportunity to reverse the trend of a falling population. In this 
period of growth is it important to look to other regions and cities in order to learn about successful projects 
that have ensured not only growth, but sustainable growth through new ways of thinking urban planning. 

Bodø especially has a unique possibility with the option of creating a whole new city within the old city 
replacing the old air base.

Date and venue 
19 November 2015
Bodø

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Nordland County Council

Chair: 
Greta Johansen, deputy 
director, Department of 
Economic Development, 
Nordland County Council; 
Moderator

Speakers:
Mr Tomas Norvoll, President  
of the County Council, Nordland - 
About Open Days
Mr Eirik Fiva, Director of the 
International office, Nordland 
County 
Project manager Ms Heidi 
Ramsvik, Nordland County 
Council
Project manager Ms Maja 
Högvik, City of Gothenburg
Project manager Mr Daniel 
Bjarmann-Simonsen, City  
of Bodö
Mr Frank Halsema, Sector 
developer, ICT&Media  
of the City of Almere
Ms Marianne Bahr Simonsen, 
advisor – Confederation  
of Norwegian Enterprise

More information: 
www.nfk.no/aktuelt/nordland-
fylkeskommune-setter-fokus-pa-
bypolitikk-19-november.832839.
aspx

www.nfk.no/tjenester/
regional-utvikling/by-
og-regionsenterpolitikk/
inspirerende-seminar-om-
bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-
stormen.834405.aspx

Nordland County council – Smart cities
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Nordland County

"Bodø, a new city,  
a smarter city."

http://www.nfk.no/aktuelt/nordland-fylkeskommune-setter-fokus-pa-bypolitikk-19-november.832839.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/aktuelt/nordland-fylkeskommune-setter-fokus-pa-bypolitikk-19-november.832839.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/aktuelt/nordland-fylkeskommune-setter-fokus-pa-bypolitikk-19-november.832839.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/aktuelt/nordland-fylkeskommune-setter-fokus-pa-bypolitikk-19-november.832839.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/tjenester/regional-utvikling/by-og-regionsenterpolitikk/inspirerende-seminar-om-bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-stormen.834405.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/tjenester/regional-utvikling/by-og-regionsenterpolitikk/inspirerende-seminar-om-bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-stormen.834405.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/tjenester/regional-utvikling/by-og-regionsenterpolitikk/inspirerende-seminar-om-bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-stormen.834405.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/tjenester/regional-utvikling/by-og-regionsenterpolitikk/inspirerende-seminar-om-bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-stormen.834405.aspx
http://www.nfk.no/tjenester/regional-utvikling/by-og-regionsenterpolitikk/inspirerende-seminar-om-bypolitikk-i-litteraturhuset-pa-stormen.834405.aspx
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Outline
Dependence on fossil fuels for transport is one of the biggest factors 
affecting emission of greenhouse gases in Norway. Measures have to be 
taken to reduce the negative effect of transport on climate. We have set 
ambitious goals at both national and local level. In the Municipality of 
Skedsmo, we aim to have fossil-free vehicles by 2020. 

We share our ambitious approach with our neighbouring regions. 
Together we have formed a partnership, Green Drive Region (GDR), 
funded by Interreg. GDR will help to reduce CO2-emissions by promoting 
a higher proportion of alternative fuels, such as electricity, hydrogen 
and biofuels, in the transport sector. The partners will develop and 
implement strategies, transfer knowledge and experiences, and test new 
technologies. A second partnership, Blue Move for the Green Economy, 
funded by Interreg Öresund-Kattegat-Skagerrak, has also been set up 
focusing on production, distribution and use of fuel-cell technology in 
transport. 

This event showcased the projects and their ambitions by initiating 
a debate on the issues at stake. Where do we go from here? How will 
we reach our ambitious goals? Decision-makers, developers and 
manufacturers of new technology, and practitioners from local and 
regional authorities all faced challenges. Alternative-fuel vehicles were 
shown and tested. 

The Municipality of Skedsmo was the first of the regions' municipalities 
to sign a political declaration on fossil-free vehicles developed under the 
project. 

Conclusions
In order to cut greenhouse gas emissions, it is essential to develop 
clean technologies for transport. It is vital that the public sector, at 
national, regional and local levels, be the first mover in using these. 
Electric vehicles, fuel-cell vehicles and vehicles that can run on biofuels 
are now available. The lack of refuelling and charging stations, as well 
as the cost of adopting the technologies, still pose a challenge, but 
the new technologies may also yield opportunities such as business 
development and job creation. We can learn from the experiences of 
neighbouring regions by cooperating on Interreg projects.

Date and venue 
4 November 2015
Lillestrøm

Type of the event:
Seminar and workshops

Organiser:
Municipality of Skedsmo / Oslo 
Region European Office / OREEC 
/ Green Drive Region 

Chair: 
Jan Carsten Gjerløw, OREEC/
Green Drive Region. 
Co-chairs, workshops: Daniel 
Bügel, OREEC, and Dag Hallen, 
Värmland region.

Speakers:
Boye Bjerkholt, Municipality  
of Skedsmo
Helen Campbell, Delegation  
of the European Union to Norway 
Nils Aage Jegstad, Transport 
and Communications 
Committee, Norwegian 
Parliament
Eirik Trygve Bøe, Akershus 
County Council 
Daniel Bügel, OREEC
Kristian E. Vik, OREEC
Øystein Ihler, City of Oslo
Odd-Olaf Schei, Bellona 
Foundation
Leif Næss, Electric Mobility 
Norway
Anita Svanes, Møllergruppen
Ulf Hafseld, HYOP AS
Bjørn Simonsen, NEL Hydrogen 
AS
Morten Brusletto, Hyundai 
Motors Norway
Karin Stenlund, Fyrbodal 
Intermunicipal Association
Rolf Hagman and Christian 
Weber, Institute of Transport 
Economics
Guri Bugge, Østfold County 
Council
Roger Evjen, Municipality of 
Aurskog-Høland 
Runar Bålsrud, Municipality of 
Hurdal

Europe in my region: fossil-free Romerike  How can we reach 
our goals by 2020?
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Oslo

More information: 
www.oreec.no/sideu.php 
?tittel=Projects&u=Green%20 
Drive%20Region 

http://interreg-oks.eu/ 
projektbank/projekt/thebluem 
oveforgreeneconomy .5.17acc 
68114fd87da2b42598f.html 

www.oreec.no/artikkel. 
php?id=68&emne=1&tittel= 
News 

"A political 
commitment to 
climate change is 
a driving force for 
innovation."

http://www.oreec.no/sideu.php?tittel=Projects&u=Green%20Drive%20Region
http://www.oreec.no/sideu.php?tittel=Projects&u=Green%20Drive%20Region
http://www.oreec.no/sideu.php?tittel=Projects&u=Green%20Drive%20Region
http://interreg-oks.eu/projektbank/projekt/thebluem%20oveforgreeneconomy.5.17acc68114fd87da2b42598f.html
http://interreg-oks.eu/projektbank/projekt/thebluem%20oveforgreeneconomy.5.17acc68114fd87da2b42598f.html
http://interreg-oks.eu/projektbank/projekt/thebluem%20oveforgreeneconomy.5.17acc68114fd87da2b42598f.html
http://interreg-oks.eu/projektbank/projekt/thebluem%20oveforgreeneconomy.5.17acc68114fd87da2b42598f.html
http://www.oreec.no/artikkel.php?id=68&emne=1&tittel=News
http://www.oreec.no/artikkel.php?id=68&emne=1&tittel=News
http://www.oreec.no/artikkel.php?id=68&emne=1&tittel=News
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Rogaland
(Joint with City and Region of Stavanger)

Date and venue 
6 November 2015
Stavanger

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Chair: 
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Speakers:
Christine Sagen Helgø, mayor 
of Stavanger
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development
Tore Guldbrandsøy, SVP and 
head of Stavanger Office  
at Rystad Energy
Karl Eirik Schjøtt-Pedersen, 
CEO, Norwegian Oil and Gas 
Association
Espen Krogh, regional director, 
Aker Solutions
Atle Blomgren, research 
scientist, IRIS
Ragnar Tveterås, professor  
of economics, University  
of Stavanger
Monica Mæland, Minister  
of Trade and Industry
Brage Johansen, CEO, Zaptec
Trond Williksen, CEO, Akva 
Group
Tom L. Nielsen, director, 
Business Development Esbjerg

More information: 
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-
oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-
paa-AArskonferansen-2015 

"The future is many SMEs operating in different sectors."

Outline
The city of Stavanger's local event focused on innovation and change that will affect tomorrow's businesses 
to ensure that the region has a more diversified economic base. The conference on 6 November highlighted 
which industries have the greatest growth potential. Stavanger region has a large and strong oil and gas 
cluster. The goal for the future is that the region should have a broader and more diversified industrial base. 
The conference brought together public sector representatives, businesses, citizens and research bodies to 
highlight the opportunities existing in the region.

Greater Stavanger provided the framework for the conference, and offered input on the changes and innovation 
that need to occur for businesses to develop new opportunities in new industries. This includes intelligent use 
of ICT technologies, the marine industries, smart cities and welfare technology. 

Conclusions
One of the main conclusions from the conference is that Stavanger region needs to foster a more diversified 
economic base. To achieve this, the focus should be on strengthening the region's different industrial clusters, 
in particular in sectors where the region has an advantage. The oil and gas industry will, however, remain the 
dominant business sector in the region for decades to come. The University of Stavanger also has an important 
role to play in educating and training students with the necessary skills for the future, and in attracting talent 
from abroad. 

Innovation and change for tomorrow's businesses
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"The future is many SMEs operating in different sectors."
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Region of Stavanger
(Joint with Rogaland and the City of Stavanger)

Outline
The city of Stavanger's local event focused on innovation and change that will affect tomorrow's businesses 
to ensure that the region has a more diversified economic base. The conference on 6 November highlighted 
which industries have the greatest growth potential. Stavanger region has a large and strong oil and gas 
cluster. The goal for the future is that the region should have a broader and more diversified industrial base. 
The conference brought together public sector representatives, businesses, citizens and research bodies to 
highlight the opportunities existing in the region.

Greater Stavanger provided the framework for the conference, and offered input on the changes and innovation 
that need to occur for businesses to develop new opportunities in new industries. This includes intelligent use 
of ICT technologies, the marine industries, smart cities and welfare technology. 

Conclusions
One of the main conclusions from the conference is that Stavanger region needs to foster a more diversified 
economic base. To achieve this, the focus should be on strengthening the region's different industrial clusters, 
in particular in sectors where the region has an advantage. The oil and gas industry will, however, remain the 
dominant business sector in the region for decades to come. The University of Stavanger also has an important 
role to play in educating and training students with the necessary skills for the future, and in attracting talent 
from abroad. 

Date and venue 
6 November 2015
Stavanger

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Chair: 
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Speakers:
Christine Sagen Helgø, mayor 
of Stavanger
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development
Tore Guldbrandsøy, SVP and 
head of Stavanger Office  
at Rystad Energy
Karl Eirik Schjøtt-Pedersen, 
CEO, Norwegian Oil and Gas 
Association
Espen Krogh, regional director, 
Aker Solutions
Atle Blomgren, research 
scientist, IRIS
Ragnar Tveterås, professor  
of economics, University  
of Stavanger
Monica Mæland, Minister  
of Trade and Industry
Brage Johansen, CEO, Zaptec
Trond Williksen, CEO, Akva 
Group
Tom L. Nielsen, director, 
Business Development Esbjerg

More information: 
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-
oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-
paa-AArskonferansen-2015 

Innovation and change for tomorrow's businesses

http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
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"The future is many SMEs operating in different sectors."
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Stavanger City
(Joint with Rogaland and Region of Stavanger)

Outline
The city of Stavanger's local event focused on innovation and change that will affect tomorrow's businesses 
to ensure that the region has a more diversified economic base. The conference on 6 November highlighted 
which industries have the greatest growth potential. Stavanger region has a large and strong oil and gas 
cluster. The goal for the future is that the region should have a broader and more diversified industrial base. 
The conference brought together public sector representatives, businesses, citizens and research bodies to 
highlight the opportunities existing in the region.

Greater Stavanger provided the framework for the conference, and offered input on the changes and innovation 
that need to occur for businesses to develop new opportunities in new industries. This includes intelligent use 
of ICT technologies, the marine industries, smart cities and welfare technology. 

Conclusions
One of the main conclusions from the conference is that Stavanger region needs to foster a more diversified 
economic base. To achieve this, the focus should be on strengthening the region's different industrial clusters, 
in particular in sectors where the region has an advantage. The oil and gas industry will, however, remain the 
dominant business sector in the region for decades to come. The University of Stavanger also has an important 
role to play in educating and training students with the necessary skills for the future, and in attracting talent 
from abroad. 

Date and venue 
6 November 2015
Stavanger

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Chair: 
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development

Speakers:
Christine Sagen Helgø, mayor 
of Stavanger
Kristin Reitan Husebø, CEO, 
Greater Stavanger Economic 
Development
Tore Guldbrandsøy, SVP  
and head of Stavanger Office  
at Rystad Energy
Karl Eirik Schjøtt-Pedersen, 
CEO, Norwegian Oil and Gas 
Association
Espen Krogh, regional director, 
Aker Solutions
Atle Blomgren, research 
scientist, IRIS
Ragnar Tveterås, professor  
of economics, University  
of Stavanger
Monica Mæland, Minister  
of Trade and Industry
Brage Johansen, CEO, Zaptec
Trond Williksen, CEO, Akva 
Group
Tom L. Nielsen, director, 
Business Development Esbjerg

More information: 
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-
oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-
paa-AArskonferansen-2015 

Innovation and change for tomorrow's businesses

http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
http://greaterstavanger.no/Om-oss/Aktuelt/Takk-for-deltakelse-paa-AArskonferansen-2015
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Kujawsko-Pomorskie, Lubelskie, Lodzkie, Malopolska (2), Opolskie, Pomorskie,  
Silesia, Starogard Gdanski, Swietokrzyskie, Warmia & Mazury, EGTC TATRY and The City of Slupsk  
are enclosed 

POLAND
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
p. 85  Kujawsko-Pomorskie Toruń
p. 86  Lubelskie Lublin
 City of Łódź Łódź
p. 87  Lodzkie Łódź
  Lower Silesia 
p. 88  Malopolska Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy Sacz, Niepołomice, Skawina, Andrychow
p. 89  Maloposka Malopolska Region (16 locations)
  Mazovia Warsaw
p. 90  Opolskie Opole
  Podlaskie Bialystok
p. 91 Pomorskie Pomorskie Region
p. 92  Silesia Chorzów
p. 93  City of Starogard Gdanski Starogard Gdánski
p. 94  Swietokrzyskie Kazimierza Wielka
p. 95  Warmia & Mazury Olsztyn
 Wielkopolska Poznań

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event
p. 96  Europejskie Ugrupowanie Współpracy Terytorialnej TATRY Nowy Targ
p. 97  The City of Slupsk, Europe Direct Information Centre Slupsk Slupsk
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"The system is a mine of knowledge 
about the region. It streamlines decision-
making processes and allows better 
documentation of cases and elimination  
of errors."

Outline
The Marshal's Office and its partners gave a brief presentation on the project to build a computer system 
for spatial data records from the region. The system provides maps, aerial photographs, records of land and 
buildings and zoning plans. There are 142 project partners. The e-government project is being implemented 
in parallel. This part of the project includes the development of a Regional Information Exchange Platform 
(e-Government) and the regional portal for instant communication between authorities and citizens, rolling 
out of software for electronic workflow, electronic mailboxes, and the establishment of a regional public 
information bulletin.
 

Conclusions
The Kujawsko-Pomorskie Spatial Information System was developed as part of the project "Infostrada 
Kujaw i Pomorza", an e-government and spatial information service, realised under the Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
Regional Operational Programme for 2007-2013. The SIP collects and processes broad spatial data. It includes 
information on protected areas, monuments, local spatial development plans, street names and addresses, as 
well as decisions on location and construction. The data is being used not only for spatial planning, but also for 
example to manage the impact of natural disasters.

Date and venue 
27 October 2015
Toruń

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Marshal's Office of the Kujawsko-
Pomorskie Voivodeship 

Speakers:
Zbigniew Ostrowski, vice-
president of Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
region
Ryszard Rumiński, director 
of the IT Department in the 
Marshal's Office of Kujawsko-
Pomorskie region
Krzysztof Rydlewski, IT 
Department in the Marshal's 
Office of Kujawsko-Pomorskie 
region
Piotr Walczak, president  
of IT Serwis 
Paweł Szmajda, president  
of the Board of Geopolis
Sławomir Kozłowski, director  
of Exea Data Centre
Tomasz Giętkowski, Geopolis

Implementation of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Spatial  
Information System and e-government project

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Kujawsko-Pomorskie
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Outline
The main issue discussed during the National Economic Summit in Lublin was political and economic security 
at national and regional level. Representatives of core industries underlined the importance of national 
strategies especially in the defence sector. Keynote speakers presented the challenges facing the chemical and 
agriculture industry, especially in the context of environmental protection.

The Economic Summit's goal was to bring together representatives of key institutions responsible for the 
country's economic security, as well as politicians and economists, in order to discuss topics concerning the 
protection of the Polish economy from risks arising from investment uncertainty, the international situation and 
economic, energy and financial security.

Conclusions
Brussels Capital Region is often considered as the Capital of Europe in an institutional way. It’s the place were 
many European institutions are located. However it is also important to showcase that it is a real Capital, where 
people of all over Europe actually live together. European citizens have become an important and constitutive 
part of Brussels and add some extra spice to society. If Brussels wants to get a broader acceptance as the Capital 
of Europe, this element has to be put forward more often.

Date and venue 
28-29 September 2015 
Lublin

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
European Business Centre,  
in cooperation with and under 
the honorary patronage of the 
Marshal of Lubelskie Voivodeship 
and the Mayor of Lublin City

Chair: 
Dr Filip Elżanowski - 
Elżanowski, Cherka & Wąsowski 
Law Office
Agnieszka Łakoma, journalist 
“Rzeczpospolita”
Bartosz Soroczyński, Vice-
President, Lighting Systems, 
Central & Eastern Europe, Philips
Maciej Maniecki, Entrepreneurship 
Council of Lubelskie Region

Speakers:
Sławomir Sosnowski, Marshal 
of Lubelskie Region
Krzysztof Żuk, Mayor of Lublin City
Marceli Niezgoda, Under 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Development
Dariusz Marzec, Vice-Chairman 
of PGE
Zbigniew Stopa, Chairman  
of LW "Bogdanka"
Piotr Jarczewski, Chairman  
of Azoty Group S.A.

National Economic Summit - Lublin 2015
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Lubelskie

"Brussels is a real European melting pot."
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Outline
This year's annual "Science for the Economy" conference focused on promoting the Responsible Research and 
Innovation concept based on outcomes from and lessons learned during the Brussels Open Days. Drawing on 
European experience and best practice, the idea was to enhance understanding of the RRI concept and update 
the thinking, practices and culture of participants – research organisations, industry, government and society.

The event allowed European best-case examples and implementation standards to be considered in the 
regional context based on the outcomes of the plenary session and workshops held in Brussels in 13 October 
2015. In line with the objectives of the European Research Area, knowledge gained during the conference 
increased participants' ability to generate innovation that reflects social needs. 

The conference was aimed at variety of participants who are active in the RRI process – research organisations, 
industry/business/SMEs, regional politicians and authorities, and last but not least civil society organisations 
which contribute to improving uptake of RRI in the Lodzkie region. We were delighted to see their strong 
engagement during the event and are looking forward to seeing the RRI concept implemented in the region.

Science for Economy  Responsible Research and Innovation
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Lodzkie

"Responsible Research and Innovation as part of 
the Regional Innovation Eco-system."

Date and venue 
30 November 2015
Lodz

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser:
Regional Contact Point for 
European Union Research 
Programmes, University of Lodz

Chair: 
Jolanta Pacura, coordinator 
of the Regional Contact Point 
for European Union Research 
Programmes, University of Lodz

Speakers:
Jolanta Pacura, University  
of Lodz 
Prof. Zofia Wysokińska, 
University of Lodz
Dr Adam Zieliński, Foundation 
for Polish Science
Prof. Elżbieta Jung, University 
of Lodz
Dr Zbigniew Matyjas, University 
of Lodz 
Prof. Jerzy Krzyszkowski, 
University of Lodz
Michał Kaczmarek, University 
of Lodz
Magdalena Michałek, Marshal's 
Office of Lodzkie region
Magdalena Kozłowska, 
Napiferyn Biotech Sp. z o.o.

More information: 
www.naukadlagospodarki.pl

www.regionalny.uni.lodz.pl

http://www.naukadlagospodarki.pl
http://www.regionalny.uni.lodz.pl
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"Malopolska Researchers’ Night is the best 
opportunity to meet scientists face to face!"

Date and venue 
25 September 2015
Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy 
Sacz, Niepołomice,  
Skawina, Andrychow

Type of the event:
Science event which consists of 
about 1 000 interactive activities 
directly involving participants 
(workshops, demonstrations, 
presentations, laboratory 
tours), enriched with lectures, 
exhibitions, performances and 
scientific entertainments.

Organiser: 
Malopolska Region
Partners: University of Science 
and Technology, Jan Matejko 
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow, 
The Henryk Niewodniczanski 
Institute of Nuclear Physics Polish 
Academy of Sciences, Krakow 
University of Technology, the 
Technology Transfer Centre, 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, 
the University of Agriculture 
in Krakow, the Institute of 
Geological Sciences Polish 
Academy of Sciences, the Krakow 
University of Economics, the John 
Paul II Hospital in Krakow, the 
Pedagogical University of Krakow, 
Klaster Life Science in Krakow, the 
Institute of Forensic Research in 

Outline
The Malopolska Researchers' Night project was implemented in 2015 
for the 9th time. The event's popularity among participants is growing 
from year to year. It is becoming one of the biggest "Nights" in Europe. 
The event programme included over 1 000 activities, mainly interactive 
workshops, presentations, demonstrations and experiments as well 
as shows with the participation of scientists. About 70 000 people 
participated in the event. The main goal of the project was to show 
participants how interesting the work of scientists is. The keynote of the 
project was to present the successes of Malopolska researchers working 
in international scientific-research teams. The event was held in six of the 
region's cities: Krakow, Tarnow, Nowy Sacz, Niepolomice, Skawina and 
Andrychow. The programme was prepared by almost 900 researchers 
and more than 1 600 students from more than 30 partner institutions. 
Thanks to the extensive promotional campaign over 3.5 million people 
were made aware of the Researchers’ Night and its objective.

Conclusions
Malopolska has huge scientific potential and many achievements to be 
proud of in the country and Europe. We occupy the 2nd place in Poland in 
terms of the number of teams coordinating projects implemented under 
the 7th Framework Programme of the European Union. Our region has 
the highest number of universities, students and professors in Poland. 
The staff is also active in terms of foreign exchange and collaboration 
with universities from all over the world.
That is why it is so important to raise awareness about the achievements 
of our researchers as well as encourage children and young people to 
choose a career in science.

Malopolska Researchers' Night 2015
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Krakow, the Corporate Research 
Center ABB in Krakow, Comarch, 
Delphi, State Higher Vocational 
School in Tarnow, State Higher 
Vocational School in Nowy Sacz, 
the Kazimierz Kordylewski Youth 
Astronomical Observatory in 
Niepołomice, Multicentrum – 
Affiliate of City Public Library in 
Skawina, Maria Skłodowska Curie 
Secondary School in Andrychow.

Chair: 
Marshal Office of the Malopolska 
Region
Project Coordinator: Joanna 
Domanska, Deputy Director 
of the Economy Development 
Department, Marshal Office  
of the Malopolska Region
 
Speakers:
Speakers from the partners listed 
above (almost 900 researchers, 
more than 1 600 students)

More information: 
www.nocnaukowcow.
malopolska.pl 

www.facebook.com/
malopolskanocnaukowcow

http://www.nocnaukowcow.malopolska.pl
http://www.nocnaukowcow.malopolska.pl
http://www.facebook.com/malopolskanocnaukowcow
http://www.facebook.com/malopolskanocnaukowcow
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"Entrepreneurship 
is the quality and 
skill required 
to become an 
entrepreneur."

Outline
The Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is a global initiative aimed 
at promoting entrepreneurship among young people by creating a 
business-friendly social environment. A long-term goal of GEW is to 
encourage young people to set up their own businesses and to share 
expertise on how to do this. The initiative was launched in 2008 by the 
British Enterprise UK and the Kauffman Foundation. In 2015 GEW was 
held for the eighth time in Poland and for the sixth time in Malopolska. 
Under the GEW programme in Malopolska, participants were offered 
a wide range of activities, including training courses, meetings with 
businesspeople and business angels, workshops, lectures, conferences 
and cash flow tournaments. The event was inaugurated at the 
Young Business Meeting, hosting students, doctoral candidates and 
businesspeople. More and more Partners join at every successive 
event. The Partners have the leading role in developing the agenda of 
the Entrepreneurship Week, filled with events which vary in form and 
thematic content and follow-up, attracting an increased number of 
participants. 2,600 people took part in the GEW in the first year (2010), 
compared with more than 10,000 last year.

Conclusions
Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is the world’s largest campaign 
to promote entrepreneurship globally. The event was a great success 
in promoting the awareness of entrepreneurship in general and 
among young people in particular. Through 200 educational activities 
and events, intensive week-long training, an essay competition, daily 
public discussions and debates on entrepreneurship in partnership with 
nearly 50 organisations, we managed to introduce entrepreneurship 
to over 10 000 people across the Malopolska Region. As a result, the 
message about entrepreneurship in Malopolska became much clearer, 
more visible, and better coordinated. This coordination factor was 
very important, because synergy of actions always produces better 
results than fragmented initiatives. Indeed, it is worth continuing and 
expanding this type of cooperation called Global Entrepreneurship 
Week in Malopolska, which uses the strengths of each initiative to build 
a strong regional brand, and to bring entrepreneurship issues closer to 
citizens. Hence, the Malopolska Region is going to organise the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week in Malopolska in 2016.

Date and venue 
16 – 22 November 2015
Malopolska Region

Type of the event:
The event aims to promote 
entrepreneurship among 
young people through training, 
workshops, conferences, study 
visits, educational games, 
debates, individual meetings 
with business practitioners. 

Organiser: 
Coordinator: The Marshal’s 
Office of the Malopolska 
Region, Economic Development 
Department, Team for Economic 
Cooperation
Partners: AGH University  
of Science and Technology  
in Krakow, Academic Business 
Incubators (AIP) in Krakow, Jan 
Matejko Continuing Education 
Centre in Krakow, Technology 
Transfer Centre, Krakow University 
of Technology, Chamber of 
Trade and Industry in Krakow, 
Trade and Services Merchant 
Congregation, with headquarters 
in Nowy Sącz, Kraków 
Technology Park, Malopolska 
Regional Development Agency, 
Kraków, Malopolska Culture 
Institute, Malopolska Institute 
for Territorial Self-Government 
and Administration, J. Słowacki 
Municipal Public Library in 
Tarnów, State Higher Vocational 
School in Nowy Sącz, Psychology 
and Pedagogy Outpatient 
Clinic No 3 in Kraków, Powiat 
Labour Office for the Nowy Sącz 
Powiat, Powiat Labour Office in 
Bochnia, Powiat Labour Office 
in Brzesko, Powiat Labour Office 
in Myślenice, Powiat Labour 
Office in Oświęcim, Powiat 
Labour Office in Tarnów, Powiat 
Labour Office in Wadowice, Sącz 
Labour Office in Nowy Sącz, 
Friends of Andrychów Society, 
University of Economics in 
Kraków, Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków, Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków Technology Transfer 
Centre, Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków Academic Business 

The Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW)
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Incubators (AIP), University of 
Pedagogy, Kraków, Voivodeship 
Public Library in Kraków, Józef 
Tischner European University, 
Regional Social Policy Centre, 
Regional Labour Office in 
Kraków, FEM Information Centre, 
BiznesTUBE SP. z o.o., Change 
Leaders Foundation, High School 
No. 3 in Wadowice, Unity Group, 
Innovations and Creativity 
Foundation, Mechanical School 
nr 1 in Krakow, Social Insurance 
Institution, Treehouse Origin, 
Paese, JMP Foundation, Colab, 
Cracow University of Technology.

Chair: 
Mr. Jacek Krupa, Marshal  
of the Malopolska Region

Speakers:
Speakers from the partners listed 
above

More information: 
www.tydzienprzedsiebiorczosci.
malopolska.pl 

www.facebook.com/
stpmalopolska 

http://www.tydzienprzedsiebiorczosci.malopolska.pl
http://www.tydzienprzedsiebiorczosci.malopolska.pl
http://www.facebook.com/stpmalopolska
http://www.facebook.com/stpmalopolska
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Outline
The aim of the seminar was to underline the importance of education in the context of regional development. 
The first part of the seminar was dedicated to a presentation of the results of the flagship project implemented 
by the Opolskie Region "PhD scholarship"», which focused on the development of the innovation economy 
and on strengthening cooperation between Opole universities and enterprises. The project inspired PhDs from 
Opole University and Technical University of Opole to intensify research work in the areas considered useful 
to enterprises and the development sector. During the seminar, rewards for educational achievements were 
handed out to students, teachers and academics who presented their practices to the public.
Best practices that strenghtened links between business and science in the region were appreciated by the 
authorities and the public. 

Conclusions
Opolskie Region is the smallest region in Poland. It faces a demographic crisis because its young people 
are moving to bigger centres. Thus, educational policies, particularly links between education and business 
constitute a very important part of the discussion about demography in the region. Young people, researchers 
and academics are the region's human capital. They are crucial to the development of economic innovation. 
That is why the regional authorities of Opolskie Region believe that by strengthening relations between science 
and business, young people will stay in the region.

Date and venue 
19 October 2015
Opole

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Marshal Office of Opolskie 
Region, University of Opole, 
Technical University of Opole

Chair: 
Arkadiusz Czopiński Press 
Officer of the Cabinet of the 
Voivode of Opolskie Region

Speakers:
Grzegorz Sawicki, member of 
the Board of the Opolskie Region
Halina Bilik, Opolskie Region 
Education Superintendent
Beata Żyszka, Opole University
Joanna Janik, Opole University
Piotr Mróz, Opole University  
of Technology
Prof. Jerzy Hickiewicz, Opole 
University of Technology of Opole
Grzegorz Sawicki, member of 
the Board of the Opolskie Region,

More information: 
www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/
art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-
w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-
opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.
html?cookie=1

http://umwo.opole.pl/serwis/
index.php?id=199&idd=8626

Education Day - scholarships and awards for best students,  
teachers and academics
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"Research and science 
improve the quality of 
life of inhabitants in the 
region."

http://www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.html?cookie=1
http://www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.html?cookie=1
http://www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.html?cookie=1
http://www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.html?cookie=1
http://www.nto.pl/wiadomosci/opole/art/4528763,swieto-edukacji-w-opolu-statuetki-prymusa-opolszczyzny-dla-31-uczniow,id,t.html?cookie=1
http://umwo.opole.pl/serwis/index.php?id=199&idd=8626
http://umwo.opole.pl/serwis/index.php?id=199&idd=8626
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Green Europe – Let’s Do It Together

Outline
The “Pomorskie in the EU” Association organised a study visit for Ukrainian journalists from the Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast. Its aim was to present the results of the decentralisation process in Poland and both the benefits and 
obligations of EU membership. Environmental issues were a leading theme of the visit. 
Several meetings were held on EU-funded projects in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
innovations, environmental protection, waste management, urban policy and Covenant of Mayors initiative, 
demonstrating the important aspects of active citizenship in achieving EU goals in these areas. The journalists 
had an opportunity to meet local media and share experiences.
The event aimed to transfer best practices, foster knowledge of EU objectives and financing, promote the 
region and facilitate future networking and cooperation.

Conclusions
Ukraine aspires to join the European Union. With a shared history, the country is a major partner for Poland. 
Promoting good practices and decision making via the local self-government system encourages Ukraine to 
follow in Poland’s footsteps in various areas, including environmental issues.

Date and venue 
22-27 December 2015
Pomorskie Region

Type of the event:
Study Visit 

Organiser: 
“Pomorskie in the EU” Association

Chair: 
Mr Mieczysław Struk, Marshal  
of the Pomorskie Voivodeship

Speakers:
Representative of the Regional 
Fund for Environmental 
Protection and Water 
Management in Gdańsk
Representatives of the self-
government authorities

More information: 
www.tcz.pl/index.php?p=1,47,0
,wiadomosci&item=737c1b065
1ac682b&title=Dziennikarze-z-
Ukrainy-z-wizyta-w-Tczewie 

www.telewizjattm.pl/
dzien/2015-11-26/36175-
wolodymyr-buga-i-sergii-
cherniavskyi.html?play=on 
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http://www.tcz.pl/index.php?p=1,47,0,wiadomosci&item=737c1b0651ac682b&title=Dziennikarze-z-Ukrainy-z-wizyta-w-Tczewie
http://www.tcz.pl/index.php?p=1,47,0,wiadomosci&item=737c1b0651ac682b&title=Dziennikarze-z-Ukrainy-z-wizyta-w-Tczewie
http://www.tcz.pl/index.php?p=1,47,0,wiadomosci&item=737c1b0651ac682b&title=Dziennikarze-z-Ukrainy-z-wizyta-w-Tczewie
http://www.tcz.pl/index.php?p=1,47,0,wiadomosci&item=737c1b0651ac682b&title=Dziennikarze-z-Ukrainy-z-wizyta-w-Tczewie
http://www.telewizjattm.pl/dzien/2015-11-26/36175-wolodymyr-buga-i-sergii-cherniavskyi.html?play=on
http://www.telewizjattm.pl/dzien/2015-11-26/36175-wolodymyr-buga-i-sergii-cherniavskyi.html?play=on
http://www.telewizjattm.pl/dzien/2015-11-26/36175-wolodymyr-buga-i-sergii-cherniavskyi.html?play=on
http://www.telewizjattm.pl/dzien/2015-11-26/36175-wolodymyr-buga-i-sergii-cherniavskyi.html?play=on
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Outline
Silesia puts a lot of effort into supporting innovation and monitoring trends in smart specialisation in particular. 
The Network of Technical Regional Observatories project allows monitoring, assessment and support of relevant 
areas. Given that ICT is one regional specialisation, this year's event was completely dedicated to information 
and communication technologies.

On Wednesday 16 September, a conference (Focus on ICT – SMART SILESIA) took place in Chorzów to present 
ICT in the context of creating and managing modern cities. Experts presented both world examples of 
innovative solutions aimed at improving life in cities and good practice of Silesian firms in implementing ICT 
solutions in cities. 

During the event, which began at 1 p.m., the results of three competitions under the brand INNOSILESIA were 
announced and the Marshal of Silesia presented the awards for Silesian best innovators of 2014. 

Conclusions
The whole event is closely linked to the regional government's long-standing initiative to mainstream key 
regional environmental factors and ensure sustained communication between businesses, innovators and 
research centres, as well as regional authorities. Thanks to the support offered by the Network of Technical 
Regional Observatories project, it is also possible to anticipate market trends in the areas identified in the 
Technology Development Programme for 2010-2020 and the three regional smart specialisations – energy, 
medicine, and ICTs – featuring in Silesia's Regional Innovation Strategy for 2013–2020.

Date and venue 
16 September 2015
Chorzów

Type of the event:
Conference followed  
by INNOSILESIA awards

Organiser: 
Marshal's Office of Silesia 
Voivodeship; Regional 
Development Department
 
Chair: 
Gabriela Lenartowicz – Member 
of the Board of the Marshal's 
Office of Silesia Voivodeship

Speakers:
Dr Tomasz Kulisiewicz
Wojciech Życzyński, Microsoft 
CityNext
Jarosław Czaja, Future Processing
Tamás Vahl, IBM
Jacek Kotra, Park Naukowo-
Technologiczny "Technopark 
Gliwice" Sp. z o.o.
Dr Rafał Żelazny, Uniwersytet 
Ekonomiczny w Katowicach
Dr Anna Sołtysik-
Piorunkiewicz, Uniwersytet 
Ekonomiczny w Katowicach
Ewa Zmysłowska, 3a.pl
Tomasz Ćwienk, Digital Core 
Design

More information: 
www.ris.slaskie.pl

http://ris.slaskie.pl/konferencja/
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"Strength through networking."

Focus on ICT – SMART SILESIA

http://www.ris.slaskie.pl
http://ris.slaskie.pl/konferencja/
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"We are working to create a safe  
and functional city, good transport service 
and less pollution."

Outline
The scheme of a one-day Open Days event in Starogard was similar to last year's, i.e. we had an outside 
information desk run by various bodies providing information on European affairs (ERDF and ESF Local 
Information Point in Starogard and Regional Bureau in Gdańsk, County Work Office, City Centre for Social Aid 
and Care).

Conclusions
This time we organised the event to coincide with European Mobility Week, as we thought this would 
attract more attention. EMW issues are also vital for Starogard's infrastructural development. We wanted to 
combine different activities into one bigger city project and we ultimately achieved that, counting around 200 
participants.

Date and venue 
Third week of September 
2015
Starogard Gdański

Type of the event:
Many different types of activies, 
street performances, open-air 
events and stands

Organiser:
Town Hall of Starogard
Starogard Sports Centre
Starogard Centre of Culture
Co-organisers:
education and social 
organisations, county office, 
private businesses (recreation, 
education, sport, restaurants)

Chair: 
Adam Iwanowski,  
City of Starogard

Speakers:
Edmund Stachowicz, Mayor  
of Starogard

More information: 
www.starogard.pl 

www.starogard.pl/pl/
dokumenty/ETZT2014 

Starogard Open Days and European Week of Sustainable  
Mobility (Mobility Week)
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http://www.starogard.pl
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http://www.starogard.pl/pl/dokumenty/ETZT2014
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Outline
The debate on the health-enhancing role of tourism for regional economies focused on the importance 
of the health sector for the development of Świętokrzyskie region. The health sector was included in the 
Regional Development Strategy to 2020 as a smart specialisation for Świętokrzyskie region. The event was 
held in Kazimierza Wielka, as new geothermal water sources have just been discovered there. The lively debate 
centred on the potential of the region and its policy to promote and develop the health sector both locally 
and internationally. Examples were given of regional projects and initiatives, best practice and ideas on how 
to improve local service delivery. The event was targeted at health sector representatives, both management 
and technical, elected local politicians, local authority administrators and experts, the regional development 
agency, social partners, transport companies, universities, non-governmental organisations and all interested 
parties. The event was designed to engage the audience and encourage them to take part in the debate, with 
a view to raising awareness of opportunities in the health sector and its key role in regional development. 
Participants also had a chance to join a study visit to investment areas and the restricted-access geothermal 
zone.

Conclusions
Kazimierza Wielka County has huge potential for the medical tourism sector, which is why this kind of event was 
an important opportunity for debate among local stakeholders Moreover, Świętokrzyskie region has defined 
this sector as a smart specialisation in the Regional Development Strategy to 2020. Regional authorities aim 
to support and develop the sector, especially through attractive activities of clusters focused on the medical 
tourism sector. 

Date and venue 
30 November 2015
Kazimierza Wielka

Type of the event:
Panel discussion and study visit

Organiser:
Marshal's Office of Świętokrzyskie 
region
Department of Regional Policy, 
Regional Office of Świętokrzyskie 
region in Brussels

Chair: 
Grzegorz Orawiec, director 
of the Department of Regional 
Policy 
Marshal's Office of Świętokrzyskie 
region in Kielce

Speakers:
Jan Nowak, head of Kazimierza 
Wielka District
Jan Pamuła, chairman  
of the board, Kraków-Balice 
International Airport, Kraków
Grzegorz Orawiec, director 
of the Department of Regional 
Policy in the Marshal's Office
Wojciech Legawiec, director  
of Busko-Zdrój Health Resort
Beata Wiktorowicz, National 
Geological Institute, Thermal  
and Healing Water Section 
Teresa Latour, head of the 
National Institute of Public Health
Agnieszka Sempioł, University 
of Technology, Kielce
Tomasz Kaleta, Malinowe Hotels 

More information: 
www.kazimierzaw.pl/index.php?op-
tion=com_content&view=ar-
ticle&id=936&catid=35

http://kielce.tvp.pl/22861450/
czy-powstanie-nowe-uzdrowis-
ko-w-swietokrzyskiem

www.echodnia.eu/swietokrzyskie/
wiadomosci/kazimierza-wielka/
art/9133792,w-kazimierzy-deba-
towali-o-goracym-zlocie,id,t.html

www.sejmik.kielce.pl/
item/48013-turystyka-uzdrowis-
kowo-medyczna-debata-lo-
cal-event-2015-w-kazimierzy-wielkiej 

Economic promotion of spa and medical tourism sector  
in Kazimierza Wielka county
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http://www.kazimierzaw.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=936&catid=35
http://www.kazimierzaw.pl/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=936&catid=35
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http://www.echodnia.eu/swietokrzyskie/wiadomosci/kazimierza-wielka/art/9133792,w-kazimierzy-debatowali-o-goracym-zlocie,id,t.html
http://www.echodnia.eu/swietokrzyskie/wiadomosci/kazimierza-wielka/art/9133792,w-kazimierzy-debatowali-o-goracym-zlocie,id,t.html
http://www.echodnia.eu/swietokrzyskie/wiadomosci/kazimierza-wielka/art/9133792,w-kazimierzy-debatowali-o-goracym-zlocie,id,t.html
http://www.echodnia.eu/swietokrzyskie/wiadomosci/kazimierza-wielka/art/9133792,w-kazimierzy-debatowali-o-goracym-zlocie,id,t.html
http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/48013-turystyka-uzdrowiskowo-medyczna-debata-local-event-2015-w-kazimierzy-wielkiej
http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/48013-turystyka-uzdrowiskowo-medyczna-debata-local-event-2015-w-kazimierzy-wielkiej
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http://www.sejmik.kielce.pl/item/48013-turystyka-uzdrowiskowo-medyczna-debata-local-event-2015-w-kazimierzy-wielkiej
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"Warmia and Mazury is a region which 
is still developing thanks EU funding."

Outline
Warmia and Mazury's local event "Warmia and Mazury – our Little Homeland is changing thanks to the 
European Union" is a joint initiative of Europe Direct-Olsztyn, the regional government of Warmia and Mazury, 
the regional office of the Warminsko–Mazurskie Voivodeship in Brussels, and the Centre for Education and 
Cultural Initiatives in Olsztyn. The main aim of our event was to show how EU funding contributes to the 
development of Warminsko–Mazurskie Voivodeship. The competition was open to students aged 13-20 years. 
The organisers managed to encourage them to take an active interest in issues of the European Union and 
European funding. Students made short films (1-3 minutes) on the theme of the competition. 

The award ceremony took place on 29 October and was open to the general public, to raise public awareness 
about how the region's development is being promoted with the help of European Union. 
The jury decided to award the following prizes :
1st place: "Zmiana na lepsze z Unią Europejską" – by Social Gymnasium 101 in Olsztyn: Ignacy Błotniak, Łukasz 
Antoszewski and Jakub Dębowski. Teacher: Urszula Młodzianowska:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=toaOnFsC–Kg
2nd place : "Elbląg nasze miasto w Unii Europejskiej" – by Marcin Ochnik (Mechanic Schools Complex in Elbląg) 
and Michał Wójtowicz (I Juliusz Słowacki High School in Elblągu). Teacher: Honorata Danowska: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMd7WxBuvCc 
3rd place: "Elbląg – miasto codziennych zmian" by Jakub Kosobudzki, Bartłomiej Michalczyk (IV Komisji 
Edukacji Narodowej High School in Elbląg) and Kacper Stankiewicz (Mechanic Schools Complex in Elbląg). 
Teacher: Anna Bazylczyk: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
4th place: "Unia – nowy początek" – by Aleksandra Jankowska, Klaudia Ochnik, Ewelina Kowzan from Zalesie. 
Teacher: Teresa Rutyna: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flyol2mTQFY

Conclusions
Young people are able to see how European funding is changing the local area, and of course the huge impact 
that is having on their daily life. Thanks to the young film-makers, the general public (politicians, teachers, 
women, seniors, rural populations, etc.) saw how the EU is changing the Warmia and Mazury region – their 
Little Homeland.

Date and venue 
29 October 2015
Olsztyn

Type of the event:
Short film contest 

Organiser: 
Europe Direct – Olsztyn/
Warmia and Mazury Agricultural 
Chamber; Regional Government 
of Warmia and Mazury, Regional 
Office of the Warminsko–
Mazurskie Voivodeship in 
Brussels, Centre for Education 
and Cultural Initiatives in Olsztyn

Speakers:
Gustaw Marek Brzezin, 
President of the Board of 
the Warminsko-Mazurskie 
Voivodeship 

More information: 
http://europedirect-olsztyn.
pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-
mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-
zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-
europejskiej-wyniki/

www.wrota.warmia.mazury.pl/
wspolpraca-miedzynarodowa/
aktualnosci/5841-mlodziez-kreci-
filmy-o-unii

Pictures and/or video:
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AMd7WxBuvCc 

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Flyol2mTQFY 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=toaOnFsC-Kg 

Warmia and Mazury – our Little Homeland is changing thanks 
to the European Union
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Warmia & Mazury

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMd7WxBuvCc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flyol2mTQFY
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-europejskiej-wyniki/
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-europejskiej-wyniki/
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-europejskiej-wyniki/
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-europejskiej-wyniki/
http://europedirect-olsztyn.pl/konkurs-filmowy-warmia-i-mazury-nasza-mala-ojczyzna-zmienia-sie-dzieki-unii-europejskiej-wyniki/
http://www.wrota.warmia.mazury.pl/wspolpraca-miedzynarodowa/aktualnosci/5841-mlodziez-kreci-filmy-o-unii
http://www.wrota.warmia.mazury.pl/wspolpraca-miedzynarodowa/aktualnosci/5841-mlodziez-kreci-filmy-o-unii
http://www.wrota.warmia.mazury.pl/wspolpraca-miedzynarodowa/aktualnosci/5841-mlodziez-kreci-filmy-o-unii
http://www.wrota.warmia.mazury.pl/wspolpraca-miedzynarodowa/aktualnosci/5841-mlodziez-kreci-filmy-o-unii
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6MhN4oRVs0
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flyol2mTQFY
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Flyol2mTQFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toaOnFsC-Kg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toaOnFsC-Kg
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"EGTC TATRY is 
the innovative 
instrument 
for effective 
implementation 
of joint Polish-
Slovak projects 
under the Interreg 
Programmes 2014-
2020."

Outline
The programme for the international conference “The European 
Territorial Cooperation programmes 2014-2020. Perspectives for Polish 
and Slovak beneficiaries” included the following topics:
•  information about the new European Territorial Cooperation 

programmes including: cross-border programme Interreg V-A 
Poland-Slovakia 2014-2020, the transnational Interreg Central Europe 
Programme and the interregional Interreg Europe Programme,

•  presentation of the EGTC TATRY as an innovative instrument for effective 
implementation of joint projects for European Territorial Cooperation in 
the financial period 2014-2020,

•  promotion of cross-border partnerships,
•  presentations of the project results, which were supported by the 

Republic of Poland – Slovak Republic CBC Programme 2007-2013,
•  presentation of the brand tourist product of the Polish-Slovak border 

region – “Bike route around the Tatra Mountains”,
•  examples of good practices in cross-border cooperation in microprojects 

implemented by the Euroregion "Tatry",
•  an integrated approach to territorial development under the Regional 

Operational Programme for the Malopolska Region for 2014-2020.
The conference was organised in the framework of the project, which 
was co-financed with funding from the Malopolskie Voivodeship.

Conclusions
The European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation TATRY limited was 
created to take Polish-Slovak cross-border cooperation to a higher 
formal, legal, qualitative, and institutional level. First and foremost, the 
EGTC TATRY was created to be a tool for the use of its founders and 
also for the use of local authorities for the more effective and efficient 
implementation of projects in the new Interreg programmes 2014-2020. 
The conference on European Territorial Cooperation programmes 
2014-2020 was one of the EGTC TATRY initiatives aimed at supporting 
potential beneficiaries of these programmes in the preparation and 
implementation of high-quality cross-border projects. Participants at the 
conference were given a full briefing on the Interreg programmes 2014-
2020. The conference also provided an excellent opportunity to build or 
continue territorial partnerships for the preparation and implementation 
of projects.

Date and venue 
27 November 2015
Nowy Targ

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
European Grouping of Territorial 
Cooperation TATRY ltd. (EGTC 
TATRY ltd.)

Chair: 
Agnieszka Pyzowska, Director 
of the EGTC TATRY ltd.

Speakers:
Grzegorz Gołda, Head of 
the Joint Technical Secretariat 
of the Republic of Poland – 
Slovak Republic Cross-border 
Co-operation Operational 
Programme 2007-2013
Antoni Nowak, Director of the 
Euroregion “Tatry” Association in 
Nowy Targ
Agnieszka Burda, Ministry of 
Infrastructure and Development, 
National Contact Point for the 
Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE 
Programme
György Varga, Deputy Executive 
Director of the International 
Visegrad Fund
Teresa Siaśkiewicz, Head of 
the Division for implementing 
microprojects in the Euroregion 
“Tatry” Association
Michał Stawarski, Project 
Manager, the Euroregion “Tatry” 
Association
Małgorzata Frączek, Marshal’s 
Office of the Małopolska Region, 
the Information Point for the 
European Funds in Malopolska
Andrea Hagovská, Regional 
Development Agency, Prešov 
Aleksandra Rapp, Project 
Manager, INTERACT Point Vienna
Agnieszka Pyzowska, Director 
of the EGTC TATRY

The European Territorial Cooperation programmes 2014-2020  
Perspectives for Polish and Slovak beneficiaries 

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

EGTC TATRY

More information: 
More information about EGTC 
TATRY is available on: 
www.euwt-tatry.eu 

www.euwt-tatry.eu/en/about-us.html 

www.euwt-tatry.eu/en/strategy.
html 

www.euwt-tatry.eu/edc_media/
Structure/Item-0220/TinyFiles/A.-
nowak-en.pdf 

Proceedings of the conference 
are available on EGTC’s TATRY 
website 
www.euwt-tatry.eu/pl/
programy-europejskiej-
wspolpracy.html 

http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/sk/
unnamed-432.html 

http://www.euwt-tatry.eu
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/en/about-us.html
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/en/strategy.html
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/en/strategy.html
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/edc_media/Structure/Item-0220/TinyFiles/A.-nowak-en.pdf
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/edc_media/Structure/Item-0220/TinyFiles/A.-nowak-en.pdf
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/edc_media/Structure/Item-0220/TinyFiles/A.-nowak-en.pdf
www.euwt-tatry.eu/pl/programy-europejskiej-wspolpracy.html
www.euwt-tatry.eu/pl/programy-europejskiej-wspolpracy.html
www.euwt-tatry.eu/pl/programy-europejskiej-wspolpracy.html
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/sk/unnamed-432.html
http://www.euwt-tatry.eu/sk/unnamed-432.html
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Outline
Good food is playing an increasingly bigger role in our lives. There is less and less junk food in schools. We are 
consistently introducing local food in school canteens, because it is readily available and inexpensive, especially 
when purchased directly from local producers. In May 2015, an initiative called "Good food for Słupsk" was 
launched to provide the best food for children in the city. The organisers are running a series of workshops 
for directors and catering staff of public elementary schools, nurseries and kindergartens. In conjunction with 
this initiative, the City of Słupsk and the Europe Direct Information Centre in Słupsk are planning to hold a 
debate on A Path to Good Food, bringing together experts on healthy food and agriculture, entrepreneurs, and 
experts from the European institutions, in order to present the tools and systems needed to introduce the best 
meals based on local products in schools, kindergartens and nurseries. The aim of the initiative in not only to 
introduce new menus, but also to change the purchasing model of educational establishments. The organisers 
of the debate will talk about the need to purchase good food from the county and the region in order to 
support local economy: farmers and food-processing businesses.

Conclusions
Good food starts with education and good facilities. But the most important thing is a willingness to change 
and belief that change is possible. It is important to reorganise cafeterias so that catering staff spend less 
time on mechanical tasks and more on the essential work. It is crucial to support local food producers. If the 
producers of good food from the region of Słupsk develop their businesses they will be able to earn a decent 
living from their work, and thus also be consumers of services offered by the city. 

Date and venue 
13 November 2015
Słupsk

Type of the event:
Debate

Organiser: 
The City of Słupsk and Europe 
Direct Information Centre  
in Słupsk

Chair: 
Beata Maciejewska, 
Commissioner of the Mayor of 
the City of Słupsk for Sustainable 
Development and Green 
Modernisation of the City, 
moderator

Speakers:
Agnieszka Danielewicz,  
Eligo Institute of Nutrition  
and Development
Mirosława Mazurkiewicz, 
principal of Kindergarten No 19
Grzegorz Łapanowski, School 
on a fork Foundation
Jarosław Walczyk, Chefs' Club 
Foundation

More information: 
Media:
www.slupsk.pl/wez-udzial-w-de-
bacie-droga-do-dobrej-zywnos-
ci-48004/
www.slupsk.pl/droga-do-dobrej-
zywnosci-48528/
www.europedirect.slupsk.eu/
czytaj.php?id=598
10minut.tv/wiadomosci-co-
dzienne/posluchaj-o-dobrej-
zywnosci-w-slupskiej-bibliotece/
www.kanal6.pl/newsID=12985,s-
tronaID=32,preview=2/
 
Photos: 
www.flickr.com/photos/
europedirectslupsk/
albums/72157660499893847

Europe in my region: a path to good food

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

The City of Słupsk and Europe Direct  
Information Centre in Słupsk

"We are all part of the same system, so we should 
support local businesses"

http://www.slupsk.pl/wez-udzial-w-debacie-droga-do-dobrej-zywnosci-48004/
http://www.slupsk.pl/wez-udzial-w-debacie-droga-do-dobrej-zywnosci-48004/
http://www.slupsk.pl/wez-udzial-w-debacie-droga-do-dobrej-zywnosci-48004/
http://www.slupsk.pl/droga-do-dobrej-zywnosci-48528/
http://www.slupsk.pl/droga-do-dobrej-zywnosci-48528/
http://www.europedirect.slupsk.eu/czytaj.php?id=598
http://www.europedirect.slupsk.eu/czytaj.php?id=598
http://10minut.tv/wiadomosci-codzienne/posluchaj-o-dobrej-zywnosci-w-slupskiej-bibliotece/
http://10minut.tv/wiadomosci-codzienne/posluchaj-o-dobrej-zywnosci-w-slupskiej-bibliotece/
http://10minut.tv/wiadomosci-codzienne/posluchaj-o-dobrej-zywnosci-w-slupskiej-bibliotece/
http://www.kanal6.pl/newsID=12985,stronaID=32,preview=2/
http://www.kanal6.pl/newsID=12985,stronaID=32,preview=2/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/europedirectslupsk/albums/72157660499893847
http://www.flickr.com/photos/europedirectslupsk/albums/72157660499893847
http://www.flickr.com/photos/europedirectslupsk/albums/72157660499893847
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Alentejo, Amadora (2), Braga, Centro and North of Portugal are enclosed 

PORTUGAL
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 99  Alentejo (joint with Extremadura (ES)) Badajoz
  Algarve Faro
p. 100  Municipality of Amadora (2) Amadora
p. 101 City of Braga Braga
p. 102  Centro Region of Portugal Ponte de Lima
p. 103 North of Portugal (joint with Galicia (ES)) Vigo (Spain)
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"The dialogue between science and society is not about ethereal 
issues, it is about practical cases."

Outline
Research, innovation, and development have an impact on all of us now, 
but especially in the future. Research and innovation must therefore 
respond to the needs and ambitions of society, reflect its values, and help 
to achieve the future that we choose together. This is why it is important 
for scientists and researchers to speak to the general public about their 
work. This seminar on "Dialogue between science and society" was an 
opportunity for this type of exchange – not only to inform organised civil 
society, but also to hear its opinions.

The goal of this workshop was to develop a common understanding of 
concerns and interests in society and science in the three regions, which, 
regardless of their natural differences, have a lot in common and many 
years of cross-border cooperation. This includes taking up controversial 
topics and leading debates on socially relevant issues. That is why the 
main regional civil society organisations of EUROACE took part in this 
workshop. The content of the event was designed to engage the entire 
audience, including people without a scientific background.

Conclusions
In order to match the real needs that society is demanding now and 
especially in future years, public institutions, scientific and technological 
networks, universities, companies and civil society must coordinate and 
work together to get the best results for present and future generations.

Date and venue 
30 September 2015
Badajoz

Type of the event:
Debate

Organiser: 
Regional Government  
of Extremadura
Alentejo Regional Coordination 
and Development Commission 
(CCDR Alentejo)
In collaboration with the 
Foundation FUNDECYT Scientific 
and Technological Park  
of Extremadura

Chair: 
Esteban Pelayo, Director  
of EUROADA (European 
Association of Development 
Agencies), Moderator.
Luísa Sanches, ex-DG Regional 
Policy (European Commision), 
moderator

Speakers:
Francisco Javier Fragoso, 
Mayor of Badajoz
Jesús Alonso Sánchez, General 
Secretary for Science, Technology 
and Innovation of the Regional 
Government of Extremadura
Roberto Grilo, President of 
CCDR Alentejo and of EUROACE
Rosa Balas, General Director for 
External Action of the Regional 
Government of Extremadura
Esteban Pelayo, Director of 
EUROADA (European Association 
of Development Agencies)
Paulo Quaresma, vice-rector 
of Research, Development, 
Innovation and Transfer of 
Technology at Evora University
Mário Raposo, vice-rector 
responsible for Finances and 
Projects at the University of Beira 
Interior
Manual González Lena, deputy 
rector of Research, Innovation 
and Transfer at the University  
of Extremadura
Tiago Farias, InovCluster, 
Associação do Cluster  
Agro-Industrial do Centro 
Rui Pingo, General Director  
of the Scientific and Technology 
Park of Alentejo

Europe in my region/eurorregion – EUROACE for responsible 
research: a dialogue between science and society

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Alentejo
(Joint with Extremadura (ES))

José Luis Llerena, Director of 
Extremadura Agricultural and 
Food Technological Centre 
(CTAEX)
Francisco Fernández de Vega, 
Director of the Municipal Schools 
for Young Scientists
Maria do Ceu Ramos, General 
Secretary of Eugenio Almeida 
Foundation
Alejandro Hernández Renner, 
member of the Spanish 
Association of Foundations
Ivonne Delgadillo, University 
of Aveiro

More information: 
HPress releases - Junta  
de Extremadura:
La investigación socialmente 
responsable, centro de debate 
en una jornada transfronteriza 
entre responsables científicos y 
sociedad civil.
La Junta de Extremadura prevé 
incrementar el número de 
investigadores en I+D+i gracias 
al Plan Especial de Impulso a la 
Innovación
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"If you want to make beautiful music,  
you must play the black and the white 
notes together." 
Richard Nixon quoted by Cristina Farinha Ferreira, deputy mayor  
of Amadora Municipality, at the final session.

Outline
The Communication for Integration: Social Networking for Diversity project, developed in partnership with 
ten European cities to provide accurate information about immigration and diversity and combat myths and 
misconceptions using creative and innovative communication tools, provides an opportunity to promote 
the participation of citizens and organisations, strengthen intercultural relationships and so promote social 
cohesion.

Linking this project with the International Comics Festival of Amadora is key, considering the attractiveness of 
comics as a tool of intercultural communication and information provision.

Conclusions
Event 1
Anti-rumores Ateliers – International Comics Festival. Workshops were held for different artistic fields, including 
creative writing, drawing, illustration, film animation and drama, with the aim of countering rumours and 
stereotypes in a creative and appealing way.

Event 2
Forum: Pathways to integration: the value of the facts. The scope of the workshop was to address the relevance 
and appropriateness of accurate information provision on immigration and diversity in relation to peace 
and social cohesion. The Forum was held in collaboration with local organisations and trained Anti-rumores 
representatives.

Date and venue 
Event 1
15 Sept. – 24 Oct. 2015
Fórum Luís de Camões

Event 2
13 November 2015
Recreios da Amadora Audi-
torium,

Type of the event:
1.  Anti-rumores Ateliers 
2.  Forum: 

Organiser:
Event 1
Municipality of Amadora 

Event 2
Municipality of Amadora  
and local organisations

Europe Direct North East/ 
Durham County Council,  
One NorthEast (RDA), North  
of England Brussels Office

Chair: 
Cristina Farinha Ferreira, 
deputy mayor of Amadora 
Municipality

Speakers:
Cristina Farinha Ferreira, 
deputy mayor of Amadora 
Municipality

More information: 
www.cm–amadora.pt

International Comics Festival 
Pathways to Integration: the value of the facts
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Municipality of Amadora 

http://www.cm-amadora.pt/
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Outline
Minho IN’s local event will take place in Ponte de Lima, located in 
Northern Portugal. This is the right place to discuss the potential of 
indigenous resources – in particular the potential of the agrifood and 
gastronomy sector for local economies (especially in low-density areas), 
in the Euroregion and in the EU. 
The conference included three thematic panels:
– European regions of gastronomy 2016: presentation of main objectives 
and key measures
– Territories and gastronomy: regional experiences
– Territories and local products: regional experiences

Conclusions
This was a good opportunity to discuss territorial cooperation as an 
instrument for promoting the growth of local economies, as well as the 
contribution of the sea and the next Structural Funds programme.

Date and venue 
25 November 2015
Ponte de Lima

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
Consortium Minho IN/City  
of Braga

Chair: 
Francisco Calheiros, executive 
coordinator of Consortium  
Minho IN

Speakers:
José Maria Costa, president  
of the Intermunicipal Community 
of Alto Minho
Paulo Barreiro de Sousa, 
Municipality of Ponte de Lima
Carlos Fernandes, teacher at 
the Polytechnic Institute of Viana 
do Castelo
Blanca Cros i Moll, head  
of European Programmes  
and International Relations, 
Catalan Tourist Board
Francisco Calheiros, executive 
coordinator of Consortium  
Minho IN
Marta Fernandéz, director 
of Galicia Hotel Management 
School

Enhancing indigenous resources – agrifood and gastronomy: 
challenges and opportunities 2014- 2020

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

City of Braga

Benigno Garrido Marcos, 
expert, Siglo Foundation
Adília Cabral, vice-president 
of Coimbra College of Further 
Education
António Condé Pinto, executive 
directive of APHORT (Portuguese 
Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism 
Association)
Manuel José Serra de Sousa 
Cardoso, director of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, North Portugal
Severino Álvarez Monteserín, 
secretary-general of AGADER 
(Galician Rural Development 
Agency)
Elisabeth Kastenholz, 
University of Aveiro
Ana Paula Xavier, technical 
coordinator, Integrated Rural 
Development Association  
of the Minho Valley (ADRIMINHO)
Júlio César Lopes, teacher, 
Agrarian School of Ponte de Lima
Ondina Afonso, executive 
director of Portugal Foods
José Paulo Queiroz, consultant 
for the Minho IN project

More information: 
www.minhoin.com

http://www.minhoin.com
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Outline
On 29 September, a group of grandparents and grandchildren 
gathered at Museu Nacional Machado Castro (MNMC) to 
discover some of this museum's artwork together: grandparents 
guiding grandchildren. The President of CCDRC, the Regional 
Director of the Cultural Centre, the scientific coordinator of the 
Ageing@Coimbra consortium, as well as the Museum director, 
developed this initiative in the context of OPEN DAYS 2015 and 
the International Day of Older Persons, as well as their goals 
for active and healthy ageing. The "Grannies & Kids@Museum" 
initiative focused on bridging the generation gap by bringing 
grandparents and grandchildren together. It was based on the 
"We at the Museum" initiative carried out in the context of the 
International Day of Older Persons.
Based on the MNMC's mission, the paradigm of social inclusion 
and the need to ensure accessibility in all its dimensions, the 
"We at the Museum" project aimed to bring the community 
closer to culture.
As a follow-up to this initiative, there will be other editions 
of "Grannies & Kids@Museum" and an exhibition of the work 
produced by the children about this experience will be prepared.

Conclusions
The phenomenon of Active and Healthy Ageing (EAS), which 
will tend to intensify in the future, cannot be ignored by the 
public policies. In cooperation with the national and regional 
authorities, this programme should prove to be a social 
challenge as well as an area for mobilising support for the 
creation of new companies and more skilled employment.

Date and venue 
29 September 2015
Coimbra

Type of the event:
Cultural event

Organiser: 
CCDRC - Comissão de 
Coordenação e Desenvolvimento 
Regional do Centro (Regional 
Coordination and Development 
Commission – Centro) and 
Ageing@Coimbra consortium

Chair: 
Ana Abrunhosa, Regional 
Coordination and Development 
Commission – Centro, Portugal
João Malva, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Coimbra, Portugal
Ana Alcoforado, Machado 
de Castro National Museum, 
Portugal

Speakers:
Virgínia Gomes, Machado 
de Castro National Museum 
(MNMC),
Several grandmothers who gave 
a guided tour to show some of 
the MNMC's art pieces to "their" 
grandchildren.

Grannies & Kids@Museum
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Centro Region of Portugal

"É sempre dos avós a mais bonita história para aprender"

More information: 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aAlWmMqiHPw
https://www.facebook.com/
CCDRCentro/photos/a.35531882450746
5.78795.355307471175267/9831878883
87219/?type=3&theater
www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/pho-
tos/ms.c.eJw9ztsNwDAIQ9GNKuy4PPZfr-
GoI~_Ty6yKKS9aKIkKB6qr3aOeZrEUqOf-
Ttu9xQsgXFu29mjqe~;tuv-
sa956fPQJ~;j~;Jx~;8fZg7qvD75FJzM~-.
bps.a.982951918410816.1073741878.35
5307471175267/982951921744149/?ty
pe=3&theater
www.facebook.com/145797318798963/
photos/pcb.1032507126794640/103249
0156796337/?type=3&theater
www.ageingcoimbra.pt/#/noticias/
ccdrc-promove-encontro-de-gera-
coes-no-museu-nacional-machado-cas-
tro

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAlWmMqiHPw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAlWmMqiHPw
https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/a.355318824507465.78795.355307471175267/983187888387219/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/a.355318824507465.78795.355307471175267/983187888387219/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/a.355318824507465.78795.355307471175267/983187888387219/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/a.355318824507465.78795.355307471175267/983187888387219/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/ms.c.eJw9ztsNwDAIQ9GNKuy4PPZfrGoI~_Ty6yKKS9aKIkKB6qr3aOeZrEUqOfTtu9xQsgXFu29mjqe~;tuvsa956fPQJ~;j~;Jx~;8fZg7qvD75FJzM~-.bps.a.982951918410816.1073741878.355307471175267/982951921744149/?type=3&theater
http://www.facebook.com/CCDRCentro/photos/ms.c.eJw9ztsNwDAIQ9GNKuy4PPZfrGoI~_Ty6yKKS9aKIkKB6qr3aOeZrEUqOfTtu9xQsgXFu29mjqe~;tuvsa956fPQJ~;j~;Jx~;8fZg7qvD75FJzM~-.bps.a.982951918410816.1073741878.355307471175267/982951921744149/?type=3&theater
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Outline
The main purpose of the seminar was to analyse the demographic challenges currently faced by Galicia-North 
Portugal Euroregion.
Demographic change is one of the most significant challenges that will be facing Galicia-North Portugal 
Euroregion, and Europe generally, over the next 30-40 years. The coming decades will bring a transformation 
which neither experience nor history has prepared us for. 
Ageing will lead to significant increases in public expenditure, in particular on pension, health and long-term 
care. Ensuring access to high-quality public services will be a major challenge for our regions and countries. 
This seminar analysed all the challenges affecting our two regions in particular, looked at from a cross-border/
territorial perspective. 

Conclusions 
The significant regional divergence in demographic patterns will most likely result in a substantial asymmetric 
socio-economic impact on European regions, which may further increase regional disparities in Europe.
Regions have to take action to address these challenges. 

Date and venue 
25 November 2015
Vigo

Type of the event:
Seminar. 
Preliminary discussion about 
demographic challenges. 

Organiser: 
Galicia and North Portugal 
European Grouping of Territorial 
Cooperation, Vigo (Spain).

Chair: 
Maria Geraldes, Director,  
GNP EGTC 

Speakers:
Ledicia Suárez Rodríguez, 
Xunta de Galicia
Ana Sampaio, Portuguese 
government 
Teresa Sá Marques, professor, 
Porto University
Melchor Fernández, professor 
and coordinator of a group 
of experts on demographic 
challenges, Santiago University, 
Spain. 

Galicia-North Portugal Euroregion: Building solutions together

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

North of Portugal 
(Joint with Galicia (ES))

"Galicia-North Portugal Euroregion: 
building solutions together."
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The report of Bacau is enclosed 

ROMANIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 105  Bacau Municipality Bacau
 Bucarest – Ilfov Bucharest
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"In Europe we need broad growth 
for everybody, most of all for eastern 
countries, which are facing political  
and economic challenges". 
Liviu Scarlat, Director of Bacau Local Development Agency. 

Outline
Europe is currently struggling to overcome the crisis, with the Europe 2020 strategy intended to boost the 
growth and prosperity of the entire Union by reducing economic, social and regional disparities. The seminar 
looked at the changes that have been observed in relation to the principles of economic, social and territorial 
cohesion, distinguishing between efficiency and effectiveness, the connection with the Europe 2020 strategy 
and the way in which it responds to the formation of regions in Romania, especially since the regionalisation 
process will be completed by the end of this year.
Discussions focused on two topics: priorities with regard to the changes to the principles of territorial, economic 
and social cohesion and convergence aspects of the development strategy.

Conclusions
We tried to engage the audience on broader issues, providing information on EU funding opportunities, most 
of all to include people who have little or no previous experience of European work and funding. Our objective 
was to raise their awareness of the opportunities available, and also that of experienced players who are facing 
challenging changes in the 2014-2020 programming period.

Date and venue 
3 October 2015
Bacau

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
Bacau Local Development 
Agency 

Chair 
Liviu Scarlat, Director of Bacau 
Local Development Agency, 
moderator

Speakers
Romeo Stavarache, Mayor  
of Bacau
Liviu Scarlat, Director of Bacau 
Local Development Agency
Nicolae Toderas, National 
School of Political and 
Administrative Studies
Cornel Pricope, Director  
of Bacau Business and Exhibition 
Centre 
Representative of Bacau 
Prefecture
Representative of Europe Direct 
Centre, Bacau

More information: 
http://adlbacau.ro/adl/ 

Managing change 2014–2020

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Bacau Municipality 

http://adlbacau.ro/adl/
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Vojvodina, Belgrade Chamber of Commerce and RDA Backa are enclosed 

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Region of South East Serbia Nis
p. 107  Vojvodina Novi Sad

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

p. 108  Belgrade Chamber of Commerce Belgrade
p. 110 Regional Development Agency Backa Beočin
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Outline
The conference aimed at a broader view of quality aspects to raise public awareness, promote and demonstrate 
the advantages and importance of quality to competitiveness in Europe. Given Serbia’s EU accession process, 
special attention was given to quality improvement, as an important and ongoing issue, acquiring a new 
dimension and becoming increasingly the basis of the organisation's survival in the market. The main 
objective was to provide an international forum for the exchange of know-how, experience, research results 
and information on different aspects of the state-of-the-art and future development with reference to quality. 
Experts in the field were invited to submit their contributions on relevant topics. The conference attempted to 
provide answers from the technical, scientific and research points of view in terms of quality improvement, and 
to showcase some best practices in regional projects which could contribute to it. As part of the conference, 
on 20 November, a specific round table was held on agriculture and quality, which aimed to promote the EU 
programme for rural development, transfer of know-how and experiences of EU MSs, and to promote examples 
of best practice in building institutional capacities and increasing the absorption capacities of Vojvodina.

Conclusions
Serbia is a beneficiary of the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance aimed at facilitating the economic and 
social transformation of countries in their accession to the EU, and one of its components is rural development. 
However, to support the implementation of EU internal policies, the joint EU budget provides funding for EU 
programmes, which are, in addition to the Member States, available to other stakeholders, including Serbia. In 
the light of future opportunities, it is important to enhance the absorption capacities of Vojvodina and allow for 
balanced regional development. The experiences and know-how of the EU Member States are important and 
useful indicators for future steps to be taken in the EU integration process.

Date and venue 
19–20 November 2015
Novi Sad

Type of the event:
International conference with 
the motto “Quality – Emotion 
– Inspiration”: Round table 
“Enhancement of agriculture 
– challenges and funding 
opportunities in the function  
of quality improvement“

Organiser: 
United Association of Serbia  
for Quality (JUSK)
Faculty of Technical Sciences 
European Affairs Fund of AP 
Vojvodina 
Information Centre for Business 
Standardisation and Certification (BSC) 
European Organization  
for Quality (EOQ)

Chair: 
Siniša Lazić, Director  
of the European Affairs Fund 
of AP Vojvodina

Speakers:
Vajda László PhD, former 
Head of the Department for 
coordination with the EU at the 
Ministry of Agriculture of Hungary; 
President of the Working group for 
agriculture within the Hungarian 
National Committee of the 
European Organisation for Quality 
Prof. Goran Stojanović PhD, 
Deputy Provincial Secretary 
for Science and Technological 
Development 
Goran Vasić, Director of the 
Guarantee Fund of AP Vojvodina
Dražen Lovrić, Economic Advisor, 
European Affairs Fund of AP Vojvodina
Prof. Saša Bošnjak PhD, Vice-
dean, School of Economics in 
Subotica, University of Novi Sad
Prof. Dejan Krčmar PhD, 
Department of Chemical 
Technology and Environmental 
Protection, Faculty of Sciences, 
University of Novi Sad

12th JUSK European Quality Week in Serbia 2015

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Vojvodina 
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"Belgrade 
Investment Days 
announced the 
investment boom 
in Serbiav"

Outline
Belgrade Investment Days announced the investment boom in Serbia. Due to its great success, it was decided 
to hold the event every year. The introductory speeches were followed by the first plenary session: Serbia 
and the new wave of investments, in four parallel panels: Investment potential of the city of Belgrade; Final 
phase of privatisation in Serbia; Investment potential of cities and municipalities; and Innovation and business 
opportunities for SMEs. The plenary part was closed after the second plenary session: Business environment 
– case studies and future plans, followed by B2B meetings for projects nominators and investors. The Forum 
was opened by Serbian Prime Minister, Mr Aleksandar Vucic, who said that a period of dynamic growth lay 
ahead for Serbia, which would require an acceleration of reforms. He specified that the most important tasks 
were the completion of the privatisation process, the reform of public companies and the promotion of public 
administration. He added that Serbia would preserve full internal stability, contributing to regional stability at 
the same time, which was exceptionally significant for the arrival of investors.
"We have managed to stabilise the country and public finances over the past year and a half and initiate 
significant economic reforms. The second review of the precautionary arrangement with the IMF has also been 
completed successfully, but Serbia still has a lot of work to do", the prime minister pointed out.
He also announced that a major reform of the educational system would be launched next year, which would 
introduce a dual system of education. In this regard, he emphasised the importance of chamber systems in 
Serbia, Austria, Germany and Switzerland.

Conclusions
Just after the conclusion of the Belgrade Investment Days Forum, a contract worth USD 20 million was signed 
in the Belgrade Chamber of Commerce between the Chinese company Xinguodu and the Serbian company 
ArsBlue. This contract will open the door of the large Chinese market to Serbian software producers. The 
parties to the contract also plan to appear jointly on third markets. On 15 July 2015, the organisers of Belgrade 
Investment Days gave a presentation of the programme at the Belgrade Chamber of Commerce and also had 
a joint working meeting with representatives of the diplomatic corps, international business chambers and 
business clubs of 18 countries, 10 embassies and 8 business associations.

Date and venue 
21 - 22 September 2015 
Belgrade

Type of the event:
Investment forum, annual 
investment programme of 
Serbia and South-East Europe, 
conference and B2B

Organiser: 
City of Belgrade, Belgrade 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Central European Development 
Forum – CEDEF 

Chair: 
WELCOME ADDRESS
Aleksandar Vučić, Prime 
Minister of Serbia
Siniša Mali, Mayor,  
City of Belgrade
Milivoje Miletić, President, 
Belgrade Chamber of Commerce
Prof. Ana Bovan, President, 
Central European Development 
Forum, CEDEF
Prof. Vladimir Marinković, Vice-
President, National Assembly  
of the Republic of Serbia

Moderators:
Željko Sertić, Minister,  
Ministry of Economy, 
Government of Serbia
Vladimir Đoković, Editor,  
Studio B
Ivan Nikolić, Director  
of Research and Development, 
Institute of Economics
Nenad Bjelogrlić, Director, 
Serbian Investment Export 
Promotion Agency, SIEPA
Vidosava Džagić, Adviser 
to the Vice-President of the 
Government, Republic of Serbia
Prof. Dragan Đuričin, Faculty of 
Economics, University of Belgrade

Belgrade Investment Days

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Belgrade Chamber of Commerce 
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Speakers:
PLENARY SESSION 1,
SERBIA AND THE NEW WAVE OF 
INVESTMENTS
Keynote speaker: Mr Željko 
Sertić, Minister, Ministry of 
Economy, Government of Serbia
Siniša Mali, Mayor, City of 
Belgrade
Michael Davenport, Head  
of the EU Delegation in Serbia
Andreas Beikos, Head of 
Regional Office for the Western 
Balkans, European Investment 
Bank
Tony Verheijen, Country 
Manager for Serbia, World Bank
Daniel Berg, Director, EBRD 
Serbia
Draginja Đurić, Board President, 
Banca Intesa, Serbia

Moderator: 
Marko Čadež, President, 
Chamber of Commerce of Serbia

PARALLEL PANELS
PANEL 1
INVESTMENT POTENTIALS OF 
THE CITY OF BELGRADE
Keynote speaker: Siniša Mali, 
Mayor, City of Belgrade
Borko Milosavljević, Assistant 
to the Mayor, City of Belgrade
Milutin Folić, Director of Urban 
Planning of the City of Belgrade
Branislav Popović, Director, 
Belgrade Land Development 
Public Agency

Nikola Mihajlović, Investment 
Officer, International Finance 
Corporation
Nikola Nedeljković, General 
Manager, Belgrade Waterfront

Discussion:
Moderator: 
Vladimir Đoković, Editor,  
Studio B

PANEL 2
FINAL PHASE OF PRIVATISATION 
IN SERBIA
Keynote speaker: Mr Ljubomir 
Šubara, Director, Privatisation 
Agency of Serbia
Darko Stanisavić, Partner, Deloitte
Raša Ristivojević, Executive 
Director, Belgrade Airport Nikola 
Tesla
Riccardo Dutto, head of 
Infrastructure, Construction 
& Building Materials, Intesa 
Sanpaolo, Italy
Dragiša Petrović, Managing 
Director, Agricultural Holding  
of Belgrade

Discussion:
Moderator: 
Ivan Nikolić, Director  
of Research and Development, 
Institute of Economics

PARALLEL PANELS
PANEL 3
INVESTMENT POTENTIALS OF 
CITIES AND MUNICIPALITIES

Keynote speaker: Miodrag 
Poledica, State Secretary, 
Ministry for Construction, 
Transport and Infrastructure, 
Government of Serbia
Arne Gooss, Director for Serbia, 
KfW – German Development 
Bank
Prof. Marijana Dukić Mijatović, 
Director, Local Economic 
Development Office, Novi Sad
Prof. Zoran Perišić, Mayor,  
City of Niš
Meho Mahmutović, Mayor,  
Ciity of Novi Pazar
Ms Jasna Avramović, Mayor, 
City of Smederevo
Giorgio Marchegiani, General 
Director, DDOR Novi Sad/Unipol 
Italy

Discussion:
Moderator: 
Nenad Bjelogrlić, Director, 
Serbian Investment Export 
Promotion Agency, SIEPA

PANEL 4
INNOVATION AND BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES OF SMEs
Keynote speaker: Milivoje 
Miletić, President, Chamber of 
Commerce of Belgrade
Slađana Backović, Director, 
Development Fund of the 
Republic of Serbia
Prof. Sanja Vraneš, Director, 
Institute Mihajlo Pupin
Gordana Danilović Grković, 

Acting Director, Science and 
Technology Park Belgrade
Marko Kovačević, CEO, Trizma 
Smart Sourcing
Roxana Gherman, SACE Italy, 
Italian Export Credit Agency

Discussion:
Moderator: 
Vidosava Džagić, Adviser 
to the Vice-President of the 
Government, Republic of Serbia

PLENARRY SESSION 2
BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT – 
CASE STUDIES AND FUTURE 
PLANS
Keynote speaker and moderator: 
Prof. Dragan Đuričin, Faculty of 
Economics, University of Belgrade
Dimitri Courtelis, CFO,  
Air Serbia
Mr Udo Eichlinger, Managing 
Director for Serbia, Siemens
Predrag Ćulibrk, General 
Director, Telekom Srbija
Claudio Cesario, President, 
Italian – Serbian Chamber of 
Commerce
Nenad Đurđević, General 
Commercial Manager SEE, Ball 
Packaging
Ana Firtel, Executive Director, 
Foreign Investors Council

More information: 
www.belgradeinvestmentdays.
org.rs/en/

Belgrade Investment Days

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Belgrade Chamber of Commerce 

http://www.belgradeinvestmentdays.org.rs/en/
http://www.belgradeinvestmentdays.org.rs/en/
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"The Danube – Tisa 
– Danube canal is 
an opportunity for 
the comprehensive 
development of 
tourism, transport 
infrastructure and 
rural areas in Backa 
region"

Outline
Backa region has huge potential in the tourism sector due to existing resources such as the Danube and its canals 
(the Danube – Tisa – Danube canals), its cultural and historical heritage, multinational population, impressive 
and unique nature, specific gastronomy and much more. The region's geographic position highlights transport 
and logistic possibilities that represent huge assets in the development of economic sectors. The important 
part of the region's economic (and rural) development isIn this region, infrastructure needs to be revitalised 
and improved and this conference gives insight into the priorities that should be developed and implemented 
in the short term. On 18 September 2015, RDA Backa and its partners organised an event entitled "The Danube 
– Tisa – Danube canal – an opportunity for a comprehensive development of tourism, transport infrastructure 
and rural areas in Backa region". The vice-president of Vojvodina Provincial Government opened the conference 
and emphasised the importance of the event and its theme, which is an important development priority for 
the entire Vojvodina region. 

Conclusions
The conference established the significance of building sectoral, horizontal and vertical partnerships between 
the key stakeholders in development and of prioritising projects that will emphasise the potential of the 
Danube – Tisa – Danube Canals and make them functional in terms of local and regional development. After 
the conference, RDA Backa and the consortium of relevant local and regional partners started the development 
of three major projects: one in the area of transport infrastructure and the others in the areas of tourism and 
rural development along the canal network in Vojvodina region.

Date and venue 
18 September 2015
Municipality of Beočin 
(Andrevlje)

Type of the event:
Conference and workshop; Lead 
Partner institution: Regional 
Development Agency Backa 

Organiser: 
The Regional Development 
Agency Backa in partnership 
with Destination Management 
Organization Danube; the 
Government of Vojvodina 
Province; the Faculty of Sport  
and Tourism.

Chair: 
The chair of the conference/
workshop sessions: 
Morning session: Srdjan Vezmar 
MSc., Director of the RDA Bačka; 
Afternoon session: Ivo Mulec 
PhD, Faculty of Sport and 
Tourism;
Workshop session: Ivo Mulec 
PhD, Faculty of Sport  
and Tourism.

Speakers:
Morning session: 11:00 a.m. - 
11:45 a.m.
Srđan Vezmar M.Sc., Director  
of RDA Backa 
Miroslav Vasin, Vice president  
of Government of Vojvodina 
Michael Dooms PhD, University 
of Brussels (VUB)
Pavel Marčok professor,  
the Mayor of the Municipality  
of Bački Petrovac
Ivo Mulec PhD, Faculty of Sport 
and Tourism 
Jasmina Beljan Iskrin, 
Destination Management 
Organization Danube 
Milan Vučinić, Cluster of 
Transport and Logistics 
Ivana Pajić MSc, RDA Backa, 
Sector of Rural Development

The Danube – Tisa – Danube canal – an opportunity  
for a comprehensive development of tourism, transport  
infrastructure and rural areas in Backa region

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Regional Development Agency Backa

	  
The speakers at the event
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More information: 
Website information: RDA Backa 
link to web portal information: 
www.rda-backa.rs/sr/vesti/
odrzana-konferencija-kanal-
dunav-tisa-dunav-sanse-za-
sveobuhvatni-razvoj-turizma-
saobracajne-infrastrukture-i-
ruralnih-oblasti-backog-regiona
Website information: 
Government of Vojvodina, 
Provincial Secretariat for 
Economy, Employment and 
Gender Equality link to web 
portal information:
www.spriv.vojvodina.
gov.rs/index.php/lat/
vesti1/83-vesti-latinica1/292-
miroslav-vasin-otvorio-
medunarodnu-konferenciju-
posvecenu-potencijalima-kanala-
dtd-i-kanalske-mreze-u-vojvodini
Website information: Municipality 
of Backi Petrovac and Tourist 
organisation of the Municipality 
of Backi Petrovac link to social 
network:
www.backipetrovac.rs/vesti/
medunarodna-konferencija-o-
kanalu-dtd
www.facebook.com/turistickaor-
ganizacijaopstinebackipetrovac/
posts/971136452928064
Press article: Regional TV of  
Vojvodina (RTV) link to press 
online article: www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/
vojvodina/novi-sad/konferen-
cija-o-mogucnostima-kana-
la-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.
html
Press article: Faculty of Sport 
and Tourism link to press online 
article: www.tims.edu.rs/vesti/
konferencija-o-mogucnos-
tim-koriscenja-kanala-dunav-ti-
sa-dunav/
Press article: Vesti.rs link to press 
online article: www.vesti.rs/
Vojvodina/Konferencija-o-mo-
gucnostima-kanala-Dunav-Ti-
sa-Dunav.html
You tube audiovisual material: 
RTV Panonija link to audiovisual 
material: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uskcl3KbfKY

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event

Regional Development Agency Backa

	  
The participants at the event

	  
Vice-president of the Provincial Government of Vojvodina 

The Danube – Tisa – Danube canal – an opportunity  
for a comprehensive development of tourism, transport  
infrastructure and rural areas in Backa region
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http://www.spriv.vojvodina.gov.rs/index.php/lat/vesti1/83-vesti-latinica1/292-miroslav-vasin-otvorio-medunarodnu-konferenciju-posvecenu-potencijalima-kanala-dtd-i-kanalske-mreze-u-vojvodini
http://www.spriv.vojvodina.gov.rs/index.php/lat/vesti1/83-vesti-latinica1/292-miroslav-vasin-otvorio-medunarodnu-konferenciju-posvecenu-potencijalima-kanala-dtd-i-kanalske-mreze-u-vojvodini
http://www.backipetrovac.rs/vesti/medunarodna-konferencija-o-kanalu-dtd
http://www.backipetrovac.rs/vesti/medunarodna-konferencija-o-kanalu-dtd
http://www.backipetrovac.rs/vesti/medunarodna-konferencija-o-kanalu-dtd
http://www.facebook.com/turistickaorganizacijaopstinebackipetrovac/posts/971136452928064
http://www.facebook.com/turistickaorganizacijaopstinebackipetrovac/posts/971136452928064
http://www.facebook.com/turistickaorganizacijaopstinebackipetrovac/posts/971136452928064
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/vojvodina/novi-sad/konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.html
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/vojvodina/novi-sad/konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.html
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/vojvodina/novi-sad/konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.html
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/vojvodina/novi-sad/konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.html
http://www.rtv.rs/sr_lat/vojvodina/novi-sad/konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav_637582.html
http://www.tims.edu.rs/vesti/konferencija-o-mogucnostim-koriscenja-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav/
http://www.tims.edu.rs/vesti/konferencija-o-mogucnostim-koriscenja-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav/
http://www.tims.edu.rs/vesti/konferencija-o-mogucnostim-koriscenja-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav/
http://www.tims.edu.rs/vesti/konferencija-o-mogucnostim-koriscenja-kanala-dunav-tisa-dunav/
http://www.vesti.rs/Vojvodina/Konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-Dunav-Tisa-Dunav.html
http://www.vesti.rs/Vojvodina/Konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-Dunav-Tisa-Dunav.html
http://www.vesti.rs/Vojvodina/Konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-Dunav-Tisa-Dunav.html
http://www.vesti.rs/Vojvodina/Konferencija-o-mogucnostima-kanala-Dunav-Tisa-Dunav.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uskcl3KbfKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uskcl3KbfKY
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"The Slovak presidency of the Council of the European 
Union is also a great opportunity for regions and cities 
to gain international visibility."

Outline
This local event organised by Bratislava self-governing region focused on challenges in the programming 
period 2014-2020 and opportunities for municipalities in the region.

Key topics discussed at the seminar included the following. 

The priorities of the region for the programming period 2014-2020 were highlighted during the seminar, and 
complex funding options for relevant stakeholders were presented. Event participants were provided with 
comprehensive information on various options and tools for project financing.
The second part of the local event was devoted to the subsidy system of Bratislava region. 
Last but not least, representatives of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic and 
Bratislava region outlined progress made in preparing for the Slovak presidency of the Council of the EU in 2016, 
as well as the main priorities of the presidency and ways of involving municipalities in the region. Preparations 
for the 7th European Summit of Regions and Cities were also highlighted. 

Conclusions
The main objective of the seminar was to present operational programmes relevant to the region as well 
as options for obtaining external sources of finance. The event was designed to engage the audience and 
raise their awareness of the opportunities available, and to bring about more synergies and complementarity 
between the relevant regional players. Participants were also briefed on how to get involved in activities during 
the presidency of the Slovak Republic of the Council of the EU. The 7th European Summit of Regions and Cities 
will undoubtedly be one of the most important events of the presidency and an ideal opportunity for regions 
to gain international visibility.

Date and venue 
9 December 2015
Bratislava

Type of the event:
Panel discussion

Organiser:
Bratislava self-governing region

Chair: 
Barbora Lukáčová, director, 
Department of Strategy, Regional 
Development and Project 
Management, Bratislava region, 
moderator

Speakers:
Pavol Frešo, president  
of Bratislava region
Gabriella Németh, vice-
president of Bratislava region
Martin Bezek, Department  
of Strategy, Regional 
Development and Project 
Management, Bratislava region
Peter Jesenský, Department  
of Strategy, Regional 
Development and Project 
Management, Bratislava region
Lea Karakolevová, Department 
of Strategy, Regional 
Development and Project 
Management, Bratislava region
Peter Húska, director, 
Department of Communication 
and Promotion, Bratislava region
Zuzana Šajgalíková, director, 
Department of Tourism and 
Culture, Bratislava region
František Stano, Head  
of Tourism, Bratislava region
Tomáš Teleky, Department  
of Strategy, Regional 
Development and Project 
Management, Bratislava region
Katarína Tomková, Ministry  
of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Slovak Republic

More information: 
www.flickr.com/
photos/fotopavolfreso/
albums/72157662023773312

www.region-bsk.sk/
clanok/bsk-predstavil-
moznosti-programoveho-
obdobia-2014-2020-615417.aspx

Current challenges and opportunities for municipalities  
in the Bratislava region

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
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www.flickr.com/photos/fotopavolfreso/albums/72157662023773312
www.flickr.com/photos/fotopavolfreso/albums/72157662023773312
www.flickr.com/photos/fotopavolfreso/albums/72157662023773312
www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/bsk-predstavil-moznosti-programoveho-obdobia-2014-2020-615417.aspx
www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/bsk-predstavil-moznosti-programoveho-obdobia-2014-2020-615417.aspx
www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/bsk-predstavil-moznosti-programoveho-obdobia-2014-2020-615417.aspx
www.region-bsk.sk/clanok/bsk-predstavil-moznosti-programoveho-obdobia-2014-2020-615417.aspx


114

REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Ljubljana and Podravska Region are enclosed 

SLOVENIA
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 115  Ljubljana Ljubljana
p. 116  Podravska Region Ptuj
 Republic of Slovenia Ljubljana
 West Slovenia Ljubjana

©
 K

ay
o/

sh
ut

te
rs

to
ck

.c
om



115

"IPR management is 
of great importance 
in the responsible 
research and open 
innovation process."

	  

Outline
Responsible research and innovation is a multidimensional concept requiring responsible partnerships 
between universities, businesses and society. The effective and proper management of intellectual property 
generated by universities and public research organisations is essential to an effective exploitation of research 
results. Presentations and discussions focused on the issue of intellectual property rights within the context 
of university and business cooperation, knowledge transfer and development of responsible research and 
innovation partnerships. Some good practice examples were presented of how to manage intellectual property 
rights in publicly and/or privately funded research projects. 

The event built on the themes debated at the Brussels Open Days event by addressing the European and local 
context of managing intellectual property rights. The goal was to provide a platform for detailed discussions 
and dialogue between different players. An important message was the need to promote cooperation and 
dialogue within and between different sectors, which can help to improve our understanding of this complex 
issue within the model of responsible research and innovation, and the need to draw up proposals for decision-
makers. There was also an opportunity to learn from the examples of good practice presented. 

Conclusions
Strengthening responsible research and innovation and implementing its principles in everyday research 
practice is a challenge for universities and other partners in the research and innovation process. Concepts 
like open science or open innovation are not incompatible with intellectual property rights, but many aspects 
of these complex relationship need further clarification at EU and national level. In the RRI partnership open 
dialogue is a prerequisite from the very start for successfully addressing specific issues and concerns relating 
to IPR management.

Date and venue 
3 November 2015
Ljubljana

Type of the event:
Panel discussion

Organiser:
University of Ljubljana/ Brussels 
office of the Slovenian Business 
and Research Association / LUR 
Regional Development Agency / 
Slovenian innovation hub

Chair: 
Martin Čopič, Vice-Rector, 
University of Ljubljana, 
moderator

Speakers:
Marijan Leban, University  
of Ljubljana
Špela Stres, Jožef Stefan 
Institute 
Igor Papič, University  
of Ljubljana
Klemen Grošelj, Slovenian 
Intellectual Property Office
Matjaž Čemažar, Domel 
Holding d.d.
Aidan Cerar, Regional 
Development Agency of 
Ljubljana Urban Region

Responsible research and innovation partnerships –  
management of intellectual property rights 

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Ljubljana
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"Ptuj, treasury of 
the millennium."

 

Outline
Vision and strategy of Ptuj Municipality is the basic development template for the city, setting the strategic 
direction, objectives, programmes and projects that will be implemented in the coming years. It will serve as a 
basis for the municipal authorities to draw up future budgets. This template will help to provide the municipality 
with answers to future questions: what is the situation in different areas, what development opportunities exist, 
what are the objectives, what measures will be implemented and which programmes and projects will achieve 
the goals. 

Vision and strategy of Ptuj Municipality is also the basis on which the municipality can apply for funding for 
urban development under the new financial perspective.

Conclusions
Ptuj is a city of business opportunities and a conducive environment for investors and innovative companies, 
as well as a green city that supports sustainable mobility, energy efficiency, and utilisation of local alternative 
energy sources.
Recognised as the "treasury of the millennium", it is a city of culture and festivals, and of attractive natural 
features, with an active, healthy and creative population.

Date and venue 
29 September 2015
Ptuj

Type of the event:
Presentation and open discussion

Organiser: 
Bistra Ptuj Scientific Research 
Centre and Ptuj Municipality

Chair: 
Miran Senčar, Mayor of Ptuj

Speakers:
Dr Aleksandra Pivec, director 
of Bistra Ptuj Scientific Research 
Centre
Tina Zamuda, coordinator, Bistra 
Ptuj Scientific Research Centre
Vlasta Stojak, director, Ptuj 
Municipality

More information: 
www.bistra.si/vabilo-na-javno-
predstavitev-osnutka-vizije-
in-strategije-mestne-obcine-
ptuj-2015-2025/

http://discoverptuj.eu/dogodki/
vizija-in-strategija-mo-ptuj/ž

www.petv.tv/video/
informativne-oddaje/pregled-
tedna-sobota-3-oktober-2015/

Vision and strategy of Ptuj Municipality (2015-2023)

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
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http://www.bistra.si/vabilo-na-javno-predstavitev-osnutka-vizije-in-strategije-mestne-obcine-ptuj-2015-2025/
http://www.bistra.si/vabilo-na-javno-predstavitev-osnutka-vizije-in-strategije-mestne-obcine-ptuj-2015-2025/
http://www.bistra.si/vabilo-na-javno-predstavitev-osnutka-vizije-in-strategije-mestne-obcine-ptuj-2015-2025/
http://www.bistra.si/vabilo-na-javno-predstavitev-osnutka-vizije-in-strategije-mestne-obcine-ptuj-2015-2025/
http://discoverptuj.eu/dogodki/vizija-in-strategija-mo-ptuj/ž
http://discoverptuj.eu/dogodki/vizija-in-strategija-mo-ptuj/ž
http://www.petv.tv/video/informativne-oddaje/pregled-tedna-sobota-3-oktober-2015/
http://www.petv.tv/video/informativne-oddaje/pregled-tedna-sobota-3-oktober-2015/
http://www.petv.tv/video/informativne-oddaje/pregled-tedna-sobota-3-oktober-2015/


117
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The reports of the Province of A Coruña, Andalusia, Asturias, Province of Barcelona, Castilla y Leon (2), 
Castile-La Mancha, Extremadura, Galicia, Navarra and Valencia are enclosed 

SPAIN
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015
p. 118  Province of A Coruña A Coruña
p. 119  Andalusia Region Granada
 Aragon Zaragoza
p. 120  Principality of Asturias Gijón
p. 121  Province of Barcelona Barcelona
  Basque Country/Euskadi Vitoria
  Castellon 
p. 123  Castilla y Leon  Valladolid
p. 124  Castilla y Leon Salamanca
p. 125  Castile-La Mancha Ciudad Real
 Catalonia Barcelona
p. 126  Extremadura (joint with Alentejo (PT)) Badajoz
p. 127  Galicia (Joint with North of Portugal) Vigo
 Murcia Murcia (Only in Spanish)
p. 128  Navarra Pamplona
p. 129  Region of Valencia Valencia

II  Independent partner – other organisation/association organising a local event
  Canary Islands / Las Palmas de Gran Canaria Las Palmas
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Outline
The local event organised by the Diputación de A Coruña was divided into two sections. The first part focused 
on the Parnet-Tic 2 EU project, which the Diputación launched and implemented to promote balanced regional 
development aimed at encouraging extensive urban-rural integration. It created a platform to share experience 
related to action taken to reduce unemployment rates affecting medium-sized populations located in rural 
areas and enhance government transparency in public administration. The main theme was the use of new 
technologies for finding and creating employment, either self-employed or employed, focusing particularly 
on green or eco-jobs. 
The second part of the debate covered a cross-cutting but essential theme: the importance of transparency 
and good governance in public administration for the balanced, sustainable development of our regions. 
Examples of good practice in open government in big cities and in small rural municipalities were shared with 
local experts and technical staff. 

Conclusions 
Local authorities have to be perfectly placed to deal with the technological, organisational and administrative 
challenges that they may face in the immediate future.
It is important to work towards a strategic model of municipal management focused on people (Social City/ 
Human City) and supported by Open Government, accessibility, and the promotion of local entrepreneurship 
to encourage the harmonious and balanced development of our territories.

Date and venue 
3 December 2015 
A Coruña

Type of the event:
Debate

Organiser: 
Diputación Provincial  
de A Coruña

Chair: 
García José Luís, Deputy  
and President of the Commission 
for Economic Promotion  
and Employment-Diputación  
de A Coruña

Speakers:
María Luisa Lista Ameneiro, 
European project manager 
Diputación de A Coruña
Silvia Fraga, Communication 
and Image consultant in 
“Stemcomunicación”

More information: 
- Invitation sent by e-mail
-Publication on the offi-
cial page of the Provincial 
Council of A Coruña: www.
dicoruna.es/dicoruna-noticia/
servlet/Noticias?lang=gl&ac-
cion=2&ver=19&nid=20342 
-Twitters on : https://twitter.com/
Depucoruna (1.925 followers)

New technologies, good governance and transparency  
for balanced development in rural areas

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Province of A Coruña 

"New tools for a balanced regional development: 
new technologies and transparency in public 
administration"

https://www.dicoruna.es/dicoruna-noticia/servlet/Noticias?lang=gl&accion=2&ver=19&nid=20342
https://www.dicoruna.es/dicoruna-noticia/servlet/Noticias?lang=gl&accion=2&ver=19&nid=20342
https://www.dicoruna.es/dicoruna-noticia/servlet/Noticias?lang=gl&accion=2&ver=19&nid=20342
https://www.dicoruna.es/dicoruna-noticia/servlet/Noticias?lang=gl&accion=2&ver=19&nid=20342
https://twitter.com/Depucoruna
https://twitter.com/Depucoruna
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Outline
Innovation and research are key to improving growth and employment levels. Both are essential in 
addressing today's main societal challenges. It is crucial for European and regional policy-makers, and for the 
implementation of research, innovation and industrial policies, that R&I be aligned to values, requirements and 
social expectations, so that outcomes contribute to long-term prosperity and public well-being. 
In this context, SMEs, universities, researchers, citizens, policy-makers at all levels, private sector players, 
associations and civil society (NGOs) must all work together using RRI criteria such as gender equality, social 
responsibility, sustainability, transparency and talent, to design and implement their projects throughout the 
research and innovation process, so that the results reflect the values, needs, challenges and expectations of 
Andalusian society.
Regions should also ensure that R&I provides smart, inclusive and sustainable solutions to social challenges.

Conclusions 
The seminar offered advice to researchers, SMEs and other Andalusian innovation stakeholders involved in EU-
funded collaborative projects on how to deal with issues of Industrial Property under the H2020 programme. 
In the framework of Andalusian RIS3 priorities, the PTS is a relevant resource for boosting health and social 
welfare within the regional R&I ecosystem, where the pharmaceutical, health sciences, healthcare, food and 
biotechnology sectors can find an optimum environment for developing R&I, and where companies, universities 
and public authorities can collaborate with the private sector and convert knowledge into economic and social 
development.

Date and venue 
3 December 2015
Granada

Type of the event:
Seminar

Organiser: 
IDEA Agency, under the aegis  
of CESEAND (Andalusian node  
of the Enterprise Europe 
Network, EEN)

Chair: 
Introduction: Juan José Martín 
Arcos, local representative of the 
Andalusian government with 
responsibility for the economy, 
innovation, science and 
employment in Granada 

Speakers:
Daniel Escacena Ortega, 
Technical Director, Andalusian 
Knowledge Agency
José Antonio Pascual, Head 
of Innovation, Programmes and 
Advanced Services, IDEA Agency
Cristina Amate, Head of 
Advanced Services, IDEA Agency
Valentín Pedrosa, Granada IDEA 
Agency
Abraham Haek, Granada IDEA 
Agency
Björn Jürgens, Granada IDEA 
Agency
Cristina Campoy, Nutrimenthe 
EU project (led by a Granada 
University research group)
Ricardo Rueda, R&D Director  
of Abbott Laboratories

H2020 and industrial property – an opportunity for responsible 
research and innovation

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Andalusia Region

"Andalusian SMEs and innovation stakeholders learn 
to defend the authorship of R&I projects financed by 
the EU in the framework of RRI values."
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"Sail to your professional future"
CIFP del Mar: 

Outline
The aim of the speech on maritime training and employment opportunities of our Fishing and Nautical School 
was to present the different employment opportunities that the sea – a global sector – can offer, as well as 
the training needed to acquire the skills for those jobs. The CIFP del Mar has started to offer training other than 
the traditional maritime and fishing courses, e.g. recreational boating, stevedores, cruises. It is important that 
people, and especially young people, should be aware of all these possibilities, so that they can develop a 
successful career.

Conclusions
The event was intended to highlight the importance of the sea in relation to the economy and demographics 
of Asturias. At the same time it was useful to highlight the activities of the European Union (European 
Commission, Committee of the Regions).

The speakers all drew attention to the need to boost vocational training to improve economic activities relating 
to the sea in Asturias. They also pointed to the importance of demographic sustainability for the coast of 
Asturias.

A bathymetric chart was presented for educational use.

Maritime training and employment opportunities

Date and venue 
23 September 2015
Gijón

Type of the event:
Communication Event

Organiser: 
CIFP del Mar

Chair: 
Indalecio Estrada Lozano

Speakers:
Alberto Vizcaíno,  
Javier Cristobo,  
Javier Sánchez Piquero

More information: 
www.cifpdelmar.es

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Principality of Asturias 
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"Member States, regions, cities and local 
government play an important role in 
implementing and promoting the energy 
strategy of the Union."

Outline
One of the main tasks of the Department of International Relations of Barcelona Provincial Council is to inform 
and train Barcelona's municipalities in EU affairs, the functioning of the European institutions and EU policies. 
This complex matter requires specialist knowledge.
For this reason the Directorate of International Relations organises regular information sessions and training 
for municipal councillors with the aim of presenting the basic policies of the European Union and analysing 
financial instruments that may be of interest to local authorities .
These activities include the Conference on the European Union, held annually since 1995. The aim of the 
conference is to provide a forum for political debate on the main topical European issues and their impact on 
local government.

In previous years the conference has addressed issues such as European citizenship, managing climate change, 
the new agenda for Europe and its regions, Europe and innovation, the economic crisis as it affects Europe, 
and the new European urban agenda. It is attended by prominent speakers from different areas, including 
politicians, local bodies, academic experts, commentators and local government representatives. This year 
we are celebrating the twentieth edition of this conference, at which the energy agenda and the European 
Structural and Investment Funds will be discussed, including opportunities for local government. This is of 
particular interest to elected representatives and experts from local government, other economic operators 
and social stakeholders.

In February 2015 the European Commission adopted a strategic framework that would make Union energy 
policy more flexible with a view to prospective climate change. The main objective of this strategy is to reduce 
energy dependency, promoting the free flow of energy across borders, to boost energy efficiency and to 
support the transition to a low-carbon economy.
These priorities are reflected in the EU budget (Structural and Investment Funds) and the Operational 
Programme. This will help Member States, regions, cities and local government to implement and promote 
investment in their region in energy-efficient buildings, use of renewable energy, smart networks, smart and 
sustainable urban transport, as well as cost reduction and job creation, and promoting and assisting SMEs.
The conference is intended to stimulate discussion on the European energy agenda and the impact it can have 
on local government. Initiatives such as the Covenant of Mayors and Mayors Adapt, among others, can become 
tools for combating climate change, stimulating the economy and improving efficiency at local level.
The conference this year is part of the regional events Open Days, the European Week of Regions and Cities, 
organised every year by the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions, in which Barcelona 
Provincial Council is actively involved.
 

Date and venue 
18 November 2015
Barcelona

Type of the event:
Conference

Organiser: 
International Relations 
Directorate, Barcelona Provincial 
Council

Chair: 
Gracia Vara Arribas, lawyer at 
the European Institute of Public 
Administration (EIPA), moderator

Speakers:
Josep Lluís Alay, Commissioner 
for International Relations, 
Barcelona Provincial Council
Ferran Tarradellas, head  
of the European Commission 
representation in Barcelona
Enrique Buatas Costa,  
DG REGIO, European Commission
Imma Pruna, head of 
Environmental Services at 
the Department of Territory 
and Sustainability, Barcelona 
Provincial Council
Joaquín Larrosa, Director  
of Public Administrations 
Lighting, Philips Ibérica 
Gil Salvans, director, Energy 
Agency, Osona 
Josep Rodriguez, head of 
municipal support, International 
and Europe Strategy Office of 
Barcelona Provincial Council

Agenda for energy and European Structural and Investment 
Funds: opportunities for local government

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Province of Barcelona 
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Conclusions
Opportunities for local government in relation to the energy agenda and the European Structural and 
Investment Funds were the subject of the discussion held on 18 November in the framework of the twentieth 
conference organised by the International Relations department of Barcelona Provincial Council.

The conference was opened by Josep Lluís Alay, Commissioner for International Relations of Barcelona 
Provincial Council, who highlighted the role of Member States, regions, cities and local governments in 
implementing and promoting the energy strategy of the Union. The aim was to contribute to achieving climate 
and energy objectives, in particular to "decarbonise" the economy and give consumers a central role in the 
transition to a single market in energy while prioritising energy efficiency and renewable energy. In addition, 
Alay noted that Barcelona Provincial Council had taken a leading role in this field and was working with 
municipal initiatives like the Covenant of Mayors and Mayors Adapt. The opening speech was given by Ferran 
Tarradellas, head of the European Commission representation in Barcelona, who focused on the European 
energy agenda and revisions of the Union's energy policy since the 1957 ECSC Treaty. Enrique Buatas Costa of 
the European Commission's DG REGIO focused his presentation on the Structural Funds and their relationship 
with energy policy. In addition, the European Energy Agenda and local projects were the subject of the panel 
discussion, moderated by Gracia Vara Arribas, to which Imma Pruna, Joaquín Larrosa, Salvans Gil, and José 
Rodriguez contributed.

More information: 
www.diba.cat/web/cjs/inici/-/
cjs/2476

Agenda for energy and European Structural and Investment 
Funds: opportunities for local government

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Province of Barcelona 
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"Biomass is an opportunity for sustainable 
energy in municipalities"

Outline
The "SEAPs and biomass: an opportunity for municipalities" workshop 
was held in the framework of the Country Governance Committees 
(CGCs) of the European project RES H/C SPREAD (RES Heating and 
Cooling - Strategic Actions Development) co-funded by the Intelligent 
Energy Europe programme, which seeks to develop pilot action plans for 
the promotion of renewable energies in heating & cooling, in 6 European 
regions, one of which is Castilla y Leon.

Some local best examples of biomass facilities were shown during the 
workshop, one from a big municipality such as Valladolid and another 
from a small one like Villaquilambre.

Conclusions 
The workshop concluded that biomass still had huge potential 
for improving sustainable local policies and the RES H/C SPREAD 
methodology for thermal demand and supply estimations would be 
redefined for every interested and collaborative municipality.

Date and venue 
23 September 2015
Valladolid 

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
JUNTA DE CASTILLA Y LEON - 
ENTE REGIONAL DE LA ENERGIA 
DE CASTILLA Y LEON (EREN)

Chair: 
Rafael Ayuste Cupido, Chief 
of the Renewable Energy 
Department of the Ente Regional 
de la Energía (EREN -Junta de 
Castilla y León), Chairman

Speakers:
Morning session:
Rafael Ayuste Cupido, Head 
of the Renewable Energy 
Department - Regional Energy 
Agency of Castilla y León (EREN), 
partner of the European project 
RES H/C SPREAD. Castilla y León 
Regional Government. 
Indalecio González Fernandez, 
Head of the Renewable Energy 
Department in Asturias Regional 
Energy Agency (FAEN), partner of 
the European project STRATEGO 
Asturias Regional Government
Miguel Morcillo, Secretariat of 
the Covenant of Mayors (CoM), 
responsible for the Spanish 
Covenant Club 
Mª Jesús García Álvarez, 
Chief of Energy efficiency and 
Renewable energy service - 
General Directorate of Energy 
and Mines - Castilla y León 
Regional Government
Luis Macario Olmedo, 
Agencia Energética municipal 
de Valladolid (AEMVA) - Senior 
energy expert technician
Council of Valladolid, Spain
Miguel Ángel Díez De Celis, 
Councillor - Council  
of Villaquilambre, Spain

SEAPs and biomass: an opportunity for municipalities

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Castilla y Leon  

Afternoon session-technical 
visits: 
Puy Domínguez Pérez, Project 
Manager - External Relations, 
Studies and Training Department, 
Regional Energy Agency of 
Castilla y León (EREN), partner 
of the European project RES H/C 
SPREAD - Castilla y León Regional 
Government
Santiago Diez Castilla, Head 
of bioenergy Area - Renewable 
Energy Department - Regional 
Energy Agency of Castilla y León 
(EREN), partner of the European 
project RES H/C SPREAD.
Castilla y León Regional 
Government

More information: 
www.expobiomasa.com/
en/paes-y-biomasa-una-
oportunidad-para-el-
ayuntamiento

http://www.expobiomasa.
com/es/paes-y-biomasa-
una-oportunidad-para-el-
ayuntamiento

www.energia.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/
Energia/es/Plantilla100De-
talle/1267710822752/_/ 
1284455543376/Comunicacion

www.faen.es/news/faen-par-
ticipara-la-jornada-paes-y-bio-
masa-una-oportunidad-pa-
ra-el-ayuntamiento/

www.covenantofmayors.eu/
agenda_en.html?archive&id_
event=1295

www.expobiomasa.com/en/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
www.expobiomasa.com/en/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
www.expobiomasa.com/en/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
www.expobiomasa.com/en/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
http://www.expobiomasa.com/es/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
http://www.expobiomasa.com/es/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
http://www.expobiomasa.com/es/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
http://www.expobiomasa.com/es/paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento
http://www.energia.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Energia/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1267710822752/_/1284455543376/Comunicacion
http://www.energia.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Energia/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1267710822752/_/1284455543376/Comunicacion
http://www.energia.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Energia/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1267710822752/_/1284455543376/Comunicacion
http://www.energia.jcyl.es/web/jcyl/Energia/es/Plantilla100Detalle/1267710822752/_/1284455543376/Comunicacion
http://www.faen.es/news/faen-participara-la-jornada-paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento/
http://www.faen.es/news/faen-participara-la-jornada-paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento/
http://www.faen.es/news/faen-participara-la-jornada-paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento/
http://www.faen.es/news/faen-participara-la-jornada-paes-y-biomasa-una-oportunidad-para-el-ayuntamiento/
http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/agenda_en.html?archive&id_event=1295
http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/agenda_en.html?archive&id_event=1295
http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/agenda_en.html?archive&id_event=1295
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Preservation of historical assets and traditional architecture

Outline
The conference highlighted the value of traditional architecture as 
regards the identity of a community and a territory. It also highlighted 
the diversity of housing, agricultural, territorial organisation types, ), the 
variety of materials and of construction solutions. It also stressed the 
relationship between traditional architecture and lifestyles, knowledge 
and crafts, as well as intangible aspects that are part of the culture (social 
relationships, beliefs ...)
The papers included in the programme dealt with the procedures 
and criteria for protection, rehabilitation programmes, experiences in 
managing rehabilitation plans, developing special protection plans ...
The various mayors made a series of proposals in relation to conservation 
programmes and the rehabilitation of historic centres: the role of 
municipalities as drivers, the need for urban planning, institutional 
cooperation, cooperation with private companies, training of specialised 
technicians, direct services to citizens, the availability of public aid for 
rehabilitation.

Conclusions 
Hereafter, you will find some suggestions made by the mayors and other 
participants during the discussions of the Technical Conference:
- Maintain the continuity of the technical sessions in subsequent years, 
with the possibility to develop in other towns of the Sierra de France
- Promote conferences with builders, masons, craftsmen...
- Promote initiatives for dissemination among the residents of the towns.
- Facilitate the access to the list of companies, products and accredited 
technical (lime, wood and stone...)
- Create a network or joint and coordinated rehabilitation project for the 
entire region of the Sierra de France 
- Develop a guide or guidelines manual.
- Assess plans and interventions
- Request for management support: study projects that can be carried 
out.

Date and venue 
16-18 October 2015 
La Alberca (Salamanca)

Type of the event:
Technical Conference

Organiser: 
General Directorate for Cultural 
Heritage - Regional Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism, Territorial 
Department of Culture and 
Territorial Delegation of Castile 
and León in Salamanca.

Chair: 
Adolfo Domínguez Perrino, 
architect and Chief of the 
Territorial Department of Culture 
in Salamanca
Benito Arnáiz Alonso, 
ethnographer of the General 
Directorate for Cultural Heritage

Speakers:
Enrique Saiz Martín, General 
Director of Cultural Heritage
President of Salamanca Council
Adolfo Domínguez Perrino, 
head of Territorial Department  
of Culture in Salamanca
María Pía Timón Tiemblo, 
Institute of Cultural Heritage  
of Spain, Ministry of education, 
culture and sport of Spain
Elena Agromayor Navarrete, 
architect
José Luis García Grinda, 
University of Madrid, E.T.S 
Architecture
Angel Mª Marinero Peral, 
General Director of Architecture 
and Urbanism
Juan Luis de las Rivas, Institute 
of Urban, University of Valladolid
Gregorio Vázquez Justel, 
architect-planner
José Luis Puerto, ethnographer 
and writer
José Carlos Marcos Berrocal, 
architect.
Silvia Escudero Hogan, head  
of planning department
Juan Carlos Navarro Pérez 
y Pablo Lombardía Trigo, 
architects.
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Virginia Alonso Rodríguez, 
land management department
Miguel Ángel Martín Blanco, 
architect.
Javier Ramos Guallart, 
architect, co-director of the 
school of Cultural Heritage.
Francisco Maillo, painter
Antonio Cea, anthropologist
Lázaro Sastre, Dominican father
Mayor of La Alberca, Mogarraz, 
Miranda del Castañar, Sequeros, 
San Martín del Castañar, 
Villanueva del Conde, Villafranca 
Montes de Oca

More information: 
www.patrimoniocultural.jcyl.es/ 

http://www.patrimoniocultural.jcyl.es/
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Outline
The aim of this workshop was to inform young people from Castilla-
La Mancha about the opportunities they might find in Europe, mainly 
at the European institutions. Speakers described the type of vacancies 
available, how the recruitment process operates and what it is like to 
work for a European Institution. They also talked about tools for finding 
jobs in Europe. This was the second time the workshop had been held, 
the first having been in Toledo. 

Conclusions
It is very important that young people are aware of the job opportunities 
they can find in Europe, and the differences between the recruitment 
procedures of Spanish and European institutions.

Date and venue 
16 november 2015
Ciudad Real

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser:
Europe Direct Castilla-La 
Mancha/European Studies Centre 
Luis Ortega Álvarez (University  
of Castilla-La Mancha)

Chair: 
Carmen Mancebo Ciudad, 
Manager of EDIC-Castilla-La 
Mancha, Moderator

Speakers:
Enrique González Sánchez, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
and Cooperation 
Llanos López Muñoz, 
Information and Employment 
Promotion Centre of the 
University of Castilla-La Mancha
Teresa Frontán, European 
Commission
Víctor Ruiz Salgado, 
Directorate-General of 
Institutional Relations and 
European Affairs

Employment at EU institutions
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"Europe is your chance"

	  

	  

More information: 
You tube Channel 
www.youtube.com/playlist?lis
t=PLMaXTJCaxjsjDvIWabt452F
SV-vVnwHST

Workshop material: 
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/
pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20
Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20
en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20
las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMaXTJCaxjsjDvIWabt452FSV-vVnwHST
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMaXTJCaxjsjDvIWabt452FSV-vVnwHST
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMaXTJCaxjsjDvIWabt452FSV-vVnwHST
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf
http://pagina.jccm.es/europa/pdf/PUBLICACIONES/Folleto%20Trabaja%20y%20Formate%20en%20la%20UE.%20Todas%20las%20oportunidades%201x1.pdf


126

"The dialogue between science and society 
is not about ethereal issues, it is about 
practical cases."

Outline
Research, innovation, and development have an impact on all of us now, 
but especially in the future. Research and innovation must therefore 
respond to the needs and ambitions of society, reflect its values, and help 
to achieve the future that we choose together. This is why it is important 
for scientists and researchers to speak to the general public about their 
work. This seminar on "Dialogue between science and society" was an 
opportunity for this type of exchange – not only to inform organised civil 
society, but also to hear its opinions.

The goal of this workshop was to develop a common understanding of 
concerns and interests in society and science in the three regions, which, 
regardless of their natural differences, have a lot in common and many 
years of cross-border cooperation. This includes taking up controversial 
topics and leading debates on socially relevant issues. That is why the 
main regional civil society organisations of EUROACE took part in this 
workshop. The content of the event was designed to engage the entire 
audience, including people without a scientific background.

Conclusions
In order to match the real needs that society is demanding now and 
especially in future years, public institutions, scientific and technological 
networks, universities, companies and civil society must coordinate and 
work together to get the best results for present and future generations.

Date and venue 
30 September 2015
Badajoz

Type of the event:
Workshop

Organiser: 
Regional Government of 
Extremadura
Alentejo Regional Coordination 
and Development Commission 
(CCDR Alentejo)
In collaboration with the 
Foundation FUNDECYT Scientific 
and Technological Park of 
Extremadura

Chair: 
Esteban Pelayo, Director  
of EUROADA (European 
Association of Development 
Agencies), Moderator.
Luísa Sanches, ex-DG Regional 
Policy (European Commision), 
moderator

Speakers:
Francisco Javier Fragoso, 
Mayor of Badajoz
Jesús Alonso Sánchez, General 
Secretary for Science, Technology 
and Innovation of the Regional 
Government of Extremadura
Roberto Grilo, President of 
CCDR Alentejo and of EUROACE
Rosa Balas, General Director for 
External Action of the Regional 
Government of Extremadura
Esteban Pelayo, Director of 
EUROADA (European Association 
of Development Agencies)
Paulo Quaresma, vice-rector 
of Research, Development, 
Innovation and Transfer of 
Technology at Evora University
Mário Raposo, vice-rector 
responsible for Finances and 
Projects at the University of Beira 
Interior
Manual González Lena, deputy 
rector of Research, Innovation 
and Transfer at the University  
of Extremadura
Tiago Farias, InovCluster, 

Europe in my region/eurorregion – EUROACE for responsible 
research: a dialogue between science and society
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(Joint with Alentejo (PT))

Associação do Cluster  
Agro-Industrial do Centro 
Rui Pingo, General Director  
of the Scientific and Technology 
Park of Alentejo
José Luis Llerena, Director  
of Extremadura Agricultural 
and Food Technological Centre 
(CTAEX)
Francisco Fernández de Vega, 
Director of the Municipal Schools 
for Young Scientists
Maria do Ceu Ramos, General 
Secretary of Eugenio Almeida 
Foundation
Alejandro Hernández Renner, 
member of the Spanish 
Association of Foundations
Ivonne Delgadillo, University 
of Aveiro

More information: 
Press releases - Junta de 
Extremadura:
La investigación socialmente 
responsable, centro de debate 
en una jornada transfronteriza 
entre responsables científicos y 
sociedad civil.
La Junta de Extremadura prevé 
incrementar el número de 
investigadores en I+D+i gracias 
al Plan Especial de Impulso a la 
Innovación
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Outline
The main purpose of the seminar is to analyse the demographic challenges that affect nowadays Galicia-North 
Portugal Euroregion.
Demographic change is by far one of the most significant challenges facing Galicia North Portugal Euroregion, 
and, generally speaking Europe in the next 30 – 40 years. The decades to come will bring a transformation 
which neither experience nor history has prepared us for. 
Ageing will lead to significant increases in public expenditure, in particular on pension, health and long-term 
care. Ensuring access to high quality public services will constitute a major challenge for our regions and 
countries. 
This Seminar has analysed all the challenges, which affect in a particular way to our two regions. Indeed, the 
Seminar has analysed it from a cross-border/territorial perspective. 

Conclusions 
The significant regional divergence in demographic patterns will most likely generate a substantial asymmetric 
socio-economic impact on European territories, which might further increase regional disparities in Europe.
Regions have to take action to face these challenges 

Date and venue 
25 November 2015
Vigo

Type of the event:
Seminar 

Organiser: 
Galicia North Portugal European 
Grouping for Territorial 
Cooperation. Vigo (Spain)

Chair: 
Maria Geraldes. Director  
GNP EGTC 

Speakers:
Ledicia Suárez Rodríguez, 
Xunta de Galicia.
Ana Sampaio, Portuguese 
Government 
Teresa Sá Marques, Professor. 
Porto University
Melchor Fernández, Professor 
and Coordinator of a Group 
of experts on Demographic 
challeges. Santiago University. 
Spain. 

1st Reflection on Demographic Challenges  Galicia-North  
Portugal Euroregion  Building solutions together
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"Galicia-North Portugal Euroregion :  
Building solutions together."
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Outline
The Navarrabiomed-Fundación Miguel Servet biomedical research centre organised two open-day events to 
showcase advances in oncology and neuroscience. People of all ages, 15 visitors at each visit, had free access 
to the offices and laboratories. 

On 11 of November people could visit the oncology laboratories, including the immunology and epigenetics 
of cancer facilities. On 13 of November the neuroepigenetics laboratories and the biobank and proteomics 
platforms were open to the public. 

For almost two hours visitors could observe the foundation's daily biomedical activities, e.g. looking at human 
samples through a microscope or hearing about proteomics technology. They also had the chance to talk 
directly with the main managers of the groups and platforms and to put their own questions to them. 

Conclusions
As a first experience of an open-days event, we felt that both visits were a success. People were very motivated, 
making comments, asking questions or even asking for further information. We therefore plan to repeat the 
event next year during Navarra Science Week 2016.

Date and venue 
11 November2015 
and 13 November 2015 
Pamplona

Type of the event:
Oncology and Neuroscience 
Open Days. 

Organiser: 
Contact Name: 
Marisol Fragoso, Managing 
Director. 
Andrea Ucar, Communications 
Department. 

Speakers:
David Guerrero, David Escors, 
Maite Mendióroz, Isabel Gil, 
Joaquín Fernández, Enrique 
Santamaría and Andrea Ucar. 

More information: 
Navarrabiomed programa visitas 
temáticas (áreas de oncología y 
neurociencias) en la Semana de 
la Ciencia 2015
Comienza la Semana de la 
Ciencia en Navarra con más de 
30 propuestas para todos los 
públicos 
Programa completo Semana 
de la Ciencia, Tecnología e 
Innovación de Navarra 2015. 

Navarra Science Week 2015
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Outline
FOCUS INNOVA PYME 2015 held an event entitled "Europe Opportunities", a meeting place and networking 
event aimed at bringing the policies and projects of the Europe 2020 strategy to regional business networks. 
Sustainability, innovation and low-carbon economy were the guiding axes of the strategy.

The event held at the Palace of Music of Valencia was attended by over 3 500 participants who took part in 12 
activities, comprising workshops, panel discussions and presentations. Participation in the plenary "Europa" was 
a great success. This was moderated by journalist Alvaro Mohorte and hosted by the Regional Director General 
of Economy and Entrepreneurship, Francisco Alvarez. A discussion was held on European programmes for 
innovation and supporting SMEs. The plenary was attended by four representatives from European institutions. 
The European Commission was represented by Joanna Drake (DG GROW), Francisco Caballero (DG GROW), 
Katerina Fortun (DG REGIO) and the Committee of the Regions was represented by Satu Tietari.

In addition, during the different sessions, numerous instruments and tools were announced concerning support 
for SMEs through innovation, improved competitiveness and new markets in order to generate cooperation 
and business opportunities.

Many business people and local entrepreneurs also visited the exhibition area of the Palace of Music, where 
they received personalised information and advice from the stands of Enterprise Europe Centres - SEIMED of 
the Enterprise Europe Network, Climate-KIC, Sustexnet, Europe Direct, Inneon and Effective.

Conclusions 
Focus Innova PYME was the final event of the European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) 2015 award, presented by 
the Committee of the Regions to the Comunitat Valenciana.

This award recognises the work of the Valencia business ecosystem and also expresses the commitment 
and participation of the Region of Valencia, showing the instruments and tools aimed at strengthening and 
promoting SMEs through innovation, improved competitiveness and opening new markets and at generating 
cooperation and business opportunities.

Focus Innova Europa Oportunidades
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"Region of Valencia, European 
Entrepreneurial Region 2015"

Date and venue 
4 November 2015 
Valencia

Type of the event:
Meeting and networking

Organiser: 
Regional Government of Valencia 
– Ministry for Sustainable 
Economy, Productive Sectors, 
Trade and Employment in 
collaboration with IVACE 
(Valencian Institute for SMEs)

Chair: 
Francisco Álvarez, Director 
General for Economy and 
Entrepreneurship, Regional 
Government of Valencia

Speakers:
Satu Tietari, member  
of the ECON Commission, 
Committee of the Regions
Ms Joanna Drake, Director  
for Entrepreneurship and SMEs 
European Commission, DG 
for Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs
Katerina Fortún, Urban  
and Regional Policy, 
Representation of the European 
Commission in Spain
Francisco Caballero, Head  
of Unit of Industrial Policy 
Division, DG for Internal Market, 
Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs, European Commission

More information: 
http://focusinnovapyme.
emprenemjunts.es/

http://focusinnovapyme.emprenemjunts.es/
http://focusinnovapyme.emprenemjunts.es/
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Gothenburg, Skåne, Västerbotten and Västra Götaland are enclosed 

SWEDEN
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p. 131  Gothenburg Gothenburg
  Malmö Malmö
p. 132  Skåne Malmö
 Region Värmland Karlstad
p. 133  County of Västerbotten Härnösand
p. 134  Region Västra Götaland Vänersborg
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"Why haven't we thought of this before? 
Let’s start right away"

Outline
Young people make up a considerable proportion of the population of the Gothenburg region, which consists of 
13 municipalities. The City of Gothenburg is the biggest of these, with almost 600 000 inhabitants. Children and 
young people in the city have a relatively good home environment, as well as relatively good living conditions 
and lifestyles. At the same time, statistics show that there are groups of young people who have a poorer home 
environment and poorer health than others. The diverse conditions among young people have an impact on 
their education, grades and further education prospects as well as their future opportunities on the labour 
market and housing market. This is also reflected in the Europe 2020 strategy. The City of Gothenburg is now 
working with neighbouring cities and municipalities to make the region a good place for all young people. One 
important step is to create job opportunities, for instance by facilitating entry into the labour market as well as 
developing and offering supportive advisory initiatives for young people. No single initiative alone can reduce 
the growing disparities. However, many coordinated initiatives can together create a more socially sustainable 
city. This local event was a contribution to common goals at local and EU level. 

The breakfast meeting started with an introduction to the Europe 2020 strategy and relevant EU funding. 
In order to see if everyone was awake and eager to learn, a light-hearted quiz was set, which was much 
appreciated. After that the Swedish ESF program and Erasmus+ were presented. This raised many questions 
and the participants were eager to test their ideas on the representatives of managing authorities taking part 
in the event. The non-governmental organisation KEKS also gave some good examples. Local EVS volunteers 
recently returned from Greece and France shared their memories and experiences with the adults around the 
breakfast table and encouraged them to open the door to other European countries for more young people. 

Conclusions 
EU funding offers many opportunities for lifelong learning, not only to young people but also to adults working 
for young people. There is huge potential worth exploring in the region of Gothenburg, where there are already 
resources and a political consensus at all levels. Training has started on how to use EU instruments. For instance, 
directly after the breakfast meeting the City of Gothenburg held a workshop with the Gothenburg Youth 
Venture to develop project ideas. In March 2016 a workshop with potential partners will be held in Brussels 
focusing on reducing inequality in living conditions and health.

Date and venue 
22 October 2015
Gothenburg

Type of the event:
Breakfast meeting

Organiser: 
City of Gothenburg, Gothenburg 
Region Association of Local 
Authorities (GR)

Chair: 
Petra Senthén, International 
Relations Office, City of 
Gothenburg 

Speakers: 
Erik Johansson, Swedish ESF 
Council 
Ellen Gosdoum, Swedish 
Agency for Youth and Civil 
Society 
Andreea Maris, KEKS, a network 
of municipalities and other 
bodies engaged in open youth 
work 
Margit and Romina, EVS 
volunteers from Gothenburg

More information: 
Inequality in Living Conditions 
and Helath in Gothenburg, 2014 - 
a Socially Sustainable City 

Youth, jobs and the EU – what does this mean for the city? 
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"Drive so it doesn’t smoke! 
Drive methanol!"

Outline
In recent years, there has been a change in discussions on fossil fuels and methanol (together with DME and 
ethanol from forest raw materials) has been identified as a second-generation renewable fuel. Fossil-based 
methanol already has environmental advantages compared with diesel/gasoline from energy-efficient 
combustion in engines. It contributes to significantly lower levels of particulate matter, hydrocarbons, ozone, 
sulphur dioxide and its waste has an insignificant environmental impact. 

On Friday 11 September 2015, a specific workshop was held on methanol as a fuel. The issues discussed 
included questions such as "what is needed for methanol as an energy carrier to be able to make a significant 
contribution to the achievement of the 2030/2050 targets?" and "how should a system for the whole methanol 
value chain be designed to be most cost-efficient?". The aim of the workshop was to probe ongoing activities 
in the area, assess the needs and possible actions for the way forward and check the interest in participating in 
future groups / projects / consortiums in the area. Considerable attention was given to how the government 
could be influenced to secure long-term clarity in tax rules for biofuels. 

Conclusions
What emerged during the day was a good symbiosis between the work vehicles on water and land. The 
synergies between sea and forest/agriculture have been strengthened when similar engines can be used, 
which can reduce development costs, i.e. the market for fossil-free energy carriers is increasing. Many good 
suggestions were made during the seminar on cooperation and advocacy. 

Date and venue 
11 September 2015
Malmö

Type of the event:
Seminar and workshop

Organiser:
Region Skåne, SMTF, 
LTU, Scaninaos and 
Hushållningssällskapet

Chair: 
Peter Askman, Environmental 
Strategist at Region Skåne, 
moderator

Speakers:
Åke Nordberg, Sveriges 
lantbruksuniversitet
Wollmar Hintze, 
Värmlandsmetanol AB
Magnus Persson, Fuelpoint
Martin Tunér, Lunds Tekniska 
Högskola
Kjeld Aabo, MAN Diesel & Turbo
Ulf Freudendahl, MARU Teknik AB
Thomas Stenhede, Scandinaos
Per-Ove Persson, 
Hushållningssällskapet Skaraborg

(Bio)methanol as a fuel
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Outline
The inauguration of the first CNG filling-station is a milestone, not only for the BioGaC project, but also for 
the region of Härnösand and Sundsvall. Now it is possible for private motorists and companies to choose a 
renewable fuel, biomethane (100% renewable CNG). The inauguration attracted a lot of people and really 
turned into a festival, albeit a rainy one. Visitors came not just from Härnösand but also from nearby towns like 
Sundsvall, Umeå, Kramfors and Sollefteå. We can already foresee a growing number of people choosing to buy 
CNG vehicles.

Conclusions 
EU funding has helped to strengthen the biomethane strategic network through the BioGaC project, as 
Ingemar Forzelius pointed out during his opening speech.
The CNG filling-station will provide an important element of the TEN-T core roads network, in fulfilment of the 
requirements of the Directive on alternative fuels. The number of CNG cars is already increasing. The biggest 
impact on the environment will come when the additional local biomethane factory is in operation, at which 
point the local waste, energy and fuel cycle will be closed to create a circular economy.

Date and venue 
7 November 2015
Härnösand

Type of the event:
Inauguration

Organiser:
Härnösand Energi & Miljö AB  
and the BioGaC project

Chair: 
Ingemar Forzelius, CEO 
Härnösand Energi & Miljö AB 

Speakers:
Mayor of Härnösand, Fred 
Nilsson, chairman of Härnösand 
Energi & Miljö AB, Lotta Visén, 
CEO of Härnösand Energi & Miljö 
AB, Ingemar Forzelius, and the 
famous illusionist Love Melander

More information: 
www.hemab.se/down-
load/18.2ecdc8e8150ba3cc-
696dbdf0/1446476077843/inbju-
dan_tankstationHEMAB.pdf

www.infrasverige.se/transport/
tva-nya-tankstallen-for-for-
donsgas-i-harnosand-och-
sundsvall

Inauguration of the first CNG filling-station
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County of Västerbotten

"We now have a corridor enabling 
motorists to refuel with CNG from 
southern Italy to northern Scandinavia."

http://www.hemab.se/download/18.2ecdc8e8150ba3cc696dbdf0/1446476077843/inbjudan_tankstationHEMAB.pdf
http://www.hemab.se/download/18.2ecdc8e8150ba3cc696dbdf0/1446476077843/inbjudan_tankstationHEMAB.pdf
http://www.hemab.se/download/18.2ecdc8e8150ba3cc696dbdf0/1446476077843/inbjudan_tankstationHEMAB.pdf
http://www.hemab.se/download/18.2ecdc8e8150ba3cc696dbdf0/1446476077843/inbjudan_tankstationHEMAB.pdf
http://www.infrasverige.se/transport/tva-nya-tankstallen-for-fordonsgas-i-harnosand-och-sundsvall
http://www.infrasverige.se/transport/tva-nya-tankstallen-for-fordonsgas-i-harnosand-och-sundsvall
http://www.infrasverige.se/transport/tva-nya-tankstallen-for-fordonsgas-i-harnosand-och-sundsvall
http://www.infrasverige.se/transport/tva-nya-tankstallen-for-fordonsgas-i-harnosand-och-sundsvall
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Outline
Sweden’s work with social rights, inclusion and human rights is known all over the world as an example of best 
practice. The Västra Götaland Region’s work with human rights is also unique because we have a human rights 
committee with political representatives that promote human rights in the region. The issues of social inclusion 
and rights are, as always, an important issue for the EU.

This year’s local event in the Västra Götaland Region (SE) focused on the importance of social inclusion and 
highlighted the important roles that local and regional levels have in the implementation process. 

The conference brought together officials and politicians from western Sweden. The first day began with an 
overview of the most important matters that are currently on the EU agenda. The day focused specifically on 
social inclusion through interesting presentations, panel debates and a field trip to Sweden’s largest housing 
facility for refugees, Restad Gård in Vänersborg.

The second day focused on the latest information from the various EU funding programmes that are relevant to 
the western part of Sweden and that provide opportunities for local and regional cooperation, locally and in a 
European context. One of the seminars focused on social inclusion and included information on the structural 
funds and sector programmes.

Conclusions
The conference was highly appreciated because it enabled officials and politicians to come together and 
discuss the important issue of social inclusion. It was highlighted again and again that social inclusion is an 
issue that we need to work on together - at local, regional, national and international level.

Date and venue 
20-21 August 2015
Vänersborg 

Type of the event:
Conference (presentations, panel 
debate, seminars and field trips) 

Organiser: 
The Västra Götaland, Halland 
and Värmland Regions and the 
three region’s municipalities and 
representatives from the county 
administrative board.

Chair:
Ylva Källman, KommuniMera 
AB, moderator

Speakers:
Katerina Areskoug, Head  
of the European Commisssion 
Representation in Sweden
Mikael Stigendal, Professor  
in Sociology, Malmö University
Jens Nilsson (Swedish Social 
Democratic Party, S&D) Member 
of the European Parliament
Walter Mutt (Green Party) 
Member of the Swedish 
Parliament
Tomas Riste, Member of the 
Regional Executive Committee 
of the Värmland Region and 
Member of the Committee  
of Regions (TBC)
Elisabeth Rahmberg, Head  
of the Public Health Committee, 
Västra Götaland Region

Social inclusion in West Sweden and the EU
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of Achterhoek, Flevoland, Gelderland (2), Limburg, North Brabant and Randstad  
are enclosed 

THE NETHERLANDS
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

p. 136  Achterhoek Ulft
  Arnhem Nijmegen City Region Elst
  City of Assen Assen
  City of Eindhoven Eindhoven
p. 137  Province of Flevoland Lelystad
p. 138  Gelderland Tiel
p. 139 Gelderland Nijmegen
p. 140  Province of Limburg (joint with North Brabant) Eupen (BE)
  City of Maastricht Maastricht
p. 141  North Brabant (joint with Limburg) Eupen (BE)
  Northern Netherlands Provinces 
p. 142  Randstad Region The Hague
  Province of Zeeland Middelburg
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Outline
Talententuin Achterhoek is an event where young talent meets regional companies. In a time of demographic 
change, the Achterhoek region wants to address its challenges in a positive way and to focus on its (economic) 
strengths so as to attract and keep young people and strengthen the economy. This event is being organised 
in 2015 for the third time, giving companies the opportunity to demonstrate their innovation/developments, 
products and services. Students and young professionals have the chance to meet these companies and get an 
inside look at opportunities for jobs/internships. Several workshops, talks and debates take place over the day.  
The Achterhoek region is also being launched as Smart Hub by a group of entrepreneurs during the 
Talententuin. The strength of the Achterhoek region is its innovative manufacturing sector, which offers high-
quality products for the international market. Smart Industry Achterhoek represents product innovation, 
smarter robotic technology, improved interaction between man and machine, and collaboration between 
different companies. Thus the Achterhoek region wants to strengthen its regional (smart) industry and attract 
highly qualified (young) people. 

Conclusions
Demographic change is a fact of life, but the way regions manage it is a matter of choice. The Achterhoek region 
is dynamic and growing economically. Events like Talententuin are organised to show the qualities of, and 
(labour) opportunities for (specifically), young people. It has brought companies and talented young people 
together. 

Date and venue 
27 November 2015
Ulft

Type of the event:
Conference/career event

Organiser:
The Achterhoek Region/ 
Achterhoek 2020 

Speakers:
Main speaker: André Kuipers, 
Dutch physician and ESA 
astronaut. Kuipers is the first 
Dutch astronaut to return to 
space. 

More information: 
www.talententuinachterhoek.nl 

www.smarthub.nl 

Talententuin Achterhoek
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Achterhoek

SmartHub AchterhoekAround 400 visitors

	  

http://www.talententuinachterhoek.nl
http://www.smarthub.nl
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"Transparency and open communication 
are necessary to inform inhabitants and 
stakeholders about new projects with a major 
impact. The way we communicated about the 
new ambitions for wind energy is an example 
of this kind of transparency."

Outline
The province of Flevoland is well known for its flat land and open landscape. These are great advantages when 
it comes to producing wind energy. The province already has over 600 wind turbines. The new-generation wind 
turbines can produce more clean energy using a smaller number of turbines. With the new remit of the ministry 
to produce even more wind energy, the province has also decided to reduce the number of turbines. As a first 
legal step, the province, ministry and local governments wrote a formal legal document ("structuurvisie") to 
formalise the conditions for new projects. 

To inform a broad spectrum of stakeholders and inhabitants, the cooperating authorities held three public 
events. A special stakeholders meeting was also organised to facilitate interaction between stakeholders and 
inform them about strategic choices. 

The public events included a number of components. There was an open discussion, a quiz about wind energy, 
a 3D-demonstration of newly planned projects, and various activities for children. We included a theatre act, 
of a so called Windwachter ("wind watcher"), a fictional colleague who knows anything and everything about 
wind, and who calibrates the turbines riding in a special vehicle. 

Conclusions
The public events allowed us to inform a large number of local people in an accessible way. The variety of 
approaches helped people to understand more about the impact of wind energy and wind turbines. 

Wind energy for inhabitants of Flevoland region
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Province of Flevoland

Date and venue 
7 November 2015, Lelystad
14 November 2015, Zeewolde
21 November 2015, Dronten

Type of the event:
Information campaign

Organiser: 
Province of Flevoland and three 
local communities: Lelystad, 
Zeewolde and Dronten

Chair: 
John Dekker, wind energy 
project manager

Speakers:
Elly van Wageningen, 
alderman, Lelystad
Gerben Dijksterhuis, alderman, 
Zeewolde
Nico Verlaan, alderman, Dronten
Arie Stuivenberg, Minister  
for Energy, Province of Flevoland
Meindert Smallenbroek, 
director of the Department of 
Energy and the Environment, 
Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs
Lexje Rietveld, manager of wind 
energy on land project, Dutch 
Ministry of Economic Affairs

More information: 
www.windwaarts.nl

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kHc5mYJuX_s

http://www.windwaarts.nl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHc5mYJuX_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHc5mYJuX_s
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Outline
The guests of the NVB-conference 'Getting stronger by working 
together' experienced a dynamic programme. As organisers, the 
province of Gelderland, the Dutch association of inland ports and the 
Medel business park presented a dynamic programme on board the 
ship "Grace Kelly". The theme 'Getting stronger by working together' 
was interwoven throughout the programme. Many opportunities for 
networking were taken up on a sunny day on the busiest waterway in 
Europe, the river Waal. 
There were presentations about different projects on the river Waal, 
including:
- Construction of the Medel Tiel container terminal
- Inland port of Tiel and the Harteman company
- Expansion of the BCTN Nijmegen container terminal
- LNG terminal project in Nijmegen
- River Project Veur Lent, Nijmegen
- Logistics Valley, Gelderland

Conclusions
Government and companies need to work together on different themes 
for inland ports: 
Construction of a Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) network for transport by ship, 
Inland port development,
Construction of and cooperation between a network of container 
terminals
Logistic promotion of regions
Working together creates opportunities for new developments to be 
developed faster and better.

Date and venue 
2 October 2015
Tiel

Type of the event:
Congress of the Dutch 
association of inland ports

Organiser: 
Dutch association of inland ports
Province of Gelderland
Medel business park 

Chair: 
Simone van Trier

Speakers:
Included:
Laurens Verspuij, Alderman, 
City of Tiel
Henk Bolt, CEO, Harteman 
Holding
Theo Pouw, CEO, Theo Pouw 
group
Marijke van Haren, Chair, Dutch 
association of inland ports
Theo Heinink, Province  
of Gelderland
Marcel Michon, Managing 
partner, Buck consultants
Jan Looman, Business 
Development Director, Logistic 
Hotspot Rivierenland

Getting stronger by working together
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Gelderland

"'Getting stronger by working together"

	  	  

Gustave Pol, Project manager, 
LEC region, Liemers
Gerard Jansen, Project manager, 
LEC region, Nijmegen
Matthijs Zwart, Logistics Valley
Turgay Tankir, Alderman,  
City of Nijmegen
Rien Geurts, CEO, BCTN
Jon van Oostrom, Managing 
director, GDF Suez LNG solutions
Paul Mathieu, City of Nijmegen
Conny Bieze, Deputy Province  
of Gelderland

More information: 
http://havens.binnenvaart.nl/
jaarcongres/2015

http://havens.binnenvaart.nl/jaarcongres/2015
http://havens.binnenvaart.nl/jaarcongres/2015
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"Crossing Borders: 
new thinking,  
new doing."

Outline
The 28th National Distribution (NDD) event was held on 15 October 2015 in De Vereeniging venue in Nijmegen. 
This busy day (over 250 participants) started with an interesting regional programme, in the course of which 
several companies in the region were visited.
Visit to NACCO Materials
Visit to Rijkswaterstaat
Visit to GDF SUEZ LNG Solutions
Visit to BCTN
Visit to Hitachi
Visit to Mainfreight/Wim Bosman, Emmerich container terminal
Under the title "Crossing Borders: new thinking, new doing", inspirational speakers, such as Joost Welsh of FonQ.nl,  
Erik Uljee of TNT Benelux and Rob Cuijpers from Forever21, gave their views on developments in the different 
key sectors.
Logistics Valley presented itself and its ambitions as a logistic region in Gelderland.
The day ended with a buffet dinner.
Presentation by Erik Uljee, TNT Benelux
Workshop presentation: How is logistics Netherlands doing on the international map? The power of 
collaboration in the digital world.
Workshop presentation: Which employees will we no longer need ... and which will we!
Workshop presentation: Export logistics knowledge and expertise

Conclusions
- Major chances for regional clustering in Logistics, like logistic health care hubs
- Internet shops are expanding, 24/7 delivery, larger scale needed, company mergers
- The labour market for logistics is changing rapidly
- Creating an internet knowledge platform for foreign promotion in logistics  
- Logistics valley with logistic hotspots:  Liemers, Nijmegen and Rivierenland on the river Waal, Betuwe rail and 
the highway A15  make an interesting region for logistics 

Date and venue 
15 October
Nijmegen

Type of the event:
Conference and visits

Organiser: 
Holland International Distribution 
Council, Province of Gelderland, 
Logistics Experience center 
Region Nijmegen, Logistic 
Experience center Region 
Liemers, Logistic Hotspot Region 
Rivierenland, Development 
Agency Oost NV.

Chair: 
Remco Buurman

Speakers:
Joost Welsh of FonQ.nl 
Erik Uljee TNT Benelux
Rob Cuijpers from Forever21
Hubert Bruls, Major City of 
Nijmegen
Conny Bieze, Deputy Province  
of Gelderland
Corry van Rhee-Oud 
Ammersveld, Alderman  
City of Tiel
Turkaij Tankir, Alderman  
City of Nijmegen
Ina Leppink, Major  
City of Montferland

More information: 
www.ndl.nl

National Distribution Day 
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Gelderland

http://www.ndl.nl
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Outline
Many different themes were discussed with the European Commissioner as well as with Members of the 
European Parliament. 

A main issue was the current influx of refugees entering the EU and how to cope with this in the light of 
European values such as solidarity and humanity. Emphasis was placed on the importance of refugees learning 
the language of the host region.

Furthermore, the participants discussed the role of the EU and its options for fighting poverty, creating equal 
opportunities for men and women and protecting and establishing the rights of people with disabilities. 
With regard to the Meuse-Rhine Euroregion's specific situation as a cross-border region, questions concerning 
the cross-border labour market were discussed. Several participants gave examples of the obstacles that still 
existed in this field, for example with regard to recruitment and job matching. Possible pragmatic solutions 
were suggested. The European Commissioner presented the Mobility Package she was proposing.

Conclusions 
The Meuse-Rhine Euroregion is one of the oldest cross-border regions in Europe and has considerable 
experience in this field. It understands the challenges very well. To meet these challenges, we sometimes need 
European legislation. But within the Meuse-Rhine Euroregion we can also take action ourselves. We do not 
always have to wait for Europe and the national governments to start solving problems. Being creative can 
help to find solutions and these solutions can serve as examples of good practice to Europe and to other cross-
border regions.

Date and venue 
29 September 2015
Eupen

Type of the event:
Lecture with European 
Commissioner Marianne 
Thyssen and debate with several 
MEPs from the Meuse-Rhine 
Euregion.

Organiser: 
Meuse-Rhine Euroregion, Europe 
Direct, the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium & 
the European Commission 
Representation in Belgium 

Chair: 
Moderator: Alexander Homann, 
head of the Representation  
of the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium  
in Brussels

Speakers:
Marianne Thyssen, European 
Commissioner
Oliver Paasch, Minister President 
of the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium
Pascal Arimont, MEP
Ivo Belet, MEP
Jeroen Lenaers, MEP
Claude Rolin, MEP
Sabine Verheyen, MEP

Lecture with European Commissioner Marianne Thyssen

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Province of Limburg
(Joint event with North Brabant)

"To meet today's challenges,  
we need European solidarity."
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Outline
Many different themes were discussed with the European Commissioner as well as with Members of the 
European Parliament. 

A main issue was the current influx of refugees entering the EU and how to cope with this in the light of 
European values such as solidarity and humanity. Emphasis was placed on the importance of refugees learning 
the language of the host region.

Furthermore, the participants discussed the role of the EU and its options for fighting poverty, creating equal 
opportunities for men and women and protecting and establishing the rights of people with disabilities. 
With regard to the Meuse-Rhine Euroregion's specific situation as a cross-border region, questions concerning 
the cross-border labour market were discussed. Several participants gave examples of the obstacles that still 
existed in this field, for example with regard to recruitment and job matching. Possible pragmatic solutions 
were suggested. The European Commissioner presented the Mobility Package she was proposing.

Conclusions 
The Meuse-Rhine Euroregion is one of the oldest cross-border regions in Europe and has considerable 
experience in this field. It understands the challenges very well. To meet these challenges, we sometimes need 
European legislation. But within the Meuse-Rhine Euroregion we can also take action ourselves. We do not 
always have to wait for Europe and the national governments to start solving problems. Being creative can 
help to find solutions and these solutions can serve as examples of good practice to Europe and to other cross-
border regions.

Date and venue 
29 September 2015
Eupen

Type of the event:
Lecture with European 
Commissioner Marianne 
Thyssen and debate with several 
MEPs from the Meuse-Rhine 
Euregion.

Organiser: 
Meuse-Rhine Euroregion, Europe 
Direct, the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium & 
the European Commission 
Representation in Belgium 

Chair: 
Moderator: Alexander Homann, 
head of the Representation  
of the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium  
in Brussels

Speakers:
Marianne Thyssen, European 
Commissioner
Oliver Paasch, Minister President 
of the German-speaking 
Community of Belgium
Pascal Arimont, MEP
Ivo Belet, MEP
Jeroen Lenaers, MEP
Claude Rolin, MEP
Sabine Verheyen, MEP

Lecture with European Commissioner Marianne Thyssen

"To meet today's challenges,  
we need European solidarity."

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

North Brabant
(Joint event with Province of Limburg)
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"Instead of talking in abstract terms 
about the possible outcomes of the urban 

agenda, it is time to carry out local pilot 
projects and see for ourselves."

Outline
The Randstad region organised a round table discussion to explore 
present and potential opportunities of the European Urban Agenda for 
cities and urban regions. After a welcome address by the chair of the 
Randstad Region board, a policy-maker from the European Commission 
presented the state of play with the European Urban Agenda. The other 
speakers and members of the panel had been asked to prepare a short 
pitch on their point of view, answering two questions: 
– What should the Urban Agenda contain in order to benefit a 
polycentric network?
– How should urban policy be designed on several policy levels in order 
to utilise the potential of a polycentric urban network effectively and 
efficiently?
After the presentation and pitches, the speakers and members of the 
panel exchanged views on topics such as the focus of the Urban Agenda, 
differences between cities in the 28 Member States and similarities 
between urban regions, and how European urban policy can be framed 
together with cities rather than for cities. All speakers agreed about the 
potential of a European urban policy that focused on the social well-
being of cities. However, opinions differed on the question of how that 
aim could be realised.

Conclusions 
An urban agenda for cities addresses European policy bottlenecks in 
a local approach to urban issues, although an urban agenda for urban 
regions could also focus on opportunities for regional economic growth. 
In both cases cities and urban regions have sufficient opportunities to 
mobilise and form (temporary) thematic partnerships. The European 
Commission has already outlined a new European urban policy; it is 
now up to the Member States and decentralised authorities to take 
the initiative and use this policy framework. The success of the urban 
agenda will largely depend on the willingness, organisational strength 
and decisiveness of cities, urban regions and Member States.

Date and venue 
3 November 2015
The Hague

Type of the event:
Round table

Organiser: 
Randstad Region

Chair: 
Paul Gerretsen, Deltametropool 
Association, moderator

Speakers:
Olivier Baudelet, European 
Commission, DG Regional  
and Urban Policy
Matthijs van Miltenburg, 
Member of the European 
Parliament (D66/ALDE)
Mariëtte Pennarts, Minister for 
European Affairs of the Province 
of Utrecht and chair of the board 
of Randstad Regio in Brussels
Michiel Rijsberman, Minister  
for European Affairs of the 
Province of Flevoland and urban 
policy adviser
Henry Meijdam, chair of the 
Council for the Environment  
and Infrastructure (main advisory 
body for Dutch ministries  
and the Dutch parliament)
Nicolaas Beets, Ministry of the 
Interior and Kingdom relations 
and the Dutch Urban Envoy
Bas Verkerk, Mayor of Delft  
and member of the Committee 

The Randstad: a polycentric network reflecting the European 
Urban Agenda?

I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

Randstad Region 

of the Regions
Wouter van der Heijde, 
senior European policy advisor, 
Municipality of Amsterdam
Frank van Oort, Professor  
of Economic Geography  
and Spatial Development, 
University of Utrecht
Virginie Mamadouh, Professor 
of Political and Cultural 
Geography, University  
of Amsterdam
Evert Meijers, Professor  
of Economic Geography,  
Delft Technical University
Sébastien Garnier, EU 
representative at AEDES

More information: 
An English summary of the 
meeting:
www.randstadregion.eu/en/
news/summary-of-round-
table-discussion-on-the-urban-
agenda/ 

Dutch article in a digital weekly 
newsletter about EU policy : 
www.europadecentraal.nl/
europese-ster/de-europese-ster-
nr-804/#de-europese-urban-
agenda-de-toekomst-van-
europees-stedelijk-beleid 

	  

http://www.randstadregion.eu/en/news/summary-of-round-table-discussion-on-the-urban-agenda/
http://www.randstadregion.eu/en/news/summary-of-round-table-discussion-on-the-urban-agenda/
http://www.randstadregion.eu/en/news/summary-of-round-table-discussion-on-the-urban-agenda/
http://www.randstadregion.eu/en/news/summary-of-round-table-discussion-on-the-urban-agenda/
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/europese-ster/de-europese-ster-nr-804/#de-europese-urban-agenda-de-toekomst-van-europees-stedelijk-beleid
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/europese-ster/de-europese-ster-nr-804/#de-europese-urban-agenda-de-toekomst-van-europees-stedelijk-beleid
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/europese-ster/de-europese-ster-nr-804/#de-europese-urban-agenda-de-toekomst-van-europees-stedelijk-beleid
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/europese-ster/de-europese-ster-nr-804/#de-europese-urban-agenda-de-toekomst-van-europees-stedelijk-beleid
http://www.europadecentraal.nl/europese-ster/de-europese-ster-nr-804/#de-europese-urban-agenda-de-toekomst-van-europees-stedelijk-beleid
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

No reports enclosed 

TURKEY
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Eskisehir Metropolitan Municipality Eskisehir
  Istanbul/Gaziosmanpaşa Istanbul
  Karşıyaka Municipality Karşıyaka
  Mugla Metropolitan Municipality Mugla
  Seferihsar Municipality Seferihsar
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REPORTS BY COUNTRY

The reports of East of England, Highlands and Islands, London and Southend on Sea are enclosed 

UNITED KINGDOM
I  Regional Partnerships – Official Partners of the OPEN DAYS 2015

  Birmingham Birmingham
  Dorset Dorchester
p. 145  East of England Cambridge
p. 146 Highlands and Islands Inverness
 City of Liverpool Liverpool
  Liverpool City Region Liverpool
p. 147  London London
 Northern Ireland  Belfast
p. 148  Southend on Sea Southend on Sea
 Southern England Portsmouth
  Surrey Kingston upon Thames
  Wales Cardiff
  West Midlands 
  West Wales Aberystwyth
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Outline
This workshop sought to provide an overview of the key EU funding 
programmes that can support projects in the areas of environment, 
energy and low-carbon growth. National Contact Points and local 
facilitators gave an overview of a number of EU funding programmes, 
including the Horizon 2020 programme, the LIFE programme and four 
Interreg Programmes, the 2 Seas Programme, the France (Channel) 
England Programme, the North Sea Region Programme and the 
North-West Europe Programme. As well as information on the funding 
programmes themselves, a number of case studies from across the 
region were presented, demonstrating how the money can actually be 
spent and giving an insight into what EU funding projects can be like. 

Conclusions
The overall feedback from the event was good and participants seemed 
to appreciate having the opportunity to learn about so many different 
funding programmes.

Date and venue 
23 November 2015
Cambridge

Type of the event:
Workshop – EU funding  
for energy, the environment  
and low-carbon growth

Organiser: 
East of England Local 
Government Association  
and the East of England 
European Partnership 

Chair: 
Richard Powell OBE, chair,  
Wild Anglia

Speakers:
Chris Young, National Contact 
Point for Energy (EU Energy 
Focus)
Chris Woodward, Innovation 
Adviser, Enterprise Europe 
Network
Dr Katy Thompson, UK LIFE 
Coordinator, DEFRA 
Nick Folkard, Head of 
International Funding Unit, RSPB 
Michelle Armstrong, Territorial 
Facilitator UK (Priority 1 
Innovation), 2 Seas Crossborder 
Programme

EU Funding for Energy, theEnvironment and low-carbon Growth
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Dr Katy Owen, Coordinator, 
Norfolk Non-Native Species 
Initiative, Norfolk County Council 
Hélène Gentils, programme 
facilitator, Joint Secretariat France 
(Channel) England Programme
Kevin Hiscock, Professor 
and Head of School, School 
of Environmental Sciences, 
University of East Anglia
Alison Childs, National Contact 
Point, North Sea Region 
Programme 
Matt Jones, External Funding 
Specialist, Suffolk County Council
Paula MacLachlan, National 
Contact Point, Interreg North-
West Europe Programme 
Jon Petralanda, Environment 
Strategy Technical Officer, 
Peterborough City Council

More information: 
Presentations will be available 
here: 
www.eelga.gov.uk/events/eu_
funding_energy_environment_
low_carbon_growth/ 

http://www.eelga.gov.uk/events/eu_funding_energy_environment_low_carbon_growth/
http://www.eelga.gov.uk/events/eu_funding_energy_environment_low_carbon_growth/
http://www.eelga.gov.uk/events/eu_funding_energy_environment_low_carbon_growth/
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Outline
Catherine Stihler MEP, the digital skills ambassador, introduced the EU e-health action plan, Digital Single 
Market, and upcoming copyrights proposals. She emphasised the importance of skills and training, and good 
broadband coverage, to enable people to use IT.

April Conroy introduced the new Digital Excellence Centre, a success story in the use of technology for and by 
businesses. This project, partly funded by the UK, Scottish Government, and Highlands and Islands Enterprise, 
focuses on the roll-out of next-generation broadband. It provides free digital health checks for companies, as 
well as briefings, teaching and live information, and is used for networking events. It helps businesses keep 
pace with technology, for instance using video-conferencing to engage with a remote audience.

Professor MacRury illustrated how digital exploitation can help deliver basic healthcare services to an 
ageing remote rural populations and how this has generated a booming health science cluster in our area. 
Four conditions linked to age and unhealthy lifestyles – diabetes, dementia, cancer, and obesity – have been 
treated. Alongside service delivery, academic research is being conducted on these diseases, and various smart 
applications have been developed.

Conclusions
There are good reasons to use the Highlands and Islands as a test bed for e-health and e-education. They 
could become a Health City Region and this model could be transferred to European inner city areas. There 
are also real opportunities for businesses to develop smart applications, and for individuals to improve their 
health. There are even broader opportunities: this model could be used to get people interested in their own 
health, which would represent a significant advance in relation to prevention of chronic diseases and changing 
lifestyles, whether in rural areas or in cities.

Date and venue 
25 September 2015 
Inverness

Type of the event:
Best practice from  
the Highlands and Islands.

Organiser: 
Highlands and Islands European 
Partnership

Chair: 
Linda Stewart, University of the 
Highlands and Islands, moderator

Speakers:
Catherine Stihler MEP, vice-
chair of the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection Committee
Professor Sandra MacRury, 
Professor of Clinical Diabetes, 
head of Rural Health and 
Wellbeing, University of the 
Highlands and Islands
April Conroy, project manager, 
Digital Excellence Centre, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise

More information: 
www.uhi.ac.uk

www.hie.co.uk

Health care provision in rural and remote regions using  
technology to overcome the barriers of distance
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"This area has the potential to be hugely 
transformational for our region." 
Professor Clive Mulholland, principal and vice-chancellor of UHI

http://www.uhi.ac.uk
http://www.hie.co.uk
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Outline
The event set out to further the collaboration of the higher and further education sector in delivering European 
Structural and Investment Funds in London. The theme for discussion was how to build collaborative research 
and support businesses and investors in navigating the knowledge base and increasing interaction with 
London Universities. Much of the London ESIF centres on the delivery of the SMART agenda, by ensuring that 
technology cuts across business sectors, from manufacturing to financial technology, med tech and clean tech, 
creating and funding new business opportunities. 
Part of the discussion centred on how the higher and further education sector can support an innovation-
friendly business environment, by matching R&D&I business demand and supply. Translating knowledge 
into new market products and intellectual capital is a key challenge that London will address through ERDF 
investment 

Conclusions
It is critical to make it easier for different parts of London’s innovation ecosystem (businesses, researchers or 
investors) to connect, exchange ideas and collaborate. This is based on the idea that solving London’s problems 
requires the creation of a more open and integrated innovation ecosystem, by connecting individuals and 
organisations with common goals and complementary expertise.

Date and venue 
9 December 2015
London

Type of the event:
Discussion

Organiser:
Greater London Authority  
and London South Bank 
University 

Chair: 
Linsey Cole, Head of 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Institute 

Speakers:
James Lee, Senior Policy  
and Project Office ‘GLA Policy  
and Higher Education 
Institutions‘
Tim Riley, EU Programmes 
Manager ‘ESF : the story so far 
and plans for future rounds’
Sarah Purvis, EU Programme 
Manager ‘ERDF : the story so far 
and plans for future rounds’
Daisy Chatterton, Head of 
Strategic Projets at LSB ‘ESIF 
experiences’ 

Knowledge London – ESIF Programmes 
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"Having attended today's session, do you think 
you will use buses more often now?”  

Reply “Yes, more knowledgeable now”. "

Outline
SBC has been actively researching ways to encourage active travel, particularly among older people, for 
a number of years. This focus arose from the knowledge that Southend has a growing proportion of older 
residents and because more of them, particularly pedestrians, were being injured in highway collisions. An 
EU-funded study called SaMERU (Safer Mobility for Elderly Road Users) helped pool a significant collection of 
research to draw up recommendations on what actions should be supported to help alleviate these issues. One 
of these recommendations was to promote training to enable older people to utilise available public transport 
more safely and confidently.

The "Try a Bus" event was held to provide politicians and older people with practical advice on how they can 
travel actively and safely around Southend by bus. The event targeted older and isolated people who are not 
familiar with, or are not confident, travelling by bus in Southend. 

The event included:
A bus trip with a talk on available facilities, e.g. how to store a walking frame and practical ways to get on,  
off and move round a bus;
How to find out how to travel by bus using a computer and without a computer;
How to organise a bus buddy for a future journey;
Available ticket options and concessionary fares; and 
Bus stops and real-time passenger information systems.

Conclusions
It had been hoped that the "Try a Bus" event would attract a significant number of local, older people. Despite 
promoting the event widely, take-up was relatively modest. All attendees who completed the feedback forms 
said they would recommend the training to other people. The issue is how to reach isolated and inactive people 
and provide the relevant training to help prevent premature deaths caused by inactivity.
At the Open Day event in Brussels, we found that the issue of reaching isolated and inactive people was 
commonly experienced in other countries despite being in contact with the relevant organisations. A way 
needs to be found to make direct contact with the people who need support.

Date and venue 
16 September 2015
Southend on Sea

Type of the event:
Training Event

Organiser: 
Strategic Transport Policy/Ideas 
in Motion Team, Southend on 
Sea Borough Council Borough 
Council (SBC)

Chair: 
Paul Mathieson, Group 
Manager Major Projects and 
Strategic Transport Planning, SBC

Speakers:
Ashley Dalton, Ideas in Motion 
Community and External 
Funding Manager, SBC
Peter Swanwick, Road Safety 
Officer, SBC,
Sue Goss, Senior Transport 
Planner, Strategic Transport 
Policy, SBC
Tracey Bradley, Turning Tides, 
Southend Association  
of Voluntary Services
Tracey Williams, Operations 
Manager (Southend), Arriva

More information: 
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/
status/638985315009589248 

https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/
status/643382498005807104 

https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/
status/644103476063141888

Try a Bus
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https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/638985315009589248
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/638985315009589248
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/643382498005807104
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/643382498005807104
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/644103476063141888
https://twitter.com/IiMSouthend/status/644103476063141888

