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Green Mobility at 
a premium for all 
communities

The new IRE 
member Ljubljana 
was awarded with the 
title of the European Green 
Capital 2016 for its efforts 
on sustainability and green mobility. 
A wide range of best-practices
were discussed at the IRE expert
conference in Trieste.

Expert Conference in Trieste, Italy
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I believe, Ljubljana is the most beautiful city in the World. It is a modern city respecting 
thousands of years of history and living in harmony with it. It is a green, clean, safe and 
friendly environment in which everyone feels comfortable. 

In sustainability plan »Vision 2025«,we committed to sustainable development, which we 
enthusiastically follow in all areas. Special attention is devoted to environmentally friendly 
mobility. Title »European Green Capital 2016«, is the result of our successful work so far and 
a reflection of our vision. 

I am proud, that we have made a big step forward in direction of green mobility. Throughout 
we encourage mobility with less pollution, resulting that citizens walk more, ride bicycles 
and use public transport. We are systematically updating public transportation fleet. When 
purchasing company cars we choose those, that are less burdensome for environment. In 
2011 we opened the first CNG filling station for cars running on methane in Slovenia.

In last 8 years we have gradually eliminated motor traffic from city centre and expanded 
areas for pedestrians and cyclists. Among latter, the self service bicycle rental system-Bici-
kelj is extremly popular. We have acquired a number of new public spaces which are libera-
ted from motor traffic and are now full of life and diverse events.

In Ljubljana we always perform numerous activities to enable pleasant living! 

Zoran Janković
Mayor of Ljubljana
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Ljubljana’s efforts in the 
field of Green Mobility
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Green Mobility Conference in Trieste, Italy:

One car sharing vehicle 
replaces 17 private cars

The City of Trieste is the most European of all Italian cities due to its deeply rooted history and its 
strong cooperation with Austria and the Western Balkans, explained the Mayor of Trieste Mr. Ro-
berto Cosolini during the Welcome session at the “Green Mobility” Conference. The region has al-
ways cooperated strongly with its neighbours in economic, geopolitical and institutional matters. 
Regarding its special geographical location, not only are road and railway traffic important modes 
of transportation but also by sea.

The City of Trieste is the most European of all Italian cities 
due to its deeply rooted history and its strong cooperation 
with Austria and the Western Balkans, explained the Mayor of 
Trieste Roberto Cosolini during the Welcome session at the 
“Green Mobility” Conference. The region has always coopera-
ted strongly with its neighbours in economic, geopolitical and 
institutional matters. Regarding its special geographical loca-
tion, not only are road and railway traffic important modes of 
transportation but also by sea.

The 4*conference on the topic of “Smart cities and Green Mo-
bility” took place in Trieste on the 20th of March 2015. Deputy 
Chairman of the IRE Stefan Eder welcomed the 90 participants 
in the City Hall of Trieste. The conference focused on analyzing 
the current traffic situation of European cities with historical 
centres. European cities and regions presented best-practice 
examples, knowledge from innovative traffic programs, tech-
nological solutions and offered incentive for new activities, 
partnerships and projects. 

Deputy Mayor for Mobility and Traffic, Urban Planning, Elena 
Marchigiani described the current situation in Trieste. The 
total number of daily displacements exceeds 420.000 units: 
47% by car, 20% by public transport, 13% by motorcycle and 
20% by walking and cycling. Trieste streets are particularly 
narrow with most people traveling by car and many by mo-
torcycle. Marchigiani also pointed out that the economic 
crisis has had an influence on mobility projects. Less money 
has been made available for mobility projects, which makes 
it difficult to make significant changes in the spatial layout of 

the city´s infrastructure.

Nevertheless, some new projects will still be launched in the 
future. A new cycle route along the coast and a new bike sha-
ring system in the city centre are planned to create a new ur-
ban boulevard. The use of electric cars is being promoted by 
placing recharging stations and free parking lots in the centre 
of Trieste.

Antonio Privitera, Transport and mobility consultant at Lem 
Reply in Rome, illustrated the bigger picture and Italy´s spe-
cial traffic approach. The Italian government has so far imple-
mented limited traffic zones to protect historical city centres 
from traffic and CO2 emissions. The limited access into the city 
centre promotes alternative ways of travel, e.g. electrical cars. 
And it works: Car sharing services in some places have expe-
rienced an increase by 1450% in just two years (from 22,500 
to > 350,000 users, 2012-2014). This shows that just one car-
sharing car replaces 17 private cars in Italy.

The latest member to the EU, Croatia, has also launched a stra-
tegy of electronic transport development for the next 16 years 
with priorities being railway, air transport and roads, explained 
Mario Ferić, advisor to the Minister of Economy of Croatia. 
Transportation in Zagreb will become especially “smarter” due 
to the fact that 20% of the population lives in the capital. To 
achieve this goal subsidies for electronic vehicles and hybrid 
cars as well as electrification of the public transportation will 
be implemented.

In Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, which is only 94 km di-

https://www.facebook.com/institut.ire
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stance from Trieste, was awarded the European Green Capital 
2016 for its efforts. Deputy Mayor Janez Koželj stated that the 
majority of projects is still experimental but the city has chan-
ged the geography of traffic in order to be more accessible for 
bikes and pedestrians. The roads to the centre were reduced, 
eight bridges were built in eight years, the riverbanks were 
extended, raft stops were built for public water transportation 
and the bicycle culture is growing. The main strategic goal is to 
increase walking by 20%, cycling by 40%, public transport by 
50% and in the same time reducing car traffic by 20%.

The concept of a Green and Smart city is still new to most of 
us and we are standing at the beginning, admitted Cristian 
Macedonschi, City Councillor of Braşov, Romania. Cities like 
Oslo, Stockholm, Amsterdam and Vienna have already mana-
ged to develop ideas that the rest of Europe will learn from. 
Transforming Braşov into a smart city and increasing the qua-
lity of life makes the city more attractive and citizens’ safer. An 
important aspect of this transformation is to involve citizens 
and keep them informed. 

Urban transport and mobility is a long lasting policy for the 
European Union. The European Commission works  on a new 
culture for urban mobility, which was presented by Måns Lind-
berg, a policy officer from the EU Commission’s DG Innovative 
and sustainable mobility. The target of the white paper „Road-
map to a Single European Transport Area – Towards a competi-
tive and resource efficient transport system“ (COM/2011/0144) 
is to reduce CO2 emission by 60% by 2050. Two specifically ‚ur-
ban‘ goals are, to phase out conventionally fuelled cars in cities 
by 2050 – half their use by 2030, and secondly, move towards 
´zero emissions´ in major urban centre’s by 2030. In order to 
establish a competitive and resource-efficient urban mobility, 
the measures need to be implemented in a cost-effective way. 
To ensure a coherent development of the approach, coordina-
ted action is needed at the national, regional and local levels. 
The Commission presents a concept for Sustainable Urban Mo-
bility Plans, which is steeped in experiences and expertise from 
across the EU – to be adapted to specific circumstances and 
to coordinate EU cooperation on developing concepts, tools 
and providing for the one-stop-shop principle. The focus lies 
on clean power and an electrification of transport, hence, fully 
integrated policies on electricity.

Current trends in energy consumption and the challenges re-
garding the White Paper on Transport were presented by Pro-
fessor Dobrica Milovanović from the University of Kraguje-
vac, Serbia. On the one hand, the Commission plans to reduce 
energy consumption, in particular to reduce dramatically the 
use of fossil fuels. But on the other hand, the global energy de-
mand has increased a lot in recent decades, due to population 
growth, urbanization, economic growth and demands for bet-
ter living standard. Considering the challenges of climate chan-
ge and limited oil resources, it is essential to establish appropri-
ate measures for sustainable urban transport systems. Energy 
efficient transport is a precondition for a competitive economy. 
It also brings social and ecological benefits and helps to provi-
de better energy security, reduces costs for energy, congestion, 

F.l.: Mario Ferić (Ministry of Economy, HR) , Alberto Cozzi 
(CEI), Elena Marchigiani (Citta di Trieste, IT), Stefan Eder 
(Benn Ibler RA GmbH and IRE Deputy Chairman) and 
Janez Koželj (City of Ljubljana, SI) at the Press Conference 
in Trieste.

Opening panel Trieste, from left: Sabrina Strolego (Hono-
rary Consul of Austria in Trieste), Roberto Cosolini (Mayor 
of Trieste), Stefan Eder (IRE Deputy Chairman), Helmut 
Falschlehner (IRE Board Member), Alberto Cozzi (CEI) and 
Sven-Christian Weber (Advantage Austria, Padova, IT).

www

noise, air pollution and accident risk. Technological changes, 
better organization and behavioural changes are needed; the-
refore, Professor Milovanovic suggested car-free days, which 
is already common in major cities around the world.

The Central European Initiative (CEI) has initiated several regi-
onal projects regarding green mobility. Alberto Cozzi, project 
manager at CEI, presented the CEI´s oriented approaches to 
regional cooperation on this matter, with the goal to improve 
accessibility in CEI countries and beyond. The CEI is a forum of 
regional cooperation in Central, Eastern and South Eastern Eu-
rope formed in 1989 and has 18 member states. Cozzi presen-
ted the ADRIA-A project, a railway project that points out the 
missing links in order to establish a cross-border light railway 
system, such as between Italy and Slovenia (Nova Gorica/Vrto-
jba/Gorizia/Nova-Gorica/Sežana/Trieste-Koper/Opicina-Diva).

The overall challenge is to achieve a high quality of life in ci-
ties with an increasing population and increasing mobility 

FOCUS
Conference in Trieste



www

FOCUS
Conference 

in Brčko

6 newsregion 36 / april15 7newsregion 36 / april15

SALZBURGERLAND.COM          

Your front-row seat demand. Every city has a unique infra-
structure but the objectives are the same. 
Hence, excellent communication between 
European cities and sharing best-practice 
examples is needed for successful imple-
mentation. City planners and citizens need 
to be open for a new understanding for a 
sustainable urban culture.

Following the “Smart City” conferences in 
Tübingen (Germany), Vienna (Austria) and 
Wrocław (Poland), the Institute of the Re-
gions of Europe continued the series of 
conferences on Urban Transport and Futu-
re Mobility in Italy, in cooperation with the 
City of Trieste, the Central European Initia-
tive (CEI), the Austrian Federal Ministry for 
European and International Affairs and the 
consulting company Lem Reply.

www
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IRE awarded with „Danube Flower 2014“
The IRE welcomed a delegation from Novi Sad, Serbia in 
December 2014. Novi Sad is the capital of the Autonomous 
Province of Vojvodina (APV) and a long-time member of the 
IRE. The APV and the IRE cooperate closely and have discussed 
another event for this year during the meeting. The IRE Chair-
man Prof. Franz Schausberger, IRE Advisory Board member 
Bernd Petrisch, IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz and Vice-
President of the APV Government and Minister of Culture and 
Public Relations Slaviša Grujić talked about an event on May 
15, 2015 that will be held in Novi Sad on the topic of „Industrial 
Heritage in the Context of New Creative Space for Cultural and 
Economic Development”.

On this occasion, Vlado Markanović, Director of mediaINVENT, 
handed over the “Danube Flower Award 2014” of the Danube 
Business Forum to Franz Schausberger for the IRE´s involve-
ment and commitment in South-eastern Europe. The „Danube 
Flower“ is awarded to outstanding institutions and individuals 
who, through their work, dedication and creativity have contri-
buted to the development of the Danube Region, the Danube 
Strategy and the promotion of its values. The Statuette „Danu-
be Flower“ is the work of painter Milivoje Unković from Serbia 
(bottom picture on the right).

The objective of the Danube Business Forum is to provide a 
platform for institutional and corporate leaders to exchange 
views on emerging regional issues related to the EU Danube 
Strategy, utilize resources in the fields of energy, transport, agri-

business and IT, and discuss mutual investment opportunities. 
The forum aimed to encourage partnerships between compa-
nies, cities and regions to build prosperity and to improve the 
competitiveness of the Danube region. It was agreed that the 
IRE will become a partner of the next Danube Business Forum 
in 2015, which takes place on 15 and 16 September 2015.

The IRE was already awarded with the EUROPAN in 2011 by the 
European Forum Burgenland for its activities in the regions of 
Central and Eastern Europe. The European Forum Burgenland 
will aim to go beyond borders, create a marketplace of ideas 
and act as a Pannonian think-tank.

from left: Slaviša Grujić, Vlado Markanovic, Franz Schaus-
berger und Bernd Petrisch

The conference took place in the City Hall of Trieste, the “Palazzo del Municipio”. 
It was designed from 1872 to 1875 by the architect Giuseppe Bruni in Eclecti-
cism style. The facade is structured with closely lined up windows, arches and 
pilasters. The Palazzo was architecturally inspired by the Louvre in Paris and the 
Scuola Grande di San Rocco in Venice. Two bronze statues “Michele and Giaco-
mo” from the year 1517 strike the tower bell every hour.

The Palazzo del Municipio is situated at the Piazza dell’Unità d’Italia, the main 
square in Trieste, which is surrounded on three sides by neoclassical and baro-
que buildings.
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     Commissioner Johannes Hahn and Franz Schausberger discussed the EU-enlargement strategy:

Five years of intense preparation for the enlargement 
countries to meet the criteria for EU membership
Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlar-
gement Negotiations Johannes Hahn and Franz Schausber-
ger, rapporteur of the Committee of the Regions on the EU-
enlargement strategy, discussed the role of regions and local 
self-governments in the EU-enlargement process on 4 Decem-
ber 2014 in Brussels.

Hahn and Schausberger agreed on the necessity for a period 
of consolidation with no further enlargements taking place for 
5 years. Schausberger however, stressed that a standstill must 
be avoided. The period of 5 years must be understood as a pha-
se of intense preparation for the enlargement countries and 
adoption of respective policies required to meet the criteria for 
EU membership. Schausberger underlined that an appropriate 
manner of EU accession is necessary for those candidate and 
potential candidate countries, which fulfill the accession crite-
ria earlier, even within the consolidation period of 5 years.

Commissioner Hahn pointed out the relevance of a clear per-
spective on EU membership for the candidate and potential 
candidate countries as a key-stabilizing factor. The Commissi-
oner announced the launch of a new instrument for Pre-Ac-
cession Assistance, which makes €11.7 billion available for the 
time period 2014-2020 to support the enlargement countries 
in their preparation for accession as well as regional and cross-
border cooperation.

Both agreed that improvements are necessary with regard to 
the administrative capacities of candidate countries; in particu-
lar, in order to ensure adequate and successful implementation 
of EU policies, management and coordination of projects and 
programs facilitated by the EU and to increase the absorption 
capacity of the pre-accession funds. The public administration 
on all levels remain weak in most enlargement countries, with 
limited administrative capacity, high level of politicization and 
corruption as well as lack of transparency.

Hahn and Schausberger came to the conclusion that 
strengthening the functioning of democratic institutions as 
well as sound electoral processes and proper functioning of 
parliaments are necessary.  Furthermore, well-functioning regi-
onal assemblies and municipal councils including constructive 
and sustainable dialogues across the political spectrum are a 
basic requirement. More efforts have to be done to foster the 
involvement of the civil society.

Schausberger underlined the fundamental role of local and 
regional representatives in the enlargement process. The EU 
should encourage candidate countries to take further steps 
towards decentralisation and regionalisation. He pointed out 
the need for regionalisation and decentralisation efforts and 
reforms, encouraging the candidate countries to fully adapt 
and implement a comprehensive legal framework creating 
strong sub-national levels of government. A proper involve-
ment of the local and regional authorities of the candidate and 
potential candidate countries in the pre-accession process is 
absolutely indispensable.

From left: Parliament President of Land Salzburg Brigitta 
Pallauf, the new president of the Committee of the Regi-
ons Markku Markkula (Finland) and former President of 
Land Salzburg Franz Schausberger

from right: Francois Decoster (CIVEX-Chairman), Victor 
Tilea (CoR-Administrator), Franz Schausberger (Rappor-
teur of  CoR for EU-Enlargement Strategy), Zuzana Kliska 
(Expert).

Franz Schausberger 
Chairman of the Western 
Balkans Working Group 
of the Committee of the 

Regions
IRE-Chairman Franz Schausberger was elected member of 
the Committee of the Regions (CoR) in the inaugural session 
and Parliament President Brigitta Pallauf was elected substi-
tute member of the CoR. Schausberger will also act as Chair-
man of the Working Group on the Western Balkans, as well as 
Vice-President of the EPP in the Committee of the Regions.

In the next period (2015-2020) Parliament President Pallauf 
will be actively participating in the Commission for Social Po-
licy, Education, Employment and Culture (SEDEC). Schausber-
ger will remain to be a member of the Commission for Citizen-
ship, Governance, Institutional and External Affairs (CIVEX).

Strengthening decentralization helps candidates on 
the road to EU accession
The European Commission should concentrate more on the 
situation of regional and local self-government in the EU can-
didate and potential candidate countries in its future enlarge-
ment strategy reports and push for further decentralising re-
forms, suggests the opinion on Enlargement Strategy and Main 
Challenges 2014-2015 adopted by the European Committee of 
the Regions’ Commission for Citizenship, Governance, Instituti-
onal and External Affairs (CIVEX) on the 24th of February 2015.

Rapporteur of the opinion and IRE-Chairman, Franz Schaus-
berger, believes in the fundamental role of local and regional 
representatives in the enlargement process and his opinion 
encourages enlargement countries in their decentralisation 
and regionalisation efforts:

“I believe that respecting the principle of subsidiarity is crucial 
for successful enlargements. With the Commission proposing 
the so called period of consolidation, we need to make sure 
that the period of five years must not result in a standstill but is 
rather a phase of intense preparation and adoption of the poli-
cies required to meet the criteria for EU membership, including 
regionalisation and decentralisation efforts.”

The opinion emphasises the importance of a realistic prospect 
of EU membership for the candidate and potential candidate 
countries as a key stabilising factor. It also underlines a need 
to respect the principle of good neighbourly relations among 
EU Member States, candidate as well as pre-candidate or other 
countries, and in the role and importance of developing cross-
border and regional cooperation between these countries.

Schausberger also suggests deeper cooperation with the 
Council of Europe and in particular it’s Congress of Local and 

Regional Authorities, which systematically monitors compli-
ance with the European Charter of Local Self-Government. 
Finally, it welcomes the launch of the new Instrument for Pre-
Accession Assistance for the 2014-2020 period and underlines 
the potential threats to be tackled: weak public administration 
capacities, politicization, corruption and lack of transparency.

The opinion provides also a list of country-specific recommen-
dations towards Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Mace-
donia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina and 
Kosovo.
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Local Elections in Lower Austria 2015

The Austrian People´s Party prevails in 
municipal elections

The municipal elections in Lower Austria took place in 569 mu-
nicipalities in Lower Austria as well as in Wiener Neustadt on 25 
January 2015. Unlike other states, the mayor is elected by the 
Council and not by direct elections. The early election date was 
already a surprise, because so far elections always have taken 
place in March. The main argument for this was to keep the 
election campaign brief and cost-efficient.

The ÖVP (Austrian People‘s Party) got more than 50% of the 
votes in the municipal elections in Lower Austria. The SPÖ (So-
cial Democratic Party) lost 2.79 percentage points and after 70 
years, also lost the majority of seats in Wiener Neustadt. Bern-
hard Müller, who was head of the municipality for ten years, 
resigned immediately.

According to the results the ÖVP received 50.96 percent of the 
votes in 570 communities and 6,746 seats (plus 51). The Social 
Democratic Party now holds 30.94 percent and lost 263 seats. 
The Freedom Party (FPÖ) got 7.8 percent, with 201 new man-
dates and in total won 678 municipal councils. The Greens ac-
counted for 4.47 percent, which results in 307 municipal coun-
cils, 97 more than previously. The NEOS reached 0.89 percent 
and 36 mandates. 4.94 percent accounted for other lists.

Overall the turnout declined again in this year’s election. Less 
than two-thirds of the eligible voters cast their vote in January, 
with only 65.82 per cent of people going to the polls. In 2010, 
71.60 percent voted in the municipal elections.  

source: APA, ORF, vienna.at, photo: http://www.wn24.at/chronik/
neues-logo-fuer-wiener-neustadt-6415.html

Local Elections in Carinthia 2015

Austrian Socialist Party SPÖ wins communal 
elections in Carinthia

On the 1st of March 2015, elections for municipal councillors 
and mayors took place in 132 Carinthian communities. More 
than 464,300 people were entitled to vote and 2,500 mandates 
were made available. 

The Austrian Socialist Party SPÖ won the election extending 
its lead with 40.32% of the votes, representing an increase 
of 3.58% compared to 2009. The Austrian People’s Party ÖVP 
achieved 22.51% (2009: 20.41%), the Austrian Freedom Party 
FPÖ reached 17.96% (in 2009 taking part as the BZÖ – Alliance 
for the Future of Austria – it achieved 30.94%). The Green Party 
ran for election in 44 of the 132 communities and achieved a 
total of 5.59%, compared to 3.3% in 2009. Minor parties gained 
13.71% of the votes (6.58% in 2009). The NEOS (New Austria) 
contested in 7 communities and managed to enter the mu-
nicipal councils in Klagenfurt, Villach, Spittal, Wolfsberg and 
Krumpendorf.

The case for the FPÖ is difficult: Back in 2009, many candidates 
ran for the BZÖ, even though the FPÖ existed and since then, 
several candidates have changed back from the orange party 
BZÖ to the blue party FPÖ. This year, the BZÖ stood for elec-
tion in only five communities and many BZÖ mayors ran for 
the FPÖ this time. The state election board will therefore not 
provide official comparison results.

In Villach, SPÖ candidate Günther Albel achieved an extensi-
on of his mandate without a final ballot and the SPÖ even ma-
naged to win back the absolute majority in the town senate, 
which they lost previously in 2009.

The Slovenian Einheitsliste/Enotna lista (EL) party, which runs 
with varying party names in the mixed-language area, ma-
naged to hold their only mayor position in Bad Eisenkappel/
Železna Kapla. Franz Josef Smrtnik won the first election 
round with 52.8%. The EL doubled their number of mandates 

Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u

City Council Election in Hamburg

Olaf Scholz (SPD) succeeds in Hamburg City 
Council Elections

The candidate for the Social Democratic Party (SPD) Olaf 
Scholz won the elections on 15 February 2015 in Hamburg 
and remains mayor of Hamburg, even though the SPD lost out 
on the absolute majority. For the first time, six parties entered 
the Hamburg City Council. The SPD received 45.7% of the 
votes, around 3 % less than in the last City Council Elections 
(48.8%), but the party has managed to decidedly win all of the 
17 electoral constituencies. According to election researchers, 
the SPD owes their election victory mostly to Olaf Scholz’ per-
sonality, the high economic competence and business experti-
se of their national party association.

However, the SPD needs a coalition partner. Scholz had alrea-
dy announced before the elections that he intends to form a 
coalition with the Green Party. The Green Party reached 12.2% 
in this election, compared to 11.2% in 2011 and is therefore 
ranked third. The loser of the election is Hamburg’s CDU (Chri-
stian Democratic Union) with their leading candidate Dietrich 
Wersich. They had to accept a 20% loss of votes. The CDU was 
mostly successful in the electoral constituency of Alstertal with 
29.6% and achieved the worst result in Altona with only 13.7%. 
In total, the CDU dropped to 16%, thereby undercutting their 
negative result of 21.9% in 2011. Die Linke (German Left Party) 
was able to gain 2.1% more votes than 2011. The FDP (Free De-
mocratic Party) reached 7.4% and exceeded their 2011 result 
of 6.7%. Election researchers stated that this electoral success 
for the FDP was probably achieved thanks to the personality 

of the leading candidate Kadja Suding. The AfD (Alternative 
for Germany) managed to enter the government with a narrow 
result of 6.1%.

About 1.3 million citizens of Hamburg were called to vote on a 
new government for the next five years. Another first for the-
se elections was the allowance of 16 and 17-year-olds were to 
cast their votes. In the 2011 elections, voter turnout reached a 
historically low of 57.8%. This year’s voter participation again 
declined with a new all-time low of only 57%.

Sources:
Die Zeit: http://www.zeit.de/hamburg/politik-wirt-
schaft/2015-02/wahl-hamburg-scholz-spd-fdp-afd
WEB.de: http://web.de/magazine/politik/wahl-hamburg-gewin-
ner-verlierer-30448472
Die Welt: http://www.welt.de/regionales/hamburg/arti-
cle137439160/Hamburg-Wahl-2015-Die-Ergebnisse-der-Wahl-
kreise.html
Foto:http://www.haz.de/Nachrichten/Politik/Deutschland-Welt/
Der-Buergermeister-Olaf-Scholz-will-die-absolute-Mehrheit-in-
Hamburg

from 4 to 8, and lies just ahead of the SPÖ’s (35.9%) with 36.6%. 
The green party GESK with Štefan Merkač lost their mandate 
in the municipal council.

The vice-mayor Maria Luise Mathiaschitz (SPÖ) is Klagenfurt‘s 
first female mayor. She ran for the mayor’s office in a run-off 
election on 15 March 2015 against the incumbent mayor Chri-
stian Scheider (FPÖ). Mathiaschitz won back the office for the 
Austrian Socialist Party in Klagenfurt after 42 years. She was 
the favourite candidate from the beginning and won 53.31 
percent of the votes. In total 41,745 votes were cast.

Mathiaschitz declared that she will form a coalition with the 
ÖVP and the Green Party to secure a stable majority. Mathi-
aschitz excluded a possible coalition with the FPÖ from the 
very beginning.

The voter turnout fell to 71%, compared to 80.92% in 2009.

 

Preliminary election results in % (compared to 2009)

SPÖ ÖVP FPÖ Grüne Sonst.

40.23 22.51 17.96 5.59 13.7

+3.58 +2.1 -12.98 + 2.3 +7.1

Source: Kleinezeitung.at, orf.at
Photo © Markus Traussnig
Source: orf.at
Photo: SPÖ Klagenfurt

The SPÖ lost the 
second largest 
city of Lower 
Austria Wiener 
Neustadt to 
Klaus 
Schneeberger 
from the 
ÖVP (r.).

Olaf Scholz, 
Mayor of Hamburg

Maria Luise 
Mathiaschitz, 
Mayor of Klagenfurt
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Municipal elections in Vorarlberg

Three votes prevent a runoff in Bregenz

On 15 March 2015, City Council elections and mayoral elections 
took place in 96 towns and cities across Vorarlberg. Markus Lin-
hart (ÖVP) remains in office in the state capital Bregenz by a 
margin of three votes, whereas in Hohenems, FPÖ state leader 
Dieter Egger went into a runoff with Richard Amann (ÖVP). 
Dieter Egger has achieved 45.3 percent in the first round of 
elections, while Richard Amann (ÖVP) received only 35.0 per-
cent. In the second round on the 29th of March 2015 the in-
cumbent Richard Amann gained 50.83 percent of the votes, 
his opponent Dieter Egger received 
49.17 percent. For Egger, this means 
that he will continue as chairman of 
the FPÖ in the state parliament and 
as party leader. Egger also wants to 
get more involved in the municipal 
activities as vice mayor.

Markus Linhart (ÖVP) defended his 
position in Bregenz with 50.02 percent and no runoff was nee-
ded. The results were surprising because before the election 
a runoff seemed very probable. Linhart had to compete with 
state leader Michael Ritsch, Deputy Mayor Sandra Schoch 
(Green Party) and Andrea Kinz (FPÖ).

In Bludenz, incumbent Joseph Katzenmayer (ÖVP) received 
only 42.21 percent of the votes in the first round. This elec-
tion result was a significant drop for Katzenmayer compared 
to 2010, when he won more than 57 percent of the votes. 
Katzenmayer´s challenger is SPÖ candidate Mario Leiter, 
who achieved 40.12 percent. 

The run-off two weeks later resulted in a close run: Mario Lei-
ter lost to the Mayor Joseph Katzenmayer (ÖVP) with only 
27 fewer votes. Katzenmayer gained 50.21 percent and Leiter 
49.79 percent of the votes, the turnout was 63.75 percent. The 
SPÖ, however, questions the result of the run-off, as the ÖVP 
had delivered voting cards to citizens, even though it was not 
authorized to do so. Therefore, Leiter and the SPÖ think about 
challenging the election result.

In Dornbirn, the largest city in the state, the former State Mini-
ster and Mayor Andrea Kaufmann (ÖVP) has been the favou-
rite candidate achieving 51.2 percent of the votes in the first 
run, no run off was needed.

Four out of 18 female direct candidates were elected for the 
mayor‘s office. A trend can be found here, as no woman had 
succeeded to win the municipal elections in 2010.  

In total, the ÖVP reached 37.41 percent of the votes (2010: 
44,63) in the City Council elections, losing 7.22 percentage 
points. Votes for the Freedom Party (14.05 percent; 2010: 
11.3) and the Green Party (11.32 percent; 2010: 7.32) increa-
sed, whereas the Social Democratic Party (9.83 percent; 2010: 
10,75) experienced a small drop of votes. The overall turnout 
was 58.56 percent (2010: 62,63).

Sixty of the 96 mayors in Vorarlberg were voted by direct elec-
tion. In other municipalities the local council elects the mayor 
in the inaugural meeting. Most of these meetings will be held 
in the next two weeks. So far, two mayors in Vorarlberg are of 
the FPÖ, another two of the SPÖ and most of the rest is of the 
ÖVP.

Source: APA, SN and ORF,   Photo: hohenems.at 

 Richard Amann

Municipal elections in Saxony-Anhalt, 
Germany

Incumbents prevail in elections

Citizens of the German state of Saxony-Anhalt have elected 
new mayors on 15 March 2015. In the end many incumbents 
won the elections. 

In Aschersleben the independent Lord Mayor Andreas Mi-
chelmann has won the election by a large majority against his 
competitor Ralf Klar (CDU). 75 percent of the citizens voted for 
Michelmann, and the voter turnout in Aschersleben was 33.3 
percent. He also had the support of the Left Party and the SPD. 
Michelmann has held the mayor’s office for 21 years now and 
is one of the longest-serving local politicians in Saxony-Anhalt.

In Merseburg, the incumbent mayor Jens Bühligen (CDU) 
won the elections by a wide margin over the independent can-
didate Daniel Fleischhauer. Jens Bühligen got 68.75 percent 
of the votes and Daniel Fleischhauer only 31.25 percent. The 
turnout in Merseburg was only 24.6 percent.

In Magdeburg, the state capital of Saxony-Anhalt, Mayor Lutz 
Trümper (SPD) secured his office for another seven years. He 
won the absolute majority of the votes in the first run, recei-
ving 69.2 percent of the votes. Edwina Koch-Kupfer (CDU) 
followed Trümper with 10 percent and by Frank Theile (Left 
Party) with 9 percent. Trümper has been in charge since 2001 
and has won all his elections in the first run. The turnout was at 
35.5 percent, just as low as in 2008. 

Source: mdr.de/ fulda.de
Photo: Jens Wolf

Lutz Trümper, 
Mayor of Magdeburg

In cooperation with the University of 
Novi Sad, the European Affairs Fund 
of AP Vojvodina enrolled the first 
generation of trainees of the Pro-
gramme “Management of Regional 
Development through EU Funds” at 
the beginning of February 2015. 

Given that each year the EU allocates significant funds for the 
implementation of projects at national, regional and local le-
vel in the EU and countries in the pre-accession process, the 
Programme aims at information dissemination on EU policies 
and trainees’ preparation for the development and implemen-
tation of EU projects. The target groups are employees of local 
self-government units, provincial administration, development 
agencies, public utility enterprises, educational and cultural in-
stitutions, civil society organisations, small and medium-sized 
enterprises, universities, research institutes and other institu-
tions that may be beneficiaries of EU funds. The curriculum in-
cludes 4 obligatory modules (EU Law and Policies, Regional De-
velopment Policies and the EU, EU Project Development and 
Implementation, Resource and Project Cycle Management) 
and 2 optional modules (Capacity Development and Networ-
king and EU Development Programmes) with a total number 
of 19 teaching disciplines, approximately 325 lessons of active 
teaching and 135 lessons of mentoring per participant. The im-
plementation of the Programme involves the engagement of 
renowned professors and experts having extensive knowledge 
and experience in the areas covered by the Programme. The 
funding for the Programme has been provided by the Auto-
nomous Province of Vojvodina.     

Programme 
“Management 

of Regional 
Development 

through EU Funds“

Prof. Radmila 
Marinković-Nedučin PhD

Full Professor, Faculty of Technical 
Sciences, University of Novi Sad

President of Programme Council

“The Programme ‘Management of Regio-
nal Development through EU Funds’, which 
is jointly implemented by the European 
Affairs Fund of the Autonomous Province 

Biljana Juribašić
Assistant Provincial Secretary for 

Science and Technological Development

“The Programme is well conceived and it 
will be to my advantage in my daily work to 
a great extent. Given the scope of work and 
activities of the Provincial Secretariat for 
Science and Technological Development, I 
am well aware of the importance and op-
portunities for international cooperation, mostly with the EU in-
stitutions. My motive for applying was the need to gain an ove-
rall knowledge, i.e. an insight into the functioning of the whole 
EU system, so that I could apply this knowledge in my daily work 
with researchers and scientific institutions. I am overwhelmed by 
the choice of the lecturers, and I don’t know whom I could single 
out. However, I need to mention Prof. Vesna Crnojević Bengin, 
Prof. Vig and Prof. Etinski. The Programme is demanding becau-
se it takes place on Fridays and Saturdays, but the benefits of the 
knowledge I will without doubt gain are much greater. The orga-
nisers have done a commendable job!’’

of Vojvodina and University of Novi Sad, is an example of qua-
lity and modern lifelong learning programme in terms of the 
selection of problem area interesting for a wider range of be-
neficiaries, comprehensiveness of conceived content, compe-
tency of engaged lecturers and modern methodology of work. 
The acquisition of knowledge of the opportunities offered by EU 
programmes to enhance regional development is of vital im-
portance for the development of competent teaching staff in the 
government and non-governmental sector, various institutions 
and economy, which has been proven by the interest of a greater 
number of candidates than the Programme allows. Involving six 
complementary modules that are implemented in a semester, 
engaging lecturers from a wider range of institutions who have 
considerable experience in this field, the Programme has com-
bined the necessary theoretical basis about the EU and acquisi-
on of know-how and skills in the development of competitive EU 
projects, thus offering professional knowledge for the optimum 
use of different EU programmes and support funds. The interac-
tive work methodology provides for the trainees’ active partici-
pation in the implementation of the planned programme and 
its permanent adaptation to their interest, and the participants 
are equipped with accompanying material serving as necessa-
ry literature for further implementation of acquired knowledge. 
Continuous monitoring of the programme implementation by 
the Programme coordinators and Programme Council, with a 
constant insight into the participants’ opinion, has contributed 
to its successful implementation, and at the same time confir-
ming the future potential of the Programme”.

“
www.vojvodinahouse.eu



14 newsregion 36 / april15 15newsregion 36 / april15

Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u u   Regional elections   u u
Municipal elections in Styria

The two major parties lose support

It was a test run for the ruling parties, SPÖ (Social-democratic 
Party) and ÖVP (Austrian People´s Party) from Styria - and the 
results show losses in favour of the FPÖ (Freedom Party) and 
other minor parties at the municipal elections in Styria on the 
22nd of March 2015.

There was no absolute majority in Bruck.

The Freedom Party gained votes almost everywhere, while the 
SPÖ has experienced significant losses and the ÖVP managed 
to lose fewer votes than predicted. The minus for the Social-
democrats was particularly visible in Upper Styria: In the indus-
trial city of Bruck / Mur - now merged with Oberaich – the SPÖ 
lost the absolute majority from about 54 to now 43.88 percent. 
Also, the Freedom Party with 22.1 percent now forms the se-
cond-strongest party, even ahead of the ÖVP (18.26 percent).

In the Upper-styrian industry Mürzzuschlag (merged with the 
small Ganz) the SPÖ and the ÖVP each lost more than eight 
percentage points. The SPÖ remains strongest with 42.3 per-
cent of votes, while the FPÖ gained 30.5 percent, which is an 
impressive growth of 16 percentage points and leaves the ÖVP 
in third place with 10.1 percent. The communist party also 
made it into the council with three seats and the Greens with 
one seat.

In Steinhaus am Semmering, the prior debate about a refugee 
centre did not help the FPÖ to gain more votes. Despite losses 
the SPÖ remains the strongest force, the ÖVP lost slightly, the 
Freedom Party could not win more votes and again gets two 
mandates.

In Bad Aussee there has been a change of power: the SPÖ lost 
17.31 percentage points and six mandates. The ÖVP gained 
17.26 percentage points and forms the absolute majority with 
a total of 56.96 percent and twelve mandates. The Greens won 
two seats with 13.21 percent. The FPÖ, who had won nine per-
cent in 2010, did not stand for election this year.

The ÖVP and SPÖ experienced heavy losses in the south and 
west of Styria. In the merged community Leutschach an der 
Weinstraße, the FPÖ picked up the losses of the ÖVP and SPÖ. 
The ruling two-thirds majority of the SPÖ in Tillmitsch lost 10 
of their 14 seats, because of internal arguments. The FPÖ, the 
civil list, the Greens and the ÖVP have benefited from this si-
tuation. 

The turnout was at 90 percent, especially in small communities 
like Eichkögl in the south east of Steiermark. In big cities like 

Regional elections in Andalusia

The end of the two-party system in Spain

The new parties “Podemos” and “Ciudadanos” achieved strong 
results in the Spanish regional elections in Andalusia on 22 
March 2015. The Conservatives and Socialists have reason to 
worry about their longstanding supremacy. Even so, Spain‘s 
Social-democratic party (PSOE) managed to win the regio-
nal elections. The vote from the most populous region in the 
country was the first to test the mood for this election year. 
Increasingly interesting election results are expected this year 
following the surprisingly good development of the protest 
parties “Podemos” and “Ciudadanos”. They came in 3rd and 
4th position and are starting to shake up the political scene in 
Spain.

Local and regional elections in 13 of the 17 autonomies and 
general elections take place this year in Spain. It is expected 
that “Podemos” and “Ciudadanos” will weaken the previously 
dominant major parties, namely the PSOE and the Conserva-
tive People‘s Party (PP).

Andalusia is still ticking differently: the victory of the PSOE was 
not a big surprise. They received 47 of the 109 seats in the regi-
onal parliament in Seville. They have governed for more than 
30 years in Andalusia and it is their last bastion of support. 
The election victory in Andalusia, though, does not say much 
about its strength or popularity at the national level, experts 
say.

The PSOE has had 33 years of uninterrupted power, even 
though leading party members are currently involved in a ma-
jor corruption scandal. This has not caused any harm to the re-
elected head of government Susana Díaz.

The regional elections in Andalusia give an insight to how diffi-
cult the following elections will be for the ruling Conservative 
Party (PP) of Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. The Conservatives 
slid from 50 to 33 parliamentary seats in Andalusia.

People who voted for the conservatives in the last local elec-
tions of 2012, however, did not vote for the socialists instead. 
The socialists received as many votes as in 2012. The conser-
vatives have lost ground to Spain‘s new protest parties, the 
left “Podemos” (We can) and the Social-Liberal Party of “Ci-
udadanos” (citizens). Immediately upon their first appearance 
“Podemos” became the third strongest party with 15 seats in 
the Andalusian parliament. “Ciudadanos” won nine seats and 
banished the traditional third largest party formation in Spain, 
the United Left, to fifth place.

Experts presume that Díaz organized the regional elections 
one-year prior to the actual election date in order to avoid the 

Bruck / Mur the turnout dropped from 66,86 percent to 62.78. 
The average turnout lies between 75 to 85 percent.

A total of 286 municipality councils were elected - last time 
542 councils were up for elections, but many communities and 
villages have been merged since then. All politicians tried to 
make it clear that the elections touch regional politics and thus 
the “local government reforms” were not part of the municipal 
elections but will be a topic on the 31st of May, when the regi-
onal parliament is elected.

Source: Kurier.at

increasing popularity of ”Podemos” and secure another term 
in government. The Spanish general elections take place in 
more than half a year, but a lot can happen politically in the 
meantime. The elections in Andalusia have shown that the new 
forces are able to gather a lot of people behind them - and are 
anything but political one-day-wonders.

Source: News.at, Welt.de
Photo: REUTERS

Re-elected head 
of government 
Susana Díaz

Départments Elections in France

Important Indicator for Presidential Elections 
in France

The conservative party of ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy clear-
ly won both elections rounds on the 22nd and the 29th of March 
2015 and became the strongest force in the French départ-
ments. Although the extreme right National Front (FN) scored 
its best result historically, it remained below its own expecta-
tions and did not manage to win a départment. The ruling So-
cialist Party (PS) with its left alliance came in second place. The 
elections of the „département councils“ are seen as a key test 
for the presidential election in 2017.

Sarkozy had exacerbated the tone against immigrants and 
Muslims in the final phase of the campaign and it seemed that 
local issues played a minor role in the campaigns of all parties. 
Government and opposition tried to score with basic issues 

and mobilize their supporters. The Party of President Francois 
Hollande failed to enter the run-offs in many electoral districts. 

The conservative party will be in charge in around two-thirds 
of the local authorities. The results show that the conservative 
opposition got a majority of votes in 67 of the 101 depart-
ments. The Socialists have only won 33 departments. The con-
servative alliance of UMP and the Centre Party UDI snatched 
28 departments from the Socialists. Symbolically particularly 
meaningful is the victory of the conservatives in the Depart-
ment of Correze, in which President Francois Hollande holds 
his constituency, as well as Essonne near Paris, the stronghold 
of Prime Minister Manuel Valls. For Sarkozy, the victory is par-
ticularly important. It is an open secret that Sarkozy, French 
president from 2007 to 2012, wants to win the presidential 
election in 2017.

In total, UMP and UDI came to around 29 percent, the FN to 25 
percent and the Socialists won 21 percent of the votes.

The socialists of President Holland were punished because 
many French blame him for the bad economy with persistently 
high unemployment, low growth and debt. The results have 
primarily a symbolic meaning, as the political influence of the 
councils in the departments is limited. But it was considered an 
important indicator. Around 40 million people in France were 
called to vote. The turnout was just above 50 percent in the first 
run and 49.99 percent in the second run.

For more information please see:
www.interieur.gouv.fr
www.service-public.fr

Source: ORF and courier
Source: süddeutsche.de

Strategic Partner 
of the IRE
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In addition to the increasing damage through natural catastro-
phes, the daily obstruction of 22.4 hectares soil (= average size 
of a farm) endanger the supply with regional food.

www.hagel.at

EVERY DAY A FARM IN AUSTRIA IS BEING OBSTRUCTED
FOOD SUPPLY ENDANGERED

2015

YEAR OF SOILS

Positive business environment

The Government of Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(further text: Brčko District) has been engaged in the project 
of construction of the Brčko Bypass in the length of 19 km. 
All the requirements of the European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development have been met by virtue of good coordina-
tion of the activities of all key actors in this project in terms of 
resolving property relations, adequate designing and commis-
sioning of construction of oversight services. This project has 
started in 2011 when the contract between the Brčko District 
of and the EBRD was signed. In that period the Government, 
District Assembly and Public Company “Roads of Brčko” im-
plemented all the procedures in 
accordance with the EBRD rules 
such as expropriation, human 
resettlement, development of 
the main and a series of other 
designs and providing construc-
tion permit. It has been foreseen 
that the works on construction 
of the Brčko Bypass, one of the 
major capital projects in the 
Brčko District, will start at the be-
ginning of the 2015 construction 
season when intensive works on 
this project are expected.

Another major activity in the Brčko District is continuation of 
construction of the Brčko District Police HQ building and its 
funding has been secured in the Budget along with EU grant of 
3.5 million Euro. Once this very important infrastructural facili-
ty becomes operational, full working capacity of the BD Police 
will be secured. Connecting or constructing of a new trans-
portation pipeline going from the water factory “Plazulje” to 
water tower “Vrankićka” is very important for the Brčko District. 
Also, works on “Channeling and treatment of wastewater in 
the Brčko District“ and „Revitalization of the Sava River wa-
terway“, which would give the Sava River an important role 
in the development and allow better economic effects, have 
been intensified. With the expert assistance of EU consultan-
ts the final feasibility study for construction of the McGovern 
Base business zone was presented last year. This is a quality 
conceptual solution which, highlighting the potential of the 
Brcko District‘s position, envisages construction of an indus-
trial zone. The industrial zone would consist of a complex of 
small and medium-sized enterprises as well as conference, ad-
ministrative and training centers, and it would jobs for at least 
2,000 to 2,500 workers.

Administrative and legal framework

Given that the Government of Brčko District has undertaken a 
number of activities in connection with the adoption of new 
and remedying shortcomings of the existing laws and bylaws, 
all with the goal of achieving more effective work of admini-
stration, all the bylaws that hinder or inhibit the realization 
of capital projects are sought to be revised. A special feature 
of the Brčko District is the ability to draw up its own laws. The 
District has its own legislative, executive and judicial authori-
ty and this enables the District to pass its laws which regulate 
the fields of economy and entrepreneurship. In this sense, the 
District is focused on creation of the administrative and legal 

framework with the aim of improving the 
level of capital investments. In this respect 
the analysis of the effects of implementati-
on of the Law on the Promotion of Economic 
Development in the Brčko District is one of 
the important activities. It provides sugge-
stions for improvement of the incentive 
mechanisms which will serve in creating a 
stimulating business environment. The 
Brčko District Government will carry out an 
analysis of the effects of the application of 
all the incentives and exemptions in the eco-
nomic area and propose solutions to impro-

ve them. The Government will also create other measures that 
will lead to sustainable economic development, as the creation 
of favorable business climate to attract domestic and foreign 
business investments is of the utmost importance for the eco-
nomic development of the District and creation of new jobs.

Full commitment to European integration

Furthermore, the Brčko District, as a multiethnic community, 
expresses its full commitment to European integration. This 
process requires a large commitment through implementati-
on of the European standards in our legal framework. It is also 
viewed as a great opportunity for the implementation of po-
licies that will allow multiple benefits to citizens. Harmoniza-
tion of the legal framework with future trends such as regional 
economic recovery solutions, focus on young people in the 
context of European mobility and future employment oppor-
tunities, creation of conditions for the use of creative potential 
such as investment in entrepreneurship – are the key to the 
integration process. The European integration process, which 
our community is dedicated to, is viewed as a tremendous 
opportunity to increase international investments that would 
contribute to recruitment of the Brčko District citizens and to 
our better and brighter future.

Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
Emphasis on investments for sustainable development
by Ilija Stojanovic, Brcko District, BiH 

Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina is strategically oriented to improve efficiency and effectiveness of current 
and future investments with main emphasis on sustainable development. As main strategic orientation, the Govern-
ment of Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina is undertaking necessary steps towards improvement of the level 
of investments through creating a positive business environment with goal to attract domestic and foreign investors. 
Moreover, the District Government has focused its efforts on facilitating implementation of investment projects in 
order to attain its strategic goals, attract more investments and achieve economic and employment growth.



18 newsregion 36 / april15 19newsregion 36 / april15

represented by Mayor Zoran Janković

The IRE welcomes another European capital in its network. 
Ljubljana is the capital of Slovenia and the country’s historical, 
economic, political, cultural, scientific and administrative cen-
tre.

It intertwines the characteristics of a modern city with a relaxed 
atmosphere and provides a vibrant rhythm with its picturesque 
streets. The city of about 283.000 citizens is known best for four 
characteristics – it is green, clean, safe and friendly.

Ljubljana is a city of rich history of five thousand years which is 
successfully intertwined with the modern trends. We are proud 
of the oldest wooden wheel in the world, the remains of the 
Roman settlement Emona, the fairytale-like old city centre with 
a medieval castle, the Renaissance, Baroque and Art Noveau fa-
çades, and the romantic bridges over the Ljubljanica River. We 
have received the first European Prize for Urban Public Space 
in 2012 for the revitalization of the Ljubljanica 
embankments. The world renowned architect 
Jože Plečnik left behind a heritage in his home 
town in the first half of the 20th century, and 
the city‘s image was later formed by his stu-
dents and other renowned young architects 
of the „new wave“. The different faces of Ljubl-
jana are united in one urban image.

Experiencing the city centre is especially at-
tractive due to our efforts to improve the 
quality of life in recent years. The space was 
limited for traffic vehicles and the surface was 
rearranged into an elegant venue for various 
social, cultural and sporting events. Several 
new pedestrian zones, bridges, green surfaces 
and vast squares enable a friendlier life in the 
city. The city centre transportation is availa-
ble free of charge by three electric vehicles 
– Kavalirs (Cavaliers), and the exceptionally 
popular self-service bicycle renting system – 
BicikeLj.

We have received numerous international recognitions and 
awards for our sustainability projects, and our endeavours 

were crowned with the title of the European 
Green Capital 2016. The award is the highest 
recognition for a city to receive and a confir-
mation that our endeavours of sustainability 
are on the right path. Ljubljana is also the 
only city to receive the European Mobility 
Week Award twice, and the first capital in the 
European Union to join the Zero Waste Net-
work with a commitment to strengthening 
priorities in the area of waste management 
(prevention, reuse, recycle). We are proud to 
have quality potable water straight out of the 
tap in Ljubljana, and to be adorned with three 
quarters of green surface, while the Tivoli Park 
reaches out to the very city centre.

Ljubljana is developing with every generati-
on in mind and strengthens the mind-set of 
equality, co-existence and respect of diversi-
ty with its own examples. Ljubljana is a city 
friendly to everyone – children, elderly and 
persons with disabilities. We are a City Tailor-
Made for People with Disabilities and recipi-

ents of the bronze Access City Award 2015, which places us 
among the top European cities in the area of accessibility of 
people with disabilities.

Children and the youth is provided with quality training and 
education – almost 90 % of Ljubljana‘s residents are satisfied 
with the schools and other educational institutions as re-
searched by the European Union‘s Eurobarometer. These re-
sults place us first among the European Union capitals. 

We nurture the city‘s cultural offer with more than 10,000 
events per year, and Ljubljana was titled the UNESCO World 
Book Capital City in 2010. In tourism we are increasingly beco-
ming a recognisable destination on the world scale. Internatio-
nal organisations of promotion and acceleration of sustainable 
tourism are placing us among the top 100 most sustainable 
tourist destinations in the world. Which is appropriate for a city 
with „beloved“ („ljubljena“) in its name.

More information on Ljubljana is available at http://www.
ljubljana.si.

Slovenia‘s capital Ljubljana joins IRE network

u u u   New Members to the IRE Network   u u u   New Members to the IRE Network   u u u

University of Osijek, 
Croatia
 
represented by President Prof. Dr. Željko Turkalj

The history of higher educa-
tion Osijek began almost three 
centuries ago in 1707, when 
the first institution of high-
er education was founded. It 
was the Higher Theological 
School, which was opened in 
the academic years 1707/1708 
as Studium Philosophicum Es-
sekini, and included a three-
year course of studies in phi-
losophy. The significance of 
the first colleges in Osijek lies 
in their huge contribution to Croatian language and literature, 
the spreading of liberal-arts education, and the study of langu-
ages and classical literature. 

The recent history of higher education in the area began in 
1959 when the Zagreb Faculty of Economics, in accordance 
with the University of Zagreb, founded the Centre for part-time 
studies in Osijek as a branch of the Zagreb Faculty of Econo-
mics. The initiative for the founding of the University of Osijek 
dates back to 1975. On 26 March 1975, the Croatian Parliament 
(Sabor) passed the decision granting consent for establishing 
the University of Osijek. Prof. Dr. Željko Turkalj is the current 
president of the University.

The University was named after Joseph George Strossmayer, 
(Croatian: Josip Juraj), a bishop and theologian, politician and 
statesman. He was one of the most famous Croats in the world, 
known as a promoter of Croatian culture and the people‘s tri-
bune, whose entire life was devoted to advancing the welfare 
and progress of Croatian people.

Today the University of Osijek (official abbreviation: UNIOS) is 
developing into a modern European higher education insti-
tution. It acts as a regional centre of knowledge, research and 
excellence. UNIOS consists of 11 faculties, 5 University depart-
ments, 1 Academy of Arts. UNIOS organizes studies at under-
graduate, graduate and postgraduate level in the following 
fields: natural sciences, technical sciences, biomedicine and 
medicine, biotechnical sciences, social sciences, humanities 
and arts. There are also studies within interdisciplinary fields. 
All University studies are organized according to Bologna prin-
ciples and ECTS is fully implemented at all levels.

More Information on the University: http://www.unios.hr/
picture:http://www.ices.hr/

Mayor Zoran Janković 
has been successful in 
guiding the City of Ljubl-
jana for three consecu-
tive mandates, and has 
been ranked as one of 
the 25 best mayors in the 
world in 2012.

Tivat, Montenegro
 
represented by Mayor Ivan Novosel

The Institute of the Regions of 
Europe (IRE) expands its net-
work in the Western Blakans 
and is delighted to welcome 
the Montenegrin city of Tivat. 
Tivat is a coastal town in sou-
thwest Montenegro, located in 
the Bay of Kotor. As of 2011, its 
population was about 14,000. 
Tivat is the centre of Tivat Mu-
nicipality, which is the smallest 
municipality by area in Monte-
negro. Tivat covers an area of 
46km² and the open sea coast-
line is 5 km long. The Mayor of Tivat is Ivan Novosel, who was 
elected in May 2014.

The history of the Bay of Boka can be divided into four main 
periods: Illyrian, Roman-Byzantine, Serbian and Austrian. Ar-
chaeological remains from all of these periods as well as still 
existing monuments of ancient architecture and written histo-
rical documents are to be found on the coast of the Bay of Tivat.

In 1420 Venice conquered Kotor District as well as the peninsu-
la Lustica and Prevlaka. From the 15th century to the 18th cen-
tury there were constant fights between Venice and the Turks. 
Very important date in the history of the Bay of Boka was the 
fall of Venice in 1797. For the next twenty years the Bay of Boka 
was under different rulers until 1814 when the Austro-Hunga-
rian Empire took over. After WW I the region became part of 
Yugoslavia. Tivat as an urban settlement has began to develop 
since the end of the 19th century when a military port Arsenal 
was built. 

Today, Tivat is a modern city focusing on the developing tou-
rism.

For more information, please see: http://opstinativat.com/eng/
pictures: Radio Tivat, Wikipedia
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Several issues were in the focus of the talks between represen-
tatives of the Institute of the Regions of Europe (IRE) and the 
chairman of the Committee on European Affairs of the Bava-
rian state government (Maximilianeum), Franz Rieger, on 26th 
February 2015. The issues that were discussed were; asylum, 
the increasing influx of refugees, border security, chances and 
risks of TTIP, as well as issues concerning the future of regional 
parliaments in Europe. Prof. Franz Schausberger, chairman 
of the board, Hermann Steinmassl, former member of the Ba-
varian state government and member of the IRE board of tru-
stees, as well as IRE Secretary General Joachim Fritz represen-
ted the IRE.

Franz Rieger clarified that the European regulations already 
in place must not be point of discussion within the TTIP ne-
gotiations. The concerns of consumer protection in terms of 
the import of hormone-treated meat and genetically modified 
food are taken seriously and in this respect there must not be 
a change of quality.

Until recently, around 500 asylum seekers from Kosovo came to 
Bavaria on a daily basis. In the meantime, this number has been 
significantly reduced due to targeted measures like fast pro-
cedures, faster deportation, no welcome money, stricter con-
trols at the Hungarian-Serbian border, as well as an appeal of 
the government of Kosovo not to leave the country, explained 
Franz Rieger, chairman of the Committee for Federal and Eu-
ropean Affairs and Regional Affairs, member of the Committee 
for Constitutional, Legal and Parliamentary Issues and deputy 
member of the Committee of the Regions in Brussels.

Schausberger pointed out that the Bavarian state government 
is a member and partner of the IRE since July 2006 and spea-
kers from Munich are regularly taking part in IRE conferences. 
Franz Rieger invited Franz Schausberger to a lecture on the 
situation of decentralisation in Eastern and South-eastern Eu-
rope, which will take place in one of the following committee 
meetings in the Bavarian state government in Munich. The 
Bavarian state government plans a conference on “The future 

Asylum issues and the TTIP

from left: Joachim Fritz, Hermann Steinmaßl, Franz 
Schausberger, former Bavarian State Minister Erwin Huber

of regional governments” in Munich and will build on the IRE’s 
expertise in this field.

Cities and regions are important initiators for 
business
Moreover, the IRE delegation met the former Bavarian Minister 
of Finance Erwin Huber, now chairman of the Committee for 
Economy and Media, Infrastructure, Construction and Trans-
portation, Energy and Technology, in order to debate possibili-
ties of cooperation between Bayern International and the IRE. 
The IRE pointed out the significance of regions and cities as cu-
stomers for companies and as interesting locations for invest-
ments. Erwin Huber emphasised that the representatives of 
the Bavarian economy would be very interested in contacts to 
regions and cities in East and South-eastern Europe and would 
like to take advantage of the possibilities offered by numerous 
IRE events. The 11th IRE Conference on European Regions and 
Cities, which will take place in Salzburg from 27-28 September 
2015, is of particular interest for the delegations of the Bava-
rian economy.

The IRE is looking forward to further strengthening the existing 
cooperation with the Bavarian state government, the Free State 
of Bavaria and the Bavarian economy, declared Schausberger.

Two topics of a meeting between the chairman of the Bavarian Committee on 
European Affairs and the IRE

Chairman of 
the Com-
mittee on 
European 
Affairs of 
the Bavarian 
state govern-
ment Franz 
Rieger and 
Franz Schaus-
berger

IRE opens its new office
IRE Chairman Franz Schausberger, along with the two fellow 
board members Stefan Eder, Helmut Falschlehner and Se-
cretary General Joachim Fritz, welcomed guests to the office 
opening reception at the new location in Salzburg Nonntal on 
January 27th 2015. 

„In the past ten years we have successfully engaged in regi-
onal policy and development because we believe that local 
and regional authorities play an important role in Europe,“ 
said Schausberger in his speech. Schausberger founded the 
Institute in 2004. The main aim was to create a platform for 
municipalities, regions and enterprises from all over Europe, 
in order to point out the increasing importance of the regions 
and municipalities in European politics and for economic de-
velopment. With its activities and initiatives, the IRE supports 
decentralization, regionalization and provides expertise for 
strengthening respective processes.

Furthermore, Schausberger has been representing Land Salz-
burg at the Committee of the Regions in Brussels for 18 years 
now, and was recently appointed for another five years. The IRE 
focuses on Eastern and South-eastern Europe, „because the-
se regions need the expertise more urgently than we do“ as 
Schausberger stressed.

The big political decisions are made in Europe‘s capital ci-
ties, but it needs the support of the IRE to transfer the po-
litical know-how to the regional and local level and to the 
people. „Europe‘s regions benefit from best-practice examp-
les. They learn how others have already solved a problem,“ 

explained Schausberger.

Among the guests were: Abbot Nicholas Wagner, deputy 
governor of Land Salzburg Christian Stöckl, Member of the 
regional government Hans Mayr, the second parliament pre-
sident Gudrun Mosler-Törnström and vice-mayor of Salzburg 
Harald Preuner, former parliament director Karl Edtstadler, 
State Office Director Heinrich Christian Marckhgott, CEO of 
GROHAG Johannes Hörl, General Roland Ertl, political scien-
tist Herbert Dachs and landlord Theobald Seyffertitz.

The 10th anniversary celebration is planned to be in Vienna 
this year and the annual Conference of European Regions and 
Cities will be held in Salzburg. In recent years, the IRE has or-
ganized about 30 expert conferences, 52 Café d ‚Europe dis-
cussions with young Europeans and numerous other events. 
The IRE has also provided opportunities for around 180 young 
people from across Europe to do internships at their office.

F.l.: Hans Mayr, Gudrun Mosler-Törnström, Franz Schaus-
berger and Christian Stöckl. Helmut Falschlehner and 
APG-CEO Ulrike Baumgartner-Gabitzer

IRE  is sponsored 
by

From left to right first row: Gerhard Hirczi (Vienna Busi-
ness Agency), Renate Brauner (City of Vienna), Christine 
Moser (Austrian Cultural Forum) From left to right second 
row: Martin Bittner (Cisco), Robin Rumler (Pfizer), Stefan 
Eder (Benn-Ibler), Michael Friedl (Austrian Trade Com-
mission), Georg Heindl (Austrian Consul General), Joseph 
Brandt (ContourGlobal), Andreas Tschas (Pioneers), Ale-
xander Tange (nextSociety)

Source: http://us10.campaign-archive1.com/?u=607446c07bff17
8cde56b504d&id=3e932cee84
Photo: © David Plakke

The Other Vienna: World-Class Technology & 
Innovation Hotspot at the Heart of Europe
Vienna is the city with the world’s best quality of living, accor-
ding to the Mercer 2014 Quality of Living ranking. Further-
more, Austria‘s capital hosts US multinationals such as Cisco, 
ContourGlobal and Pfizer because it offers one of the most 
striking incentive systems for R&D activities in Europe.

The Vice Governor and Deputy Mayor of Vienna, Mrs. Renate 
Brauner, and the Vienna Business Agency together with the 
Austrian Trade Commission New York invited US entrepre-
neurs and stakeholders to a panel discussion and networ-
king lunch on Monday 23rd of February 2015 at the Austrian 
Cultural Forum in New York, to inform about the support and 
funding offered for research and development projects in Vi-
enna.

Experts from the energy, biotech and IT sectors were invited 
to the panel, amongst them representatives from multinati-
onals such as Cisco, ContourGlobal, and Pfizer as well as the 
New York startup nextSociety who shared their insights on 
why Vienna is one of the fastest growing and most attractive 
cities for European expansion and international investments.

The panel discussion was moderated by the IRE deputy chair-
man of the Board Stefan Eder.



Registration:
Please register with: suburbium5@gmail.com

Registration:
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E: martina.balazic@institut-ire.eu  www.institut-ire.eu
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IRE Expert conference 
„ International Conference: 

Industrial heritage in the context of 
new creative space for cultural and 

economic 
development “

14th – 16th May 2015
at the Assembly of 

Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 
in Novi Sad, Serbia

IRE Expert Conference on 
Broadband Networks

28th April, 2015 
Power Tower,

 Energie AG Oberösterreich AG,
in Linz,Upper-Austria, Austria

10th Anniversary Celebration 
of the IRE

29th of May 2015 at 11:00 - 13:00 hrs 
Mamorsaal of the Federal Ministry 

for Europe, Integration and Foreign 
Affairs, Vienna, Austria
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• hilfe – lebensrisken, lebenschancen: soziale sicherung in
oberösterreich ist thema einer sonderausstellung des 
landes im diakoniewerk gallneukirchen

• das oÖ Kulturquartier zeigt von Juni
bis oktober die neuauflage „höhen-
rausch – das geheimnis der vögel“ 

• befreit und besetzt – 
ein ausstellungsprojekt über 
die Jahre 1945 bis 1955 
des oÖ landesmuseums

• die oÖ volkskultur präsentiert 
„ausgezeichnete traditionen – die Unesco 
volkskulturschätze“ in st. wolfgang

Kulturland oÖ - 
nützen sie das angebot

www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at
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The Conference will take place in the Assembly of Auto-
nomous Province of Vojvodina in Novi Sad, Republic of Ser-
bia, as a joint effort of the Government of the Autonomous 
Province of Vojvodina - Provincial Secretariat for Culture 
and Public Information, the IRE and the NGO Suburbium 
(www. suburbium.org), which has extensive experience in 
the heritage field since 2002.
The Conference main topics focus on research, preservati-
on and promotion of industrial heritage and revitalization 
of industrial heritage buildings in terms of sustainable de-
velopment and creation of robust identity of local commu-
nities, cities, regions and nations.

The development of broadband and high-speed Internet 
connections is crucial for the quality of a location. Only with 
access to high speed Internet can rural and border regions 
remain competitive. The aim of the conference is to high-
light best practice examples for the development of regional 
and local IT and business locations on the way into the new 
digital age. An efficient telecommunication infrastructure 
contributes to the development of interactive technologies, 
growth and innovation.

The 10th Anniversary of the IRE will takes place on Friday, 
29th of May from 11:00 hrs - 13:00 hrs in the Mamorsaal 
of the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign 
Affairs in Vienna, Austria. 
After the Welcome Speech of IRE Chairman Prof. Dr. Franz 
Schausberger, Minister of Foreign Affairs Sebastian Kurz 
and other prominent personalities will take the floor.
All members, partners, sponsors and friends of the IRE are 
cordially invited.

Franz Schausberger awarded with the 
Golden Medal of the City of Salzburg

Franz Schausberger with wife Heidi and son Alexander. 
Also on the picture from left: Delfa Papic, Mayor Heinz 
Schaden, Albert Preims, Vice-Mayor Anja Hagenauer, 
Vice-Mayor Harald Preuner and Martin Floss.
Source: Stadt Salzburg/Johannes Killer

The Golden Medal of the City of Salzburg for outstanding 
achievements has been awarded to Franz Schausberger, for-
mer governor of the Land Salzburg, on 9 February 2015. Mayor 
Heinz Schaden considers the Museum der Moderne, the Haus 
für Mozart, the agreement on financing places of cultural in-
terest up to the maximum extent of EUR 100 million, the new 
soccer stadium, as well as the University Park Nonntal as par-
ticular accomplishments during the Schausberger era. More-
over, the mayor pointed out that the former governor of the 
Land Salzburg was able to successfully finish his habilitation in 
parallel to his full-time political career.

Source: Press Release City of Salzburg www.stadt-salzburg.at
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The Grossglockner High Alpine Road at the foot of Austria‘s highest 
mountain is the most beautiful panoramic road in Europe. It leads 48 
kilometers through the heart of the Hohe Tauern National Park to a 

height of 2,571 meters above sea level and ends at the longest glacier 
in the Eastern Alps, the Pasterze. Numerous theme trails, exciting 

exhibitions and playgrounds o� er an unforgettable adventure in the 
biggest national park in Central Europe.
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